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Northumberland Local Plan Examination - Consultation on additional evidence 
and actions 

 

Phase 1 of the public hearings for the independent examination of the 
Northumberland Local Plan were held during October 2019 and February 2020. The 
Inspector has now asked that consultation be carried out on the additional evidence 
requested by her as, a result of those hearing sessions. 

Consultation begins on Monday 13 July 2020 and runs for 8 weeks until 5pm on 
Monday 7 September 2020. 

 

Viewing the consultation documents 

There are around 60 separate documents that comments are being invited on. 
These mostly relate to additional pieces of information that the Inspector has asked 
the Council to produce during the examination hearings and includes a number of 
technical notes and addenda to existing documents. 

The documents relate to those matters dealt with to date through the Phase 1 
examination hearing sessions. They cover: 

➢ the spatial strategy 
➢ Green Belt 
➢ economy and employment  
➢ town centres 
➢ housing 
➢ viability topics in Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7 and 14 of the Local Plan.  

A full list of the documents and links to each of these are provided in the document 
below: 

• Click here to view the consultation documents 

Hard copies of the additional evidence and examination library can be viewed, by 
prior appointment and subject to COVID-19 secure safety guidelines, at the main 
reception of County Hall in Morpeth during the consultation period. To make an 
appointment, please call 01670 620003 or 01670 620004.  

Members of the planning policy team will be available to explain the consultation via 
telephone or email (contact details below) and will be able to provide a USB stick 
containing the full set of consultation documents or paper copies of particular 
documents, as appropriate, via the post. 

  

How to provide your comments 

Comments can be sent by: 

• Email to: PlanningStrategy@northumberland.gov.uk 
• Post to: Planning Policy, Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland, NE61 2EF. 

Any comments should clearly state which document they relate to and they should 
relate only to the additional evidence presented for consultation. There is no need to 
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repeat any previously submitted comments as these are already before the 
Inspector. 

All comments must be received no later than 5pm on Monday 7 September 2020. 

  

Next steps 

All of the responses received to this consultation will be sent to the Inspector. 
Matters raised may need to be discussed at the next examination hearing sessions. 
The need for further discussion on any matters raised, will however, be entirely at 
the discretion of the Inspector and will only take place if she considers that it will 
assist in her examination of the soundness of the plan. 

Phase 2 of the examination hearings are provisionally programmed to commence on 
Tuesday 20 October 2020 at 10am (this may be subject to change, particularly in 
light of the COVID-19 situation). These hearings will cover any outstanding matters 
arising from the first phase of hearings (including matters arising from this 
consultation), and examine other parts of the plan not considered in the Phase 1 
hearings. 

A further consultation will take place following the conclusion of the Phase 2 hearing 
sessions on the 'main modifications' to the plan that the Inspector considers are 
required to ensure its soundness. 

  

How to contact us 

Members of the Planning Policy Team are available throughout the consultation to 
help deal with any queries on the Local Plan, this consultation and requests for 
copies of the documents. Please contact us by email 
at PlanningStrategy@northumberland.gov.uk or by telephone on 0345 600 6400. 

  

Further information 

Further information on the Northumberland Local Plan Examination can be found on 
the website as set out below.  

• Northumberland Local Plan Examination - https://northumberland-
consult.objective.co.uk/portal/planning/localplan/lp-exam 

• Phase 1 Examination Hearings - https://northumberland-
consult.objective.co.uk/portal/planning/localplan/lp-exam-phase1 

• Phase 2 Examination Hearings - https://northumberland-
consult.objective.co.uk/portal/planning/localplan/lp-exam-phase2 

• Chapter 13 (Managing natural resources) Examination Hearings 
- https://northumberland-consult.objective.co.uk/portal/planning/localplan/lp-exam-
chapter13 
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