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PRESENT 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore (chair), Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Andy Gill, Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Russ Greig, 
Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Duncan Couchman, Cllr Glenn Simpson, Cllr Jennifer McGee, Cllr Angie 
Scott, Cllr Brenda Grey, Cllr Gerry Price 
 
OM1920/141  Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Carol Stephenson, Cllr Ignasious Varghese 
 
OM1920/142  Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Chris Barrett – Member of Prudhoe Youth Project (other interest), agenda item 12 
Cllr Brenda Grey – Member of Prudhoe Youth Project (other interest), agenda item 12 
Cllr Angie Scott – Member of Prudhoe Youth Project (other interest), agenda item 12 
Cllr Gerry Price – Member of Prudhoe Youth Project (other interest), agenda item 12 
 
OM1920/143  Dispensations None 
 
OM1920/144 DRAFT Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, including 2020/21 Budget, held 

on 29th January 2020 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes as a true record 
 
OM1920/145 DRAFT Planning, Contract and Works (PCW’s) Committee, held on 12th 

February 2020 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes (these will be presented from agreement as a true 
record at the next PCW’s Committee Meeting) 
 
OM1920/146  Clerk’s Report 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the following Clerk’s Report: 
 
Highfield Park Skate Park 
The first meeting with our user group of young people and their families is next Tuesday at 6pm. 
 
Our solicitor is now holding the funds for the new lease and undertaking on our behalf. 
 
NCC has 8 weeks to respond to the Council’s nomination that Highfield Park be listed as an Asset 
of Community Value; this expires on 13th March, so we should expect to hear back very soon. 
 
Waterworld Play Area 
The Council will be asked to reconsider the transfer of the play area under a long-term lease (125 
years), rather than a freehold asset transfer.  The reason being that Active Northumberland may 
wish to develop the site in the future and the location of the play area be hinder any plans.  Whilst 
the intention is to retain a play area, they do not wish to be constrained by the location and the 
draft heads of terms contains a break clause to allow it to be moved elsewhere.   
 
This new information was received on 20th February but had not been confirmed at the last 
meeting, held on 28th January, although the difficulty with an asset transfer has been raised 
previously.  The matter will be placed on the March PCW’s meeting.  At this point, it is hoped that 
we will have been provided with the life-span of the existing equipment, which is essential prior to 
moving forward.  
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Litter Bins 
New litter bins, as previously agreed, for (1) Castlefields Drive, before North Wylam View School 
Row, (2) A695 lay-by from Mickley, (3) Umfraville House/Cross Street, (4) Swalwell Close have 
been delivered today and will be installed at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Goals 
New goals have been delivered for Castledene.  Due to a very unsatisfactory delivery process and 
subsequent complaint, we are receiving a £40 +vat credit.  I am looking at having the goals at 
Highfield Park properly positioned at the same time as these are installed.   
 
Prudhoe Flood Plan 
Colin Hall from the Environment Agency has met with a couple of volunteers who have come 
forward as Flood Wardens.  Cllr Chris Barrett has created a Prudhoe Flood Watch FB Page and 
will share information and data relating to flooding.  Our website includes information relating to the 
role of a Flood Warden and how to volunteer, this has been shared on Prudhoe Flood Watch also. 
 
The Kepwell 
Northumberland Estates has been helpful in that they have carried out some research on the land 
which shows a sale to TW Pulkinghorn in 1956, some of which falls under the land that remains 
unregistered at Land Registry - the boundaries will need to be compared to the map.  Other land 
unregistered does not appear to belong to NE, by their admission, but the area does fall into mines 
and minerals ownership. 
 
This information will be brought back to the PCW’s Committee and anything else that can be found 
out in the meantime. 
 
Castledene Allotments 
I am meeting CJL Fenwick tomorrow regarding a handrail, warning signs have been requested. 
 
South Road Crossing 
Following previous update given that zebra crossing on the speed hump was under consideration, 
the officer has confirmed that work will not commence in this financial year.  Costs are being 
established, prior to this being sent out for construction. 
 
Christmas Lights 
The closing date for contractors to provide tenders is Friday 28th February, the group is meeting to 
review tenders on Wednesday 4th March, with a recommendation coming to the PCW’s meeting on 
11th March. 
 
Grant Aid 
The closing date for applications for Grant Aid is Friday 6th March, the group is meeting to review 
applications on 18th March, with recommendations coming to the Ordinary Meeting on 25th March. 
 
Events and Administration Assistant 
The closing date for the vacancy is Friday 6th March 2020. 
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OM1920/147  County Councillors Reports  
County Cllr Ken Stow provided the following update via email: 
 
South Rd crossing ~ Gordon & I are still chasing this, waiting now for costings for electrical 
connection; 
 
Low Prudhoe ~ We have money in the Local Transport Programme (LTP) for remedial works to 
prevent the flooding and resurface the road (hopefully including the access road to the industrial 
estate); 
 
Ferndene ~ Gordon has asked for the application to be brought before Tynedale Local Are 
Committee; 
 
Retail park ~ on track, should have information that we can pass on concerning signed up tenants 
shortly; 
 
I have asked for repairs to several footpaths/guardrails etc, and will also be funding the installation 
of extra lighting on 1 footpath (subject to survey) in the Castle Rd/Western Ave area; 
 
Old drill hall ~ unfortunately no further progress on this other than the planning application to install 
2.4m fencing around the site.  This is far from ideal and I have made mine, and the residents’ 
feelings on it, well known.  I have discussed this with the Director of Planning, Head of Public 
Safety & cabinet member responsible, so it has been taken up at the highest levels within 
NCC.  Daljit Lally is also aware of the situation.  Rob Murfin has a plan that may achieve a better 
outcome but at this stage I am not able to discuss it, it is dependent upon several things coming 
together.  The waters have been muddied further now by the 'land owner' who, as you know, is 
currently in prison.  I will keep pressing for an improved solution and will report back as information 
becomes available; 
 
General ~ several estate roads included in LTP for repairs and resurfacingTracy read Ken Stow’s 
update. 
 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart read his own report, previously emailed: 
 
Local Transport Programme (LTP) applications are progressing well.  In addition, NCC has 
released additional funding for work to be done on certain types of roads & footpaths, applications 
have been made for this funding. 
 
We are now working with a GPs surgery re social prescribing. 
 
In March, we will be launching a disability confident scheme in Prudhoe with the Department for 
Work and Pensions.  
 
Car park signs for the town centre have been ordered. 
 
Cockshot Dene playground has been removed after being abandoned for years. 
 
Ferndene application - I have called it in before a planning committee. Residents have submitted a 
number of objections. 
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Old Allotment site (land at Broomhouse Road) - Residents have submitted a number of objections. 
 
Low Prudhoe - Awaiting confirmation of other businesses taking up lease. 
 
Holiday hunger - Working with Friends of Eastwood Park and the Community. 
 
New locality co-ordinator will hopefully be in post in March. 
 
We do not have any places of education in the town from surestart to adult learning and all schools 
in between graded lower than 'good' by Ofsted, a fantastic improvement. 
 
Old Police station accommodation will be occupied from March. 
 
Spring clean - huge uptake across business & wider community. 
 
A lot of praise for NCC staff dealing with winter services in very difficult circumstances. 
 
VE celebrations - planning going very well. 
 
I am available to meet Town Cllrs if they would like to contact me and happy to help. 
 
County Cllr Anne Dale gave the following report: 
 
New planters in Mickley are being moved forward, however Local Services have been held up in 
this task due to winter services and flooding issues. 
 
Parking issues have been logged with those who enforce illegal parking and they are monitoring 
this in areas of Mickley. 
 
Prudhoe Castle First School – grateful to those who were established governors and from the 
education profession who came forward to help. 
 
In response to a question from Cllr Jennifer McGee regarding the corona virus, County Cllr Gordon 
Stewart advised that it was right not to be alarmist but that it was a real worry for the elderly and 
those with poor immune systems.  Cllr Stewart advised that some local stories on social media had 
been found to be malicious and untrue. 
 
County Cllr Anne Dale advised that it is right that the NHS take the lead and information is 
cascaded down for the County Council and Local Council to share. 
 
In response to Cllr Chris Cuthbert’s question about double-yellow lines, County Cllr Anne Dale 
responded that they would be in place at the bottom of Eastgate Bank. 
 
Both Cllr Chris Cuthbert and Cllr Bryan Futers advised that the newly installed flashing speed 
signs outside the school were not flashing at speeds over 20mph as expected, but at speeds over 
30mph.  County Cllr Anne Dale had not thought they were activated yet, but would check that this 
was scheduled. 
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Cllr Bryan Futers asserted that it was still essential that the smaller flashing, illuminated sign that 
indicates you are approaching a school remains (which is out of action), even when the interactive 
20mph signs are working properly.  County Cllr Anne Dale advised that once complete the safety 
measures on this stretch of road will be assessed again. 
 
OM1920/148  Accounts  

a) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the Monthly Bank Reconciliations from 10th January – 7th 
February 2020  

b) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the Statement of Budget and Expenditure from 1st April 2019 
– 13th February 2020, and to note insufficient revenue compared with cost in relation to 
Edgewell Cemetery.  Members were advised this would be considered by Cemetery 
Committee at meeting on 1st April 2020 

c) It was AGREED to APROVE the payments scheduled, which were tabled, and to endorse 
those payments already made. 

Proposed:  Cllr Gerry Price   Seconded:  Cllr Glenn Simpson 
 
OM1920/149  A Flag for Prudhoe 
Resident Kyle McLaughlin was in attendance and presented his belief that Prudhoe should have 
its own flag to represent the strong spirit and identity of the town.  Kyle described that many 
smaller towns have their own flag and that it would be good for Prudhoe. 
 
Cllr Chris Barrett loved the idea, whether the flag was an actual flag or a symbol used in 
communication.  Cllr Barrett also appreciated the design presented, which included the town’s 
identity in Northumberland and featured the castle. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers agreed the town could have a flag but was more encouraged by the idea of 
asking the young people to design it.  Kyle agreed that having a design competition would ensure 
it was representative of the town. 
 

Cllrs offered a number of ideas as to what could feature on a flag for Prudhoe and the potential for 
a ‘coat of arms’ and it was concluded that everyone could have a different concept.  Cllr Jennifer 
McGee described the many and varied designs for a flag in the millennium year. 
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore advised that the Prudhoe Front Street traders are looking for a town logo. 
 
Cllr Chris Cuthbert congratulated Kyle for coming forward with his idea and presenting it to the 
Council, and when asked what had initiated him to do so, he responded that friends talked of 
emblems from their town and he found Prudhoe lacking in this type of identity. 
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore summarised that members did appear to support the idea of a flag and a 
competition to create one. 
 
OM1920/150  Summer Youth Provision Funding (previously ‘42 Days of Summer’)  

a) It was AGREED to convene a working group to look at how the Council could support and 
offer funding for youth provision (with a meal) during the summer holidays. 

b) It was AGREED that membership of the group should include Councillors and Non-
Councillors 

Members discussed the potential conflict of interest with potential funders being on a group that 
looks at how the Council agree funding. 
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The Clerk advised that the Council agreed to seek advice from experts, in view that the Council 
was lacking in expertise on this matter.  All known groups operating with young people had been 
asked if they had any such expertise and would they like to be involved; five of those contacted 
had come back to the Council.  Additionally, a further independent person, with expertise, referred 
by Cllr Greig was keen to be involved.  The Clerk advised that it was not expected that the working 
group would agree actual funding or the parameters of funding but how to take the project forward. 
 
It was discussed that all meetings should be properly minuted and the minutes shared with the 
Council. 

c) It was AGREED that Cllrs Price, Grey, Scott, Barrett and Greig would be part of the working 
group. 

d) It was AGREED that Cllr Brenda Grey would chair the meetings. 
 
OM1920/151 Prudhoe Youth Project (PYP) 

a) It was AGREED to receive Quarter 3 Report: October – December. 
 
Members were pleased with the altered presentation and Cllr Gerry Price assured that efforts had 
been taken by PYP to ensure the information contained the desired outcomes.   
 
Cllr Brenda Grey requested that if members wished to see anything additional in the report, that 
they advise and this can be requested.  There were no suggestions for improvements or 
otherwise, to the report. 
 

b) It was AGREED that £20,000 Town Council funding, previously agreed for detached and 
sessional youth work, may be redirected towards a Development Worker, to manage the 
activities of PYP, only when additional funding of £20,000 is secured for the detached and 
sessional work taking place now. 
 

Cllr Chris Barrett introduced that PYP needed a Core person who would be able to seek additional 
funding and would be a point of contact for sessional youth workers.  Cllr Barrett advised that it 
had become apparent that it was easier to seek funding for sessional youth work.  Therefore, if the 
Town Council funding could be redirected to this essential role, Cllr Barrett advised that other 
funding sought could be used for sessional work, for which £8.5k has already been secured, over 
3-years. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee supported the proposal to redirect funding as it would allow more funding to 
be brought in and open up the scope for a core worker to do other things. 
 
Cllr Glenn Simpson agreed that the Town Council should be supporting this type of role and added 
that PYP had been more difficult to get off the ground than originally anticipated and that he could 
foresee the Town Council being asked for more money in the future. 
 
When asked where the Development Worker would be employed to work from, Cllr Chris Barrett 
advised this would likely be The Spetchells Centre. 
 
Cllr Russ Greig raised that this was a change in the previous agreement made and was 
subsequently against the Council’s Standing Orders, however, more importantly, what would 
happen to the sessional work being carried out in the meantime.  Currently x2 sessions are 
expected to be funded by the Town Council, if the money is redirected, will these still be held.  
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Furthermore, if PYP admit that it is difficult securing funding for a Development Worker, are the 
Town Council going to be asked for £20k for this post, each year. 
 
Cllr Chris Cuthbert echoed the concerns of Cllr Greig, that there had been a number of changes to 
the parameters of the £20k funding; first for detached, then for inside sessions and now for a core 
development worker. 
 
Cllr Chris Barrett agreed the comments were fair but exclaimed that PYP was still in its infancy and 
learning and adapting along the way. 
 
Cllr Brenda Grey explained that whilst in the early stages PYP were of the opinion that it would not 
be difficult to secure funding for a Development Worker.  More recently they have found that there 
is less enthusiasm from funders towards this role and more inclination towards funding sessions.  
Currently, there is funding for a weekly session from Prudhoe Youth Charity Shop, two-weekly 
sessions from Prudhoe Town Council and a further weekly session at Stomping Ground funded by 
the Shears Foundation.  Cllr Brenda Grey implored that the Development Worker post was 
required and whilst others may comment that trustees should be doing more, there is much that 
they are doing behind the scenes. 
 
Cllr Russ Greig disagreed that funders only wish to fund sessions, stating that they do also fund 
core services, as the Miners Lamp Café and Community Hub would be recruiting a Development 
Worker in the next week or so, with funding secured. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee expressed disappointment that there was no coordinated approach and it 
appeared the groups were seeking the same funding and the same roles. 
 
Cllr Chris Barrett included an amendment to his original proposal (in italics above) as it was clear 
that whilst members supported the role of a Development Worker and see this as being necessary, 
they were concerned that this was not at the expense of the sessional and detached work taking 
place now.  Members wanted to be assured that this work would be prioritised and would continue, 
therefore the funding could only be redirected once it was confirmed supplementary funding was in 
place. 
 
OM1920/152  Town Centre Working Party 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2020. 
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore advised that a Prudhoe Traders Forum is now set up and the first meeting is 
being held next week.  The group had positioned ballet boxes in shops on Front Street asking 
members of the public what they like and dislike about it.   
 
Cllr Russ Greig asked if there were any businesses outside of Front Street included.  Cllr Tracy 
Gilmore did not think so at this stage, but the question would be asked. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee was pleased that the traders were getting together as the town had a 
successful Chamber of Trade in the past. 
 
Cllr Gerry Price asked if Cllrs would be invited to the meeting.  Cllr Gilmore advised that the 
Prudhoe Traders Forum was for Front Street traders, but there could be links with the Town Centre 
Working Group which the Town Council had representation at. 
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OM1920/153  VE Day Celebrations 
a) It was AGREED to agree to host a ‘Best Dressed VE Day Window’ Competition, prize to 

be agreed. 
b) It was AGREED to encourage pubs, restaurants and public places, that are able, to take 

part in the ‘Nations toast to the heroes of WWII’, at 3:00pm 
c) It was AGREED to agree to invite the community to join together on ‘The Glade’ from 

5:00pm, finer details to be agreed. 
d) It was AGREED to ask Prudhoe Community Band to play on ‘The Glade’ on Saturday 9th 

May, at 10am, as their preferred performance time, but to seek an alternative for music on 
Friday 8th May.   

e) It was AGREED that the Mayor (or another) should undertake ‘A Cry for Peace around the 
World’ at 6:55pm 

f) It was AGREED to agree to write to the churches and pubs to ask them to be part of 
‘Ringing out for Peace’ at 7:00pm, and to invite anyone with a bell to join in 

g) It was AGREED that Cllr Tracy Gilmore, Cllr Jennifer McGee, Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr 
Chris Barrett and Cllr Angie Scott would be part of the group, along with other interested 
parties to fine tune the details of the event on ‘The Glade’ and any other ideas for marking 
the occasion 

h) It was AGREED to work in collaboration with VE Day events at Eastwood Park, to avoid 
duplication of effort and share publicity 

i) It was AGREED to formally invite the Mayor of Mitry-Mory and accompanying guests to 
join in the celebrations. 

 
OM1920/154  Prudhoe Local History Society (PLHS) – Tree Preservation 

a) It was AGREED to help publicise, the desire to identify, those trees in Prudhoe which 
should be protected by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). 

 
Yvonne Ritchie (Chair of Prudhoe Local History Society) described that a PLHS member was 
concerned to learn that the horse chestnut tree on South Road, in the grounds of Prudhoe House, 
was going to be cut down.  This particular tree was gifted to the town in 1935, by the then Clerk, to 
mark the Silver Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary.  This prompted PLHS members to 
wonder about the protection of other trees in the town.  As well as contacting the Town Council, 
the group have sought advice from County Cllr Gordon Stewart and NCC Trees Officer John 
Alderson.  A tree preservation order (TPO) has been submitted for the tree on South Road. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee advised that as far as she was aware, the only tree in Prudhoe with a TPO is 
the monkey puzzle tree on the Old Lonnen. 
 
Cllr Glenn Simpson suggested it would be appropriate to have a plaque installed alongside the 
tree on South Road. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers supported keeping as many trees as possible in the town but warned that the 
Wildlife Trust are removing the Sycamores from Priestclose Woods as there are an invasive 
species.  Cllr Gerry Price advised that one-third of the trees at The Spetchells (Prudhoe Riverside) 
are being removed and as far as he is aware there is no replanting programme. 
 
Yvonne Ritchie relayed that a number of broadleaf and fruit trees are being planted near Ebenezer 
Chapel and at Waterworld, and there are plans to plant 50 trees in total, when locations are 
confirmed.  It was suggested this could be as early as March. 
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Yvonne Ritchie also offered that volunteers are going to be trained to be able to carry out tree 
inspections in Northumberland, and the Town Council may wish to use these volunteers in the 
future. 
 
Cllr Glenn Simpson welcomed trees but was concerned with the longer-term management of them, 
evident in the lack of management at The Spetchells and on West Wylam bank, looking onto 
Biverfield Road.  Cllr Jennifer McGee agreed and advised that concerns had been raised at the 
time of planting on West Wylam Bank. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers welcomed trees being planted on roadsides and in areas that are prone to 
flooding. 
 

b) It was AGREED to work with Prudhoe Local History Society and Northumberland County 
Council, to identify new sites for tree plantings in Prudhoe. 

 
The Clerk advised that the next Planning, Contract and Works Committee meeting would be asked 
to agree to seek costs for the production of a tree inventory and management plan for areas of 
Town Council responsibility, i.e. Edgewell Cemetery, Highfield Park, Road-Ends Toilets and 
Station Roundabout. 
 
In compiling the inventory, each tree will be located, identified (species), size/age, maintenance 
noted, condition, habitat and whether the location is suitable for further planting.  The inventory 
would inform a management plan and inspection regime. 
 
OM1920/155  Asset Transfer of Prudhoe East Centre  
It was AGREED to write a letter of support, ‘in principle’, to the asset transfer and future use as a 
community facility, of Prudhoe East Centre, from Northumberland County Council to Prudhoe 
Community Partnership (This refers to the asset transfer of the site only and does not constitute 
support or otherwise for any potential or future planning application for the site)  
Proposed:  Cllr Jennifer McGee  Seconded:  Cllr Tracy Gilmore 
 
OM1920/156  Reports from outside bodies 

a) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the report of the Town & Parish Liaison Working Group 
meeting held on 16th January 2020  

b) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the Borderlands Presentation (received with report of Town & 
Parish Liaison Working Group) 

c) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the report of the NALC County Committee meeting, held on 
18th January 2020  

 
OM1920/157  Correspondence and Publications  

1) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the letter from Wylam Parish Council regarding the proposed 
closure of Riversdale Surgery  

2) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the response from Guy Opperman MP, to Council’s letter 
regarding the teaching of fireworks safety in schools 

 
 
   
 
 


