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We would have usually launched the Prudhoe in Bloom competition following the planting 
of summer beds and baskets (1st week of June), inviting entries from residents, schools, 
churches, community groups and later businesses. 

Judging of schools and churches would have taken place prior to the start of the summer 
holidays, with residential, community and business entries a little later. 

A celebration of entries would usually take place in September, at Prudhoe Parish Hall, 
with awards of silverware, certificates, and gardening vouchers, presented by the Mayor. 

Covid-19 has, without question, led to the cancellation of Highfield Fest and the Essity 
Prudhoe Miners Race and the Council now needs to consider Prudhoe in Bloom; there are 
several factors to consider: 

Categories 

It is no longer possible to visit schools and it is unlikely that gardening would have been a 
priority recently.  We could have asked for portfolios of gardening results, but it feels 
inappropriate considering what schools have been dealing with.  

Churches rely heavily on volunteers, many of whom have been isolating during this time.  
Is it fair to judge church gardens in 2020 when volunteers will not have had the opportunity 
to put in their usual magnificent efforts? 

Likewise, community gardening, this also relies on the coming together of volunteers, 
which has not been possible until very recently. 

Business entries have always been the most difficult to attract entries to, Covid-19 aside, 
this area of the competition needs further thought.   

Whilst many have taken to residential gardens during lockdown, others may have been 
unable to get out for plants and materials.  The playing field is always very varied, but 
external factors make this more so this year.  On the one-hand gardening has been a huge 
support for many and celebrating this could be viewed as an incredibly positive community 
engagement.  On the other hand, the challenges and restrictions required to allow it to 
happen, would result in a vastly different event with the need to move quickly with 
arrangements.  

Judging 

It would not be appropriate to invite and escort our long-standing judge, Mrs Vivienne 
Bolton, around the gardens of 25+ residents.  Even with social distancing, Mrs Bolton is in 
a higher risk group and as she would usually be escorted by Council staff in their vehicle, 
social distancing would be difficult. 

The Council could seek judges from the Council chamber or the immediate local 
community, and ask that visits are made independently.  This would require a map and 
strict social distancing and hygiene protocols, with entrants advised in advance. 

The Council could choose to allow entries via photograph or video, but this would be more 
difficult and possibly contentious.  The quality of photographs taken would undoubtedly be 
a contributing factor to success and a reliance on photography skills and equipment could 
give rise to negative feedback for what is a gardening, rather than a photography 
competition. 

Gardening Vouchers 

Schools, Churches and Community entries aside, the competition usually awards 
vouchers of £310 in each ward of the town, therefore £930.  Mickley Garden Centre 
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generally sponsor school and church gardens and have indicated they would still be willing 
to sponsor the competition, if it goes ahead, at 50% up to £1,000. 

It is unlikely we would be able to hold the traditional Prudhoe in Bloom celebratory event at 
Prudhoe Parish Hall, in September, however there is nothing preventing the production of 
certificates. 

Neighbouring in Bloom Competitions 

Most local In Bloom competitions feed into Northumbria in Bloom and are run solely by 
volunteer groups, with the support of local Councils. 

Northumbria in Bloom has made the following announcement: 

“We are very sorry to tell you that we are suspending the Northumbria in Bloom 
Competition for 2020.  This decision has not been taken lightly.  We know how much hard 
work you have already put in and we know how much joy the campaign brings to people, 
but the health and wellbeing of the judges, volunteers and communities is the most 
important thing. 

We deeply regret having to take this decision and understand how disappointing this will 
be for all concerned but hope that you will understand and support it. 

We know the amazing community spirit you work so hard to cultivate all year round will be 
very important to people in the difficult times ahead and invaluable in the North East’s 
recovery from this situation so I hope you are really proud of all you have built through 
community gardening. 

Depending on circumstances later in the year we hope to still run the ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood’ campaign potentially carrying out assessments in September / early 
October.  We will keep in touch regarding this to gauge likely support for running this. 

Please do take care, we hope you will all keep in touch with us and let us know how you 
are doing.  Here’s looking forward to brighter days ahead.  Hopefully we will all bounce 
back stronger than ever next year for Northumbria in Bloom 2021.” 

Summary 

The Council is asked if Prudhoe in Bloom should be held in 2020, and if so in what form.  If 
the Council agrees that Prudhoe in Bloom should not be held in 2020, it could consider an 
alternative. 

Alternatives to traditional ‘In Bloom’ 

➢ If the Council decided that a prize-giving gardening competition was not appropriate 
in 2020, it could look at a celebration of gardening, without monetary or silverware 
being awarded.  This would necessitate seeking and sharing photographs. 

➢ The Council could seek ‘gardening during lockdown’ stories.  Some are said to have 
taken up gardening for the first time, and it has been their saving grace – the 
Council could seek and celebrate their efforts. 

➢ Moving away from gardening, but an alternative - traditional crafts and making 
things from scratch, including cooking, has also been a feature of lockdown – this 
could be celebrated.  Similarly, those who have taken up a new hobby or developed 
a new skill, perhaps musical/instrumental. 

➢ Invite residents to write and send in stories, poems, or pictures about their 
experiences of covid-19 in the community – these could be celebrated and shared, 
not necessarily judged, although that could be an incentive. 


