
 

R e p o r t  t o  P r u d h o e  T o w n  C o u n c i l  

o n  d e t a c h e d  y o u t h   w o r k  2 0 1 9  –  2 0 2 0  

 

PYP trustees attach the report from Children North East on the first year of detached 

youth work funded by Prudhoe Town Council which ran from May 2019 to mid March 

2020, when it was curtailed by the coronavirus crisis. Our overall view of the report is 

that it is “ a good start with room for improvement”  We think that:  

• The detached sessions were a success in engaging young people and identifying 

issues. 

• The summer and Christmas activities were popular and well run 

• The centre based sessions were less successful and did not gain the core group 

of young people as expected 

There were extenuating circumstances in that it has been a difficult year at Children 

North East with senior  staff changes and we acknowledge  but there are limits in what 

sessional workers can achieve  in developing and driving a project forward as they are 

only on the ground for their committed hours.  

There was an underspend on the grant of £2400 mainly because it had not been possible 

to organise a residential event and trustees ask for councillors agreement to carry this 

amount forward to the current year when the residential will take place.  

Our intention was that this first year was a development phase and we have been 

successful in attracting a further £37,000 funding from charitable trusts and fund 

raising. We had plans to operate four nights a week from April but activities have been 

paused  during the lockdown.  

Prudhoe Town Council has generously agreed to renew funding of £20,000 for a further 

year and given the Project discretion between offering detached and centre based 

activities. 
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Prudhoe Town Council  has also allowed part of the PTC grant to be used towards the 

cost of a development worker if we can obtain replacement funding for the detached 

work. We have recently obtained £10,000 from the Wellesley Fund for detached work 

and so will use the money released from the Town Council grant in this way towards 

the cost of a development worker.  

We have secured a further £8,600 from The Shears Foundation and £10,000 from the 

Willan Trust towards the cost of a development worker which has given us sufficient 

funds to make the appointment. We have one further grant application outstanding.    

We have used the enforced pause in activities caused by lockdown to change gear and 

appoint a development worker for  four days a week. We have now stood Children North 

East down and aim to be up and running with our own staff by the beginning of 

September and working again with young people, providing government guidelines 

allow, from 1st October.  

The post has been widely advertised and Gemma Nixon appointed last week.  Gemma 

has been youth development worker of North Tyne Youth in Otterburn for the past three 

years where she set up and developed a youth project on similar lines to what we are 

planning in Prudhoe. She has been successful in fundraising and is confident and 

outgoing.  Before that Gemma was a youth worker in Pelton Fell for 6 years. She has 

excellent references from both previous jobs and graduated with honours in Youth and 

Community Work from Sunderland University in 2014.  Gemma  lives in Gunnerton and  

knows the youth service in the Tyne Valley well as a leading member of Tynedale Youth 

Forum. 

Gemma will start work with us at the beginning of September in parallel with her existing 

job and then work fully for Prudhoe Youth project from 1st October. During September 

Gemma will be planning activities and appointing sessional workers.  We hope to be 

based at 10 Front St ( the former Chapmans Deli/ Prudhoe Bargains) which Prudhoe 

Community Partnership is negotiating a lease on our behalf. PCP will also pay half the 

rent as their contribution to PYP.  

We believe this will give as a much better basis for further development of PYP activities 

in the year ahead and will inform councillors of further developments.  

Rachel Noble 

Chair of trustees 

18th May  2020   ( updated 21 July)  

 


