
October Half Term Provision, Funded by Prudhoe Town Council and Stomping Grounds 
 
Engaged 23 Young People from the North East, over 4 days 9.30-3 
 
10 of these were funded by PTC and referred by local schools and community groups (£1000) 
 
2 were funded by Stomping Grounds Positive Action Fund and were recruited directly by Stomping 
Grounds 
 
The remaining 11 were fee paying parents who regularly attend our provision. 
 
We have 4 last minute cancellation from fee paying parents due to Covid and refunds were issued. 
Unfortunately refunds due to Covid are becoming more common and do affect our trading income, 
which reduces the amount of sessions we can offer to those that need it. 
 
1 of our Stomping Grounds spaces did not attend due to illness. 
 
All 10 of the PTC funded spaces were fully attended. 
 
2 spaces - Highfield Middle School - 2 Looked After Children in Foster Care 
2 spaces - Adderlane Primary - reasons not provided but families chosen by Head Teacher 
2 spaces - St Matthews - reasons not provided but families chosen by Head Teacher 
2 spaces - PCHS - additional needs and struggling socially at school 
 
The remaining 2 PTC spaces were not filled (we did not hear back from Prudhoe West, Ovingham or 
Mickley First school, although we do have good working relationships with SMT at Prudhoe West and 
Ovingham due to other projects we run) 
 
We offered the remaining 2 PTC spaces to 2 brothers from Adderlane who had attended in the 
summer and had greatly benefitted. Their mum was really pleased to have been contacted. The 
brothers have experienced family breakdown over the past 18 months. 
 
Children received snacks, drinks and a campfire lunch as part of the provision. 
Transport was not provided. 
 
Participants are still majority white male without disability. One of our major aims for 2021 is to 
increase diversity of participation, focusing 
on engaging girls, members of the BAME 
community, and those with physical 
needs. We already have a high rate of 
participation of those from the 
neurodivergent community (ASD, ADHD, 
PDA, ODD). In order to achieve this, we 
will agree as a board to ringfence a 
percentage of our spaces for girls aged 
5-18, BAME participants and participants 
with additional needs. A clear plan will be 
discussed and agreed with the board at 
the next directors meeting, including 
realistic and representative percentages. 
 



Whilst schools were made aware of our Positive Action programme, those referred were still in 
majority white male. However, additional needs such as: family breakdown, Look After Children, 
autistic or being assessed for autism, and struggling socially at school were presented as the reasons 
for referral. 
 
This year we also included the High School in our recruitment and were surprised and pleased to 
have 2 14 year olds attend. 
 
When asked what went well, responses included: 
Being outdoors 
Free play 
All of it 

 

 
 
When asked what didn’t go well, some responses mentioned ‘poor behaviour’, ‘bad language’ and 
‘older children’. We have reflected on this change in dynamic (with most of these comments likely 
coming from our usual fee paying client base) and put it down to the expansion of our holiday clubs to 
include local young people with additional needs. In line with our mission, which is to be accessible 
and inclusive whilst growing communities, we feel that longer term engagement with these under 



represented groups, with a mix of our fee paying clients who come from further afield, is a positive 
experience for both parties, supporting integration and a better understanding of the needs of others. 
 
The age range could be considered. Perhaps 5-10 and 10-18 are better age brackets, but this is 
dependent on numbers as would require 2 separate and distinct groups therefore doubling the cost. It 
is something that we could plan for in 2021 as we expand and grow. Our provision supports mixed 
age groups and feels that dividing children by age is not always appropriate to individual needs, 
however smaller age brackets might help us to define content within the sessions and be more 
responsive to those at the extreme ends of the age ranges (which was 5-14 in the October groups). 

 
 

 
 
Impacts 

 



 
 
 
Not all parents and carers complete our survey, which is to be expected. However, we were able to 
identify further impact through conversation with parents and carers in person, by phone and email 
 
-2 Looked after children, we had the following response from their carer: 
“Just read the observations from the leader involved with the half term activities involving **** and ****. 
Can I just say that we have had these children for 4 years now and have never come across anyone 
who, in such a small space of time, can sum these children up as well as your team have.  It is a daily 
battle to get people to understand the obstacles we (and the children) face constantly.  
 
Can I just thank you and your staff for the work they put in last week and how they have measured 
these children up in a realistic way. 
 
Am I ok to share this with the social worker as I feel this may be helpful to our cause?  Sure some of 
this will be shared at the next care team meeting.  Can't express how much it means to me to realise 
there is someone else out there who sees what we see.  “ 
 
We have since heard from their education team who are looking to work with the school to ensure 
these children can attend our sessions long term. 
 
Another parent of an autistic young person who is struggling at school said the following about the 
provision we could offer: 
“Thankyou as well was lost what to do it the holidays amazing what you all do x” 
We have been able to instigate longer term support for this family by contacting Early Help. 
 
The parents of the older children referred from PCHS have since signed their 14 year olds up to our 
RISE youth club, which is free and funded through Sports England. It is important to us that any work 
we carry out is sustainable and having these longer term options for children who take part is 
invaluable. 


