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PRESENT 
Cllr Jennifer McGee, Cllr Tracy Gilmore, Cllr Andy Gill, Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr 
Glenn Simpson, Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Ignasious Varghese 
 
PCW 1920/111 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Russ Greig, Cllr Carol Stephenson, Cllr Brenda Grey, Cllr Duncan Couchman 
 
PCW 1920/112 Declarations of Interest None  
 
PCW 1920/113 Dispensations  None 
 
PCW 1920/114 Draft Minutes of the Planning, Contract and Works Committee, held on 
12th February 2020 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson  Seconded: Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
 
PCW 1920/115 Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on 26th February 2020 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes, which will be presented for receipt as a true record at 
the next Ordinary Meeting, being held on 25th March 2020. 

 
PCW 1920/116 Clerk’s Report 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the tabled report as copied below: 
 
Pedestrian Crossing on South Road 
The Senior Programmes Officer for Northumberland County Council (NCC) has advised that work 
on the pedestrian crossing will not commence until the school summer holidays, in July, as the 
construction period is too long to allow this to be carried out in the Easter holidays. 
In response to the Town Council’s request that the speed hump on St. Matthew’s Lane should also 
be a zebra crossing, to avoid pedestrians crossing straight over under the impression that vehicles 
will have stopped here also, NCC has responded that they do not agree this is necessary and that 
it would take the project over budget.  NCC has confirmed that once installed, if issues are noted, 
the zebra crossing element could be reconsidered. 
In response to a recent accident and members concerns about the pedestrian crossing, the Clerk 
has written to the Senior Programmes Officer to request attendance at the Council’s Ordinary 
Meeting in March to explain the decision-making process in regards design and location of the 
crossing.  As of this afternoon the following email response has been received, it’s not considered 
necessary to attend: 
 
The location of the new crossing was chosen because that is where the school crossing patrol is.  
It is, however, slightly to the south to take account of the junctions and accesses around there and 
to achieve the appropriate sightlines for approaching traffic. 
 
Waterworld Play Area 
As members were made aware at the last meeting, the play area at Waterworld is no longer 
suitable for an asset transfer to Prudhoe Town Council, but rather as long-term lease (125 years), 
with certain caveats regarding the exact location of the play area.  It was expected that the item 
would be on this agenda for agreement, however, information pertaining to the life-span of existing 
play equipment and the proposed new scheme was not available.  The Clerk has spoken with the 
Countryside and Green Spaces Manager and this information will be available prior to the 
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Ordinary Meeting agenda being sent out.  The Clerk is seeking the approval that this item is 
placed on this agenda, rather than waiting for the April Planning, Contract and Works meeting. 
 
Youth Provision Funding (Previously 42 Days of Summer) 
A meeting has been arranged for Monday 16th March at 7:00pm with those persons able to attend 
who responded with expertise on outreach activities and/or combating holiday hunger.  It is 
expected that this meeting will result in Cllrs Brenda Grey and Angie Scott being able to form a 
proposal to Council on how the project should be taken forward. 
 
Dog Fouling 
Whilst we are encouraging residents to report incidences of dog fouling, the number of Fixed 
Penalty Notices (FPN) does not appear to correlate with the number of reports.  You would expect 
that an increase in reports would result in an increase in FPN. 
Prudhoe is exceptionally low compared to the rest of Northumberland; however, the instances 
being discussed in certain areas is on the increase.  We have recently shared the new videos 
released by Keep Britain Tidy where dogs feature in the campaign. 
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PCW 1920/117 PLANNING MATTERS  
a) The following planning applications were considered and the responses AGREED 
 

Application No. 20/00230/FUL 
Proposal    Full planning permission for 74 no. houses and 15 no. apartments with associated 

infrastructure and landscaping. 
Location     Land South of Broomhouse Lane, Prudhoe, Northumberland 
Applicant    Mr Neil Armstrong 
 
It was AGREED to OBJECT to the Planning Application on the following grounds: 
 

1. Parking, Highway Safety and Traffic Issues (Access from Tilley Crescent to the 

proposed development) 

In the original pre-planning application, permission was given for access to four houses only and 

the rest of the site was built as a completely separate development.  This new planning application 

has access from Tilley Crescent for 46 dwellings (31 houses and 15 apartments) which could 

result in an additional 92+ vehicles using Castlefields Drive and through a narrow road to Tilley 

Crescent.  This is an unacceptable increase in traffic through this cul-de-sac, resulting in parking, 

highway safety and traffic issues.  This is a large-scale tandem development, as described in The 

Tynedale District Local Plan Policy H35. 

2. Parking, Highway Safety and Traffic (Issues during construction) 

This full planning application fails to include information relating to the construction phase and 
access onto the site.  Additionally, there is no information relating to a suitable alternative 
pedestrian route from Castlefields onto Front Street.  Presently, there is a well-used right of way 
from Castlefields/Carnaby Close that exits behind the Royal British Legion car park, directly onto 
Front Street.  The Tynedale District Local Plan TP27 requires that a suitable alternative route is 
provided prior to development. 

3. Northumberland County Council Lead Local Flood Authority (Objection) 

The NCC LLFA objects to the application.  Prudhoe Town Council supports the technical 
comments and objections contained in their response. 

4. Attenuation Basin for surface water is inadequate 

The attenuation basin, which is required for surface water run-off during heavy rainfall, is 
inadequate as not large enough to cope with the water flows; there is insufficient freeboard within 
the basin. 
This basin is proposed to be located in the North-East corner of the site, close to the houses on 
Tilley Crescent and Carnaby Close, which would be at risk of flooding if the basin overflowed. 

5. Failure to provide a report on land stability 

There is a fault line in the western part of the site where it is proposed to build 15no. 3 and 4 
storey apartments; this is not addressed in the application. 
The geological report states ‘Due to extensive re-profiling of the site, modelling of local and global 
slope stability of the site will be required’. 
This is a steeply sloping site, north-facing 1in5 moderately steep and 1in7 very steep. 

6. Design, Appearance and Materials 

The development is not in keeping with other nearby development, i.e. Castlefields. 
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7. Layout and Density of Buildings 

The development largely ignores the needs of the town, exploiting the last open space off the 
Front Street.  This could better serve local needs via an accessible open space, shopping, leisure, 
services and mixed housing.  Furthermore, there is no regard to Policy H37 of The Tynedale 
District Local Plan, to increase the choice of housing available to disabled people in larger 
residential developments.  We are aware there is a lack of suitable homes for our growing 
disabled and older population, especially near our town centre services.  The site provides an 
ideal opportunity to encourage developers to design and construct homes for this purpose. 
 
Additionally, members discussed that it is disappointing that there has been no pre-planning 
received prior to this going to a full application; it is significantly different to the previously 
submitted pre-planning application.  
Concerns were raised in regards information that is missing from the application, with specific 
reference to land stability and the construction phase.  The protection of ancient hawthorn 
hedgerows during construction is a concern that needs to be addressed. 
 

 
Application No. 19/04965/COU 
Proposal    Change of use of vacant premises from B1/B2 Use to Hair and Beauty Business and 

Academy for training (A1/D1 use) 
Location     9D Marquis Court, Low Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 6PJ 
Applicant    Mrs Catherine Thompson 
 
It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application. 

 
Application No. 19/05012/COU 
Proposal    Change of use from public land to private garden 
Location     18 Moorlands, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 5LS 
Applicant    Mr Huw Teasdale 
 
It was AGREED to OBJECT to the application on the grounds that there would be a loss of 
effective open space and general amenity as a result, contravening The Tynedale District Local 
Plan Policy LR4. 

 
Application No. 20/00373//FUL 
Proposal    Erect a 2.4m close boarded fence. 
Location     The Drill Hall, Swalwell Close, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 6EX 
Applicant    Callum Harvey 
 
It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application but with the caveat that a 2.4 metre fence does not 
secure this derelict property which presents an immediate danger to those who live near-by and 
who use the route, to and from school.  Members feel the building should be properly secured and 
demolished. 
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Application No. 20/00476/FUL 
Proposal    Proposal to construct a side extension to provide a kitchen; remove existing 

conservatory; remove existing chimney. 
Location     Charlottes View, 32 West Road, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 6HR 
Applicant    Shirley Robson 
 
It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application. 

 
Application No. 20/00530/FUL 
Proposal    Proposed single-storey porch and bay window extension to front and single-storey 

rear extension with balcony over. 
Location     14 Farm Well Place, Castlefields, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 5FB 
Applicant    Rob Burn 
 
It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application. 

 
a) PLANNING DECISIONS RECEIVED 

Application No. 19/04812/FUL 
Proposal    Gas cooler and HA Pack plant to rear of store on concrete bases; decorate shop 
front window frames and entrance doors in Traffic Grey B RAL 7043; new 2.1m timber fence with 
access gates around existing generator; new handrail to steps and 2 no. new steel bollards in 
goods area. 
Location     The Co-operative Food, Oakfield Terrace, Prudhoe. 
Applicant    The Co-operative Group 
NCC Granted permission 

 
Application No. 19/04208/LBC & 19/04206/FUL 
Proposal    Listed building consent: Replacement doors and windows 
Location     Prudhoe House, South Road, Northumberland, NE42 5JS 
Applicant    Mr Marc Bolam  
Withdrawn at the applicant’s request 

 
Application No. 19/04029/FUL 
Proposal    Decking to rear garden (retrospective) 
Location     4 Otterburn Way, Bewick Grange, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 6RD 
Applicant    Mr Rutherford 
NCC Refused permission 

 
 
PCW 1920/118 Highfield Park Skate Park  

a) It was AGREED to receive the update of meeting with young people and endorse the 
actions agreed. 

 
b) It was AGREED to receive estimated timeline and endorse the planned actions. 

 
PCW 1920/119 Great British Spring Clean 20th March – 13th April 2020  
It was AGREED to publicise locally organised ‘clean-ups’ from the Great British Spring Clean 
website, or the Town Council’s website and Facebook Page 
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PCW 1920/120 Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) Alcohol Consumption in 
Designated public spaces  
 
It was AGREED to receive the communication from Northumberland County Council and to 
respond to the following questions: 

a) Do you consider that a PSPO in respect of the consumption of alcohol in public 
spaces in necessary? 

b) If you believe that a PSPO should be made, which area do you consider needs such 
controls? 

c) Are you able to provide any evidence or information to support your view that a PSPO 
should be made? 

 
The Town Council AGREED the following responses: 
 

a) that a PSPO is necessary in regards the consumption of alcohol in public spaces 
b) that in this locality the following spaces should be specifically included: 

➢ All parks and play areas 
➢ Prudhoe Front Street 
➢ All school grounds 

c) there is evidence of drinking in the parks and play areas and on the field behind the 
Fuse Media Centre (part of Prudhoe High School) as Neighbourhood Services and the 
School Site Manager have responded clearing up glass; there is frequently alcohol-
related litter.  Drinking on Front Street, except for in licensed premises, is a catalyst for 
anti-social behaviour and is detrimental to the enjoyment of others visiting or using the 
town’s services. 

 
PCW 1920/121 Prudhoe Town Football Club  
It was AGREED to receive report of satisfactory inspection carried out on 11th February 2020. 
 
PCW 1920/122 Exclusion of the Press and Public  
It was AGREED to approve a motion to invoke Standing Order 2d) to exclude the press and 
public, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, permitted under 
Schedule (12A) Local Government Act 1972 
 
PCW 1920/123 Christmas Lights Contract 2020-23  

a) It was AGREED to receive the recommendation of the Christmas Lights Working Group in 
regards the contract for Christmas Lights storage, testing, installation and dismantling, put 
out to tender on 12th December 2019 and to award the contract to Contractor B, Christmas 
Plus. 

 
Contractor A – £66,000 
Contractor B – £19,360.86 
 

b) It was AGREED to receive the recommendation of the Christmas Lights Working Group in 
regards improvements to the 2020 displays, within the agreed budget, as included in the 
above tender and to place an order for the following items: 

 
Snowfall strips and Pulstars for the Christmas Tree on The Glade, @ £794.50 (capital) + £150 
(contract) 
A 3D Tree-top Star for the tree on the Glade, @ £506 (capital) 
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A motif on the gable-end of the Crafters Emporium (subject to permission) as can be seen well at 
cross-roads, @ £1,277.25 (capital) + £135 (contract). 
 
Total cost of improvements £2,862.75. 
 
The Council AGREED it was sensible to hold some of the budget back to pay for those repairs 
identified following the completion of testing. 
 
PCW 1920/124 Handrail for Castledene Allotment Path (most easterly)  
It was AGREED to receive the quotation from CJL Fenwick to install handrail at path 1 of 
Castledene Allotments at a cost of £2,745 and to place an order in view of previously received 
reports. 
 
The Clerk referred members to the risk assessment carried out and the reports received from Tim 
Fish (NCC Rights of Way) and two other local contractors. 
 
It was AGREED to approve the work: 6 in favour, 3 abstentions. 
 
 
 
 


