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The agenda and associated papers for the meeting were published on-line on Tuesday 4th 

August 2020 and the meeting was open for members of the public to attend. 
 
PRESENT 
Cllr Duncan Couchman (Chair), Cllr Glenn Simpson, Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Jennifer McGee, Cllr 
Tracy Gilmore (Ex Officio) 
 
2021/047 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Andy Gill, Cllr Angie Scott 
 
2021/048 Declarations of Interest 
None received. 
 
2021/049 DRAFT Minutes of Cemetery Meeting, held on 18th September 2019 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson  Seconded: Cllr Duncan Couchman 
 
2021/050 Edgewell Cemetery Service Level Agreement (SLA) with Northumberland 

County Council  
a) It was AGREED to receive, financial year – ‘to date’ figures relating to burials, interments, and 

memorial work: 
 

 

Burials Interments Memorial (Founds) 
Memorial 
(Install) 

    Number Meets Number Meets 
 

9 3 5 1 6 2 
 
 
 

b) It was AGREED to receive dates/frequency of grass-cutting and strimming carried out from 
the start of the financial year to the beginning of July: 

 
Entire Cemetery – 31/03-01/04, 05/05-06/05, 02/06-03/06, 16/06-17/06, 30/06-01/07  
New Cemetery and Section 5 of Old Cemetery – 16/04, 27/04, 12/05, 28/05, 12/06  
 
c) The Clerk that the road sweeper had visited on 1st and 16th April and 12th May.  No other 

updates were available at that time. 
 
2021/051 Edgewell Cemetery Quarterly Inspection (including resident concerns raised)  
a) The following report was received following inspections by the Clerk on 29th/30th July, members 

endorsed the actions taken and those scheduled to be taken. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers asked if the Clerk could check with NCC whether they schedule a revisit to the 
cemetery to collect dead weeds, following weedspraying.  It was discussed that weeds along the 
kerb may be collected by the road sweeper, but weeds on the gravel outside Edgewell Cemetery 
Chapel would not be.  It was AGREED the questions should be asked, as dead weeds are just as 
unsightly as weeds. 
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Issues Identified/Reported Action Agreed 

Edgewell Old Cemetery – Several established 
graves in section 5 are topped with poor spoil and 
shale with little chance of grass becoming 
established.  The result is extremely poor. 
 

Topping of graves will be scraped back, old spoil and 
shale removed and topped with topsoil and grass seed.  
Topsoil delivery is expected on 04/08 (NCC). 
 

Edgewell Old Cemetery – Exposed memorial founds 
and visible holes at front of some headstones. 

Earth rebuilt with topsoil and grass seed to rectify those 
identified.  Topsoil expected on 04/08.  Moving forward, 
those operatives who carry out the strimming of graves 
will be advised to look out for this and report 
immediately (NCC). 
 

Edgewell Old Cemetery – Several established 
graves in section 5 have sunk and require additional 
topping up and re-seeding. 
 

Longer grass will be strimmed down and topped with 
topsoil and grass seed.  It is expected that this will look 
worse before it looks better (NCC). 
Cemetery visitors will be advised of this ‘work in 
progress’ via the Town Council website (PTC). 
 

Edgewell Old & New Cemetery – A few recently 
attended graves have weeds and large stones in the 
topping up which looks poor. 
  

Topping up to be picked of stones and tidied up (NCC). 

Edgewell Old & New Cemetery - Dead Flowers in 
vases and old tributes. 
 

More frequent checks and removal to be carried out 
during litter picking (NCC). 
 

Edgewell New Cemetery – overfilled/unsightly spoil 
container. 
 

Remove all spoil (that will not be re-used) and old wood 
to tidy appearance (NCC). 

Edgewell Old Cemetery – south east corner (new 
entrance) is unsightly and unfinished. 
 

The area will be strimmed in the short-term (NCC).  
New fencing and landscaping to be agreed at the next 
Cemetery Meeting 10/08 (PTC). 
 

Edgewell Old Cemetery – absence of container for 
spoil disposal. 

Landscaping of south-west corner to include container 
for spoil disposal that can then be collected by grab-
wagon on roadside, 1-metre in from fence and far 
enough up to be hidden by landscaping, but still 
accessible (PTC). 
 

Edgewell Old Cemetery – entrance from Highfield 
Lane 

Cemetery Committee to consider leaving entrance as it 
is, pergola requires treatment.   
 

Edgewell Old/New Cemetery – additional items at 
the graveside make plots impossible to maintain and 
the result is extremely poor if not maintained by 
families. 
 

Cemetery Committee to consider action. 

Edgewell New Cemetery – kerb sets and gardens on 
top of plots are concerning.  Where half the plot has 
been dressed, topping up and maintenance is 
impossible.  Where the full plot is dressed, 
maintenance is not an issue, but potential 
sinkage/reopening is. 
 

The Council has written to families, no responses have 
been received to date.  The Cemetery Committee need 
to consider action where graves are unsightly as a 
result (PTC).    

Edgewell Old Cemetery – minor weeding, litter, and 
hedging issues. 
 

To be picked up in regular maintenance (NCC).  Moving 
forward, quarterly inspections by PTC will include David 
Hunt and Alan Hinde. July/October/January/April 
(NCC/PTC). 
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b) Referring to a complaint received from a member of the public, Cllr Tracy Gilmore echoed the 

words in her email sent on 29th July (with photographs), that the standards in the cemetery 
were not what the Council or the public expected. 

 
It was discussed that the matters referred to and found to be substandard were now being 
addressed, but that it was unsatisfactory that the cemetery was found to be in such a poor 
state for those visiting. 

 
Cllr Gilmore explained that she had visited with the complainant and contacted the Clerk the 
following day, although issues with email meant that the photographs were not sent until 29th 
July. 
 
Cllr Futers asked the record to reflect that he was proud of this Council’s investment in 
Edgewell Cemetery, following a number of years when investment was lacking and that the 
Cemetery Committee had worked hard to bring it up to a good standard.  Cllr Futers welcomed 
the inspection regime suggested and the reporting mechanisms in place but could not accept 
the comments alleging a period of neglect by this committee. 
 

2021/052  Cemetery Budget 
 
a) It was AGREED to receive the 2019/20 year-end figures which highlighted the need for the 

Council to continue to subsidise the fees received as income against cemetery running costs, 
in addition to any capital/development investment. 

 
 

Income

NCC Double Charging Refund £833.00

Cemetery Fees £19,513.00

Cemetery Phone Refund £6.32

Memorial Seats £3,371.00

Total £23,723.32

Expenditure

NCC SLA £32,860.00

Rates £1,215.23 £1,497.00

Electricity £234.07

Telephone £20.00

Water £201.19

Repairs £3,856.00

Development £15,574.82

Memorial Seats £3,627.50

NAMM Subscription £220.00

Memorial Safety £3,662.44

Total £57,588.81

Shortfall £33,865.49

Budget 

Running Costs £7,500.00

Development £24,000.00

£31,500.00

2019/20

2019/20
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b) It was AGREED to receive the 2020/21 quarter 1 figures.  The Clerk highlighted that the Q1 

shortfall of maintenance costs (£4,761) off-set by cemetery fees income confirm that that 
including an increased figure of £12,000 in this budget heading was sensible.  The Clerk 
confirmed that cemetery income is difficult to estimate but if activity continue as it has done, the 
budget figure will cover maintenance costs along with fees received.  This will be reviewed 
throughout the year. 

 

 
 
2021/053  Edgewell Old Cemetery, top left corner  
a) It was AGREED to receive and endorse the prerequisites for any landscaping plans and 

those provided to contractors: 
 The area to the south and north of the path is relatively large and is presently not landscaped and with 

active weeds. 

In the area to the south, the following should be incorporated: 

1. A spoil container, with a large section that the grab wagon can remove poor spoil from (coming over 
the top of the fence from the roadside) and a smaller section that better soil can be stored in. 

2. The area behind the spoil container (top corner) is not a priority as this is likely going to be screened 
so something very low maintenance and which will prevent anyone trying to use the area, is 
required.  There needs to be a sufficient gap to allow a wheelbarrow to come from the cemetery 
path to dispose of the spoil removed in the container. 

3. All ground that can be seen needs to be easy to maintain, with some attractive features and 
deterrent from going off path and into the area. 

 

  

Income

NCC Double Charging Refund

Cemetery Fees £8,464.00

Memorial Seats £20.00

Total £8,484.00

Expenditure

NCC SLA £12,569.00 (est)

Rates £491.03

Electricity £39.99

Water £84.99

Repairs

Development

Memorial Seats £60.00

NAMM Subscription

Memorial Safety

Total £13,245.01

Shortfall £4,761.01

Budget 

Running Costs £12,000.00

Development £15,000.00

£27,000.00

2020/21

2020/21

Quarter 1

Quarter 1
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In the area to the north, the following should be incorporated: 

4. All ground that can be seen needs to be easy to maintain, with some attractive features and 
deterrent from going off path and into the area. 

5. Likewise, planting/landscape that will deter people from the area and from cutting through (therefore 
not just open space) and reduce the likelihood of anyone going up to the fence of the neighbouring 
property. 

 
b) It was AGREED to receive landscaping ideas from trusted contractors.  Members discussed a 

number of ideas and alternatives and the following was AGREED: 
 
The Cemetery Committee agreed that they would like both sides to be mainly grassed.  The 
areas cannot raise the level too much, so it is expected that turf as opposed to topsoil, and 
seed will be more appropriate. 
 
The Cemetery Committee would like carpet roses up both side of the path from the entrance to 
the tree line on the right hand side and the same on the left, but leaving sufficient space for a 
wheel barrow to get through to the spoil heap. 
 
The Cemetery Committee agreed a spoil heap as opposed to spoil container, for easier 
disposal. Therefore, we need a 3-foot hedge on two sides – one parallel with the path and 
another with the tree line, laurel could work well here, but any that will give an attractive 3-4-
foot screen. 
 
Whereas grass would be suitable in between the hedge and the carpet roses, on the left, the 
other side of the spoil heap could be low/no maintenance ground covering, fern, and heathers 
for example. 
 
The gap needs an informal path towards the spoil heap, either wooden borders on either side 
or a whacked space between the grass and ground covering. 
 
The Cemetery Committee would also like x3 shrub beds on the right. They would like to see 
some attractive, easy to maintain shrubs, colour if possible, and definitely some berberis to 
deter folk from the fence line of the house. 
 
The verge on the outside of the fence has lost any growth of grass; this needs attention so it 
can be strimmed as part of the maintenance of the cemetery. 
 
The Cemetery Committee would like to consider a fully costed proposal at a meeting on 
Thursday 10th September, so would appreciate a response by Friday 4th September. 
 

c) It was AGREED to agree to seek a quotation for the remainder of the fence work (south of the 
path and up to the metal fencing on Highfield Lane), based on a continuation of what is 
installed to the north of the path. 

 
 
 


