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The Northumberland Elections May 2021 – Recharges to the Parish, Town & Community 
Councils 
 
To Cllr Glen Sanderson, Cllr Nick Oliver, Cllr Wendy Pattison, Ms Daljit Lally and Ms Kelly 
Angus 
CC: The Elections Team 
 
Dear all, 
 
The Northumberland Elections May 2021 – Recharges to the Parish, Town & Community 
Councils 
 
The Association has been working with the Elections Team to brief the clerks and councils of 
Northumberland’s Parish, Town & Community Councils ahead of the elections next year. 
Most practical issues seem to have either been resolved or are capable of resolution. As an 
example we have already recommended that our Member Councils agree to the use of 
generic poll cards but if a Parish, Town or Community Council wishes for a bespoke card, 
then they should bear the extra costs 
 
The exception is that of the contribution towards the costs of contested elections in our 
sector. 
 
This Association has accepted the principle of a contribution as stated in the 
Northumberland Town & Parish Council Charter (October 2019). We are concerned, 
however, that there seems to be an expectation of an unduly high proportion of the costs to 
be borne by our Councils. 
 
We await the indicative figures from the elections team on the possible costs and their 
calculation but it seems as if they may be based on Parish, Town & Community Councils 
being billed for one-third of the costs of a contested election. 
 
Our understanding, supported by the Charter’s use of “contribution”, is that our sector will 
contribute towards the excess costs incurred by a contested election, over and above those 
being incurred for the County Council election. We do not expect any uncontested County 
Council seats.   
 
May 2021 will include the Police & Crime Commissioner’s delayed election (PCC). We 
consider it a matter of principle that any extra costs, such as the need for a separate 
dispatch of postal votes, should be charged to the PCC election and not to our sector. Mr 
Rickitt may have misunderstood but there seems to be an intention that the mailing for the 
PCC election will be combined with that for the County Council election, but then there would 
be a separate mailing for any contested Parish, Town or Community Council election. If that 
is the case then we strongly oppose the totality of the separate mailing being passed to our 
sector. Should there have been no PCC election then there would have been a single 
mailing as has occurred in previous years. 
 
Again, if there is a need for extra staff at polling stations because of the number of elections 
taking place, then those extra costs should be carried by the PCC elections. 
 
We have already requested that any recharges can be paid on 1 April 2022, even if invoiced 
in FY 2021/2022. This occurred in previous elections and is designed to accommodate those 
smaller councils when an unanticipated contest arises and therefore provision made in the 
precept set for 2022/2023. This is a particular concern at the present time given the 
pandemic where many Parish, Town & Community Councils are endeavouring to keep 
Council Taxes rises for the minimum. It would be unfortunate if rises had to take place just in 
case contested elections occur, in parishes where there may not have been contested 
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elections for many years, if at all. Indeed in 2013, the agreement was for costs to be paid 
over the following three financial years. 
 
The Association would therefore seek an urgent digital meeting early in January, when the 
indicative costs are available. 
 
We consider it appropriate for the Leader and Cabinet Members to be present as these are 
not issues concerning the actual conduct of the election but are financial matters and as 
such are executive functions within the meaning of the 2000 Act. Cllr Pattison also chairs the 
Town & Parish Liaison Working Group. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Stephen 

 
Stephen Rickitt 
Chief Officer 
 


