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The agenda and associated papers for the meeting were published on-line on 
Thursday 7th January 2021 and the meeting was open for members of the public to 
attend. 
 
PRESENT 
Cllr Jennifer McGee (Chair), Cllr Duncan Couchman, Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr Glenn Simpson, 
Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Angie Scott, Cllr Russ Greig, Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Carol 
Stephenson, Cllr Tracy Gilmore, Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
 
Also, in attendance County Cllr Gordon Stewart, County Cllr Anne Dale, Kath Heard 
(Principle Surveyor Karbon Homes), James Robinson (Press) 
 
PCW2021/090 Welcome by the Chair 
Cllr Jennifer McGee welcomed everyone to the meeting, and in particular Kath Heard. 
 
PCW2021/091 Apologies for Absence   
Cllr Angie Scott, Cllr Ignasious Varghese 
 
PCW2021/092 Declarations of Interest  
Cllr Jennifer McGee declared an ‘other interest’ (non-pecuniary) for item 8 as a Karbon 
Homes tenant and although permitted to stay and speak on the matter, but not vote, would 
leave the meeting for the item. 
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore declared a pecuniary interest in the planning application 20/03905/FUL, 6 
Leaburn Terrace, as was selling the property. 
 
Cllr Duncan Couchman declared an ‘other interest’ (non-pecuniary) for item 10 as a 
member of the church community and would therefore not take part in any vote on the item. 
 
The Clerk checked that Cllr Duncan Couchman as Vice-Chair was able to chair for item 8 
when Cllr Jennifer McGee would be absent from the meeting. 
 
PCW2021/093 Dispensations None received.  
 
PCW2021/094 Public Participation 
No items of public participation had been received. 
 
PCW2021/095 DRAFT Minutes of the Combined Ordinary Meeting and Planning, 
Contract & Works Committee Meeting, held on 16th December 2020  
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes as a true record, with the typing error to 2020 
corrected. 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Bryan Futers  Seconded: Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
 
PCW2021/096 Clerk’s Report 
The following verbal report was given. 
 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) – The funding commitment has been 

reduced slightly (-£225) as Northumbria Police achieved some economies of scale in orders 
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placed.  The Clerk has requested progress with the invoice so this can be paid in the current 

financial year. 

Additional Flower Column for Mickley – this has been ordered from supplier and all costs 

have been committed. 

Allotments – following the liaison meeting last night there are a number of actions for both 

the Council and Prudhoe Gardeners Association (PGA) to progress some outstanding 

issues.  A brief report has been sent out today and will be received at the February 

Planning, Contract and Works meeting. 

Bus Shelter on The Glade – the shelter was due to be installed at the beginning of January 

when the shelter opposite the Dr Syntax was refurnished, but Clerk was reluctant to sign off 

the exact position until approval was received from NCC.  This has now been received and 

the recommendation is to remove the seat near the bus stop and locate the shelter here.  

As this is in keeping with the Council’s initial thoughts, the Clerk will arrange for the seat to 

be removed to coincide with installation of the shelter.  As an aside, the Council removed 

another of these seats when the Armed Forces Memorial Seat was installed, although there 

has been no official transfer of the seats, we have maintained them. 

The Glade – ownership and responsibility are being investigated in response to calls for 

more regular gritting and the fact the area is in complete darkness.  The overhead lights 

remain out as well as those fixed into the wall.  Longer term, ownership and maintenance is 

an issue as surfacing will continue to deteriorate.  PTC took over responsibility for the flower 

beds and the seats from NCC, or so it was thought.  There remain walls, the structure, 

steps, and paving.  This also concerns the areas between the Corner Café and the Glade, 

Hayes and the Spetchells and Spetchells and Just to Say.  IT WAS AGREED this should be 

added to a future agenda. 

COVID Response – the Clerk has liaised with Northumberland Hub today in response to a 

couple of calls regarding prescriptions/shopping.  It was confirmed that all pharmacies have 

a responsibility to deliver medication to shielded folk in tier 4.  Additionally, the Clerk was 

reassured that it was fine to refer those with needs to the Northumberland Hub, contact 

number (01670) 620015.  The Clerk has heard back from callers in regards medicine to say 

they were sorted and thank you.  

PCW2021/097 Bus Shelters at Stonyflat Bank (Kath Heard MRICS, Principle 
Surveyor, Growth and Business Development, Karbon Homes, in attendance) 
  

Cllr Jennifer McGee left the meeting. 
 
Cllr Duncan Couchman welcomed Kath Heard to speak. 
 
Kath Heard advised that in those instances where bus shelters were required on Karbon 
Homes land rather than the highway verge, it would be necessary to create a lease for this 
purpose, as advised and she hoped to address the councils concerns by way of questions. 
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In response to several questions from Cllr Bryan Futers regarding the requirement for a 
lease for shelters that have been in place for decades and the expected liability from this 
Kath Heard responded. 
 

• Any new requests for items to be located on Karbon Homes land come via Asset 
Management and are dealt with under either a licence or lease.  On this occasion a 
lease was considered the most appropriate.  This would be for 99 years and at a 
peppercorn rent. 

• Even statutory equipment, i.e. utility meters, require the same arrangement. 

• The highway verge overrules land ownership, therefore anything classed as highway 
would not be considered. 

• In the event of an accident, Prudhoe Town Council would be covered as have everything 
required in place.  Without a lease, Karbon Homes would not be covered and could face 
litigation.  In the current climate risk must be measured and steps taken to avoid 
potential liabilities. 

• A 99-year lease would also offer protection to the Council who would have assurance 
that Karbon Homes would not ask for the shelter to be taken away. 

• With regard the historical catch-up, it is the case that due to the land ownership changes 
over the years there are a number items that Karbon Homes may not be aware of but as 
they are brought to the organisations attention they will be regulated on a piecemeal 
basis. 

 
In response to a question from Cllr Glenn Simpson regarding the costs involved and the 
Council’s duty to protect the public purse, Kath Heard responded as follows: 
 

• The legal fees have been kept low in view of this with Karbon Homes paying 50% of the 
costs.  Although usually legal costs are excessive, it is hoped that any future lease can 
be modelled on the original and therefore lower again. 

 
In response to Cllr Glenn Simpson’s statement that it was vey unlikely that there would be 
any litigation as there were no historical accidents relating to bus shelters, Kath Heard 
responded that likelihood was not the only factor when assessing risk, the consequence 
could be potentially severe. 
 
In response the Cllr Chris Barrett’s statement that he had concerns that the Council would 
be held to ransom for any piece of equipment it wished to install, when installation would be 
for the benefit of the public and often Karbon Homes residents, Kath Heard responded that 
being a landowner brings responsibility and regardless whether this was a public service, 
the land was private. 
 
In response to a question from Cllr Gerry Price regarding the extent of Town Council 
property on Karbon Homes land, the Clerk responded that those in question had been made 
known to Karbon Homes and were minimal.  Exact locations and land searches were all that 
remained to be done. 
 
In response to a question from Cllr Chris Barrett about the possibility of the land being 
gifted, rather than leased to the Council, Kath Heard responded that this could be 
considered. 
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Kath Heard confirmed that the cost is expected to be the same to have the land transferred 
as it is to have a lease agreed. 
 
The Clerk advised that transferring the land could not be agreed at the meeting as this 
would need to be properly placed on an agenda, allowing further matters in regards costs 
and land ownership to be confirmed.  In regards the present agenda item, the Clerk 
remained unable to place the order for the shelters as the outcome was yet unagreed. 
 
The Clerk also advised that it would be unusual to desire to own land for the purpose of 
installing a litter bin. 
 
It was AGREED that exact locations would be shared with Kath Heard and land ownership 
and costs would be confirmed, following which, how to proceed would be added to a future 
agenda. 
 
Cllr Duncan Couchman thanked Kath Heard for attending and handed back to Cllr Jennifer 
to Chair the meeting. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee re-joined the meeting. 
 
Cllr Robert Blackburn joined the meeting. 
 
PCW2021/098 Planning Matters  

a) It was AGREED to RESPOND to the following Planning Applications, received since 9th 
December 2020 (click on each link to open the application on the NCC Planning Portal): 

 

20/04092/FUL 2 Valley View Prudhoe Northumberland NE42 5BL 
It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application. 
 

20/03905/FUL 6 Leaburn Terrace Prudhoe Northumberland NE42 6JA 

It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application. 
 

20/03967/FUL 6 John Wesley Court Prudhoe NE42 5QB 

It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application. 
 

20/03301/ADE Land South of Regents Drive Prudhoe Northumberland 

It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application. 
 
b) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the following NCC Planning Decisions, received since 9th 

December, (click on each link to open the application decision on the NCC Planning 
Portal): 

 
20/03499/FUL Land in-between 63 And 68 Front Street Front Street Prudhoe 
Northumberland 
Northumberland County GRANTED Permission. 
 
20/03684/ADE Land South Of Regents Drive Prudhoe Northumberland 
Northumberland County Granted Permission. 
  

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QKME7MQS0IS00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QJZWYFQS0M800
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QK8OZOQSKAW00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QHQHYDQSJ8Y00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QIHYPMQSJKF00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QIHYPMQSJKF00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QJ61BHQSJUN00
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20/02565/FUL 24 Highfield Prudhoe Northumberland NE42 6EZ 
Northumberland County GRANTED Permission. 
 
20/02564/FUL 25 Highfield Prudhoe Northumberland NE42 6EZ 
Northumberland County GRANTED Permission. 
 
20/02895/FUL Prudhoe Youth Association Charity Shop Front Street Prudhoe 
Northumberland 
Northumberland County REFUSED Permission. 
 
PCW2021/099 COVID-19 Specific Funding 
a) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the funding application for £1,200 to support private 

counselling services (40 hours) to be arranged via Prudhoe Parochial Church. 
b) It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application.   
c) It was AGREED to move money into Grant Aid to support the application. 
 
PCW2021/100 Seat on Highfield Lane  
a) It was AGREED to purchase a new seat and locate it further east on Highfield Lane to 

take in the views. 
b) It was AGREED to purchase the previously ordered KC Anti-Vandal seat from David 

Ogilvie at a cost of £645 (excluding delivery and installation). 
 
PCW2021/101 Highfield Park Skate Park 
It was AGREED that Cllr Jennifer McGee, Cllr Tracy Gilmore, Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Bryan 
Futers, Cllr Duncan Couchman and Cllr Gerry Price would form the evaluation group for 
tenders received in respect of Highfield Park Skate Park. 
 
PCW2021/102 Exclusion of the Press and Public  
It was AGREED to APPROVE a motion to invoke Standing Order 2d) to exclude the press 
and public, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, permitted 
under Schedule (12A) Local Government Act 1972 
 
PCW2021/103 Tree Inventory, Inspection and Management 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE a survey proposal and quotation from MWA Arboriculture 
Limited to conduct a Level 2 Formal Inspection and follow up report and findings on notable 
trees within the Town Council responsibility.  This would include populating the OTISS 
cloud-based system which the Council should subscribe to.  The cost for the work is £950 
with additional subscription costs depending on number of trees listed. 
 
It was AGREED to place an order for the work. 
 
PCW2021/104 Hygiene Services for South Road Toilets 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE a quotation from PHS for the provision and servicing of a 
sanitary bin in the women’s and accessible toilets at a cost of £154.96/year (service 
frequency 13 p/a). 
 
It was AGREED to approve that the Clerk sign a three-year contract for the service as 
described above. 
 
END OF MEETING 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QEU9QPQS0K500
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QEU9KGQS0K500
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QG3BEMQSIKO00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QG3BEMQSIKO00

