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The Ebenezer Chapel was built in 1874 shortly after the Mickley Coal Company took over 
the colliery at West Wylam in the 1860’s.   
 
The chapel has played a significant role in the lives of the community and served the 
mining community of West Wylam until the colliery closed in 1961. 
 
Ebenezer Chapel remained following the demolition of the old colliery cottages and 
continued as a chapel until 2015 when it held its last service. 
 
The Chapel is one of Prudhoe’s most recognisable buildings as you enter the town from 
the East. 
 
Prudhoe has had many Methodist Chapels throughout its history, on the site of the current 
Spetchells, Herons, Glendinning’s Garage and on Adderlane Road. The Ebenezer is the 
last remaining. 
 
The Ebenezer is currently on the market through Foster Maddison in Hexham and has 
attracted attention from developers. 
 
Prudhoe Community Partnership has been negotiating to buy Ebenezer Chapel since 
2018. They would retain the existing building and convert it into social housing managed 
by Karbon Homes. They have not been able to agree with the Methodist Church how to 
remove the covenant as explained in the report to follow (provided by PC), but still hope 
that their scheme may be successful.  
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R e p o r t  t o  t r u s t e e s  m e e t i n g  o n  1 9 t h  J a n u a r y   2 0 2 1         

 
E B E N E Z E R  C H A P E L  C O N V E R S I O N   
A g e n d a  N o  1 0 i i i  
 
Summary: To report to trustees that negotiations to purchase and convert Ebenezer 
Chapel have reached a stalemate.   
 
Background: We have been in negotiation with the Methodist Church since Sept 2018 to 
purchase the redundant chapel between the main road and West Wylam estate with a 
view to converting Ebenezer into five flats for local people at affordable rents. One of the 
flats would be fully accessible. 

            
 
The project has been undertaken with help from Norman Hooks from SCATA  (Stocksfield 
Community Association Trading Arm) which has experience of building award winning 
social housing in Stocksfield at  Guessburn & Branch End.  
 
The Partnership was awarded £12,000 in July 2019 by the County Council for the 
preparatory work which included a structural survey, valuation, bat survey and architects 
fees.  Plans were drawn up for conversion into five flats as in the right hand picture above.  
Subject to formal application, the County Council would then provide the funds to 
purchase Ebenezer and we would enter into a partnership with Karbon Homes (as with the 
flats above 68 &69 Front St) who would fund the conversion and then manage the flats. 
Karbon would recive the rental to recover their outlay and pay us a small annual ground 
rent.  
 
The problem with the Covenant  
There is a covenant on the property probably imposed by the Liddell estate and then 
transferred to the Coal Authority.  The covenant restricts use to religious purposes. 
Apparently, this is not unusual, and the Coal Authority routinely negotiates removal of 
covenants for an agreed fee.  
 
There have been various protracted negotiations between the Coal Authority and firstly 
the Methodist Church and latterly ourselves in which we understand that the covenant 
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could be varied to the satisfaction of the County Council and Karbon for an agreed sum 
which would include a sizable chunk of legal costs.  
During these negotiations, we understood that the Church was willing, in principle, to sell 
the Ebenezer to us and that we had ‘first refusal’.  
 
Current impasse 
The County Council is willing, in principle, to grant funds for the purchase price and an 
additional amount to cover the costs of varying the covenant.  We have proposed paying 
the Church this sum providing they arrange for the covenant to be varied.  
 
The Methodist Church is unwilling to use its own funds to pay for the covenant to be 
varied even though they will recover them through the purchase.  It has therefore been 
decided to put Ebenezer for sale on the open market ‘as seen’ - leaving the purchaser the 
job of varying or removing the covenant. The County Council could not provide grant aid 
whilst the restrictive covenant is in place as it would be funding a building that could not 
be used for social housing. 
 
The only obvious purchaser would be another church as, with Ebenezer still subject to a 
restrictive covenant, the site is likely to be unattractive to any other purchasers.  
 
Reflection  
Norman and I are very disappointed. We felt we had an understanding with the Church 
and still believe there is a deal here entirely achievable which would benefit both the 
Methodist Church and the community.  It is still possible that the Church will come back to 
us if they are unable to sell Ebenezer, but we don’t feel there is anything else we can do 
at this stage.  
 
Gh/12jan 


