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Summer 2020, funded by PTC and Tescos Bags of Help.  

 

Engaged 57 young people from the North East for 6 sessions per person. 

 

12 of these were funded by PTC and referred by local schools 

 

2 were funded by Tescos and were recruited directly by Stomping Grounds 

 

The remaining were fee paying parents who regularly attend our provision. 

 

Children received snacks, drinks and a campfire lunch as part of the provision. 

Transport was not provided. 

 

Participants are still majority white male without 

disability. One of our major aims for 2021 is to 

increase diversity of participation, focusing on 

engaging girls, members of the BAME 

community, and those with physical needs. We 

already have a high rate of participation of those 

from the neurodivergent community (ASD, 

ADHD, PDA, ODD). In order to achieve this, we 

will agree as a board to ringfence a percentage 

of our spaces for girls aged 5-18, BAME 

participants and participants with additional 

needs. A clear plan will be discussed and 

agreed with the board at the next directors 

meeting, including realistic and representative 

percentages. 

 

What went well during summer school: 
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Great feedback from parents and children. Feedback from practitioners: site was amazing, 

children really responded to the freedom to play with other children. Noticed a lot more 

conflict that our usual sessions, which was attributed to the effects of lockdown, not 

socialising with others, and Covid anxiety. 

 

What didn’t go so well: 
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In general, conflict between participants was more pronounced than normal, see above. 

Practitioners worked hard on conflict resolution but remarked that the group sizes (15) 

sometimes made this more difficult then they would have liked. In future, group sizes will be 

capped at 12 to maintain quality. Due to an issue with initial sign up, we didn’t gain consent 

for photographs and some parents were disappointed not to see regular social media 

updates. Most of our clubs include regular photo feedback so this should be easily fixed for 

next time. Practitioners noted that the day was quite long for participants, especially since 

they had been out of school for so long, but the length of the day worked well for parents so 

we designed each session to include some relaxation and snacks towards the end. 
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Overall, it was apparent that this provision was much needed this summer following 

lockdown and that children benefited from the opportunity to attend before returning to 

school. It worked well mixing our fee paying clients with funded families, to provide better 

socio economic mix and a more diverse group or children to learn from each other. Schools 

were really helpful in reaching those that needed the provision most, and were grateful for 

the opportunity.  


