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Clerk’s Report – Cemetery Committee – 24th March 2021 
 

Unauthorised Kerb Sets 

The Council has and continues to reiterate the rules regarding kerb sets and additional items on 
graves.  This is in the rules sent out with deeds when families contact the Council and in our rules 
on the Council’s website. 
 
The Cemetery Committee considered, but did not agree, any additional action if the rules are 
broken, other than acknowledging that the grave cannot be maintained by the Council and must 
therefore be maintained by the family. 
 
The Clerk recently attended training on Cemetery Management.  There was clear instruction to 

avoid having rules than are not enforced, from a liability perspective.  If there was an accident in 

the cemetery due to kerb sets or additional items on graves, the Town Council would not avoid 

liability due to items being unauthorised.  The Council could be without protection in this instance 

as has not enforced the rules. 

The Clerk advises that we speak to our insurers.  If the Cemetery Committee wishes to continue 

with a ‘lighter touch’ approach, it would be advisable to include the following or similar in addition 

to the wording that families must maintain their own graves, if not adhering to the rules. 

Where additional planting, ornaments and kerb sets exist within the confines of the 
10ft x 4ft grave, the Council will not act to remove these but will expect a level of 
maintenance on the part of the family.  If the level of maintenance deteriorates at any 
time, the Council will seek to remedy the situation by removing items from graves.   
 
If following inspection, it is found that additional planting, ornaments, and kerb sets on 
graves, pose a risk to anyone visiting the cemetery, we will ask families to remove them, or 
the Council will seek to remedy the situation by removing the items. 

 
The Cemetery Committee agreed to consider the use of authorised kerb sets in the future. 
 

Trees adjacent to Edgewell Court 

The resident who reported the tree contacted the Council to express thanks for the swift 

response and to commend the work carried out. 

Cemetery Notice Boards 

The notice boards have been replaced with updated information and logo and the board at the 

pedestrian entrance off Highfield Lane has been moved to the new entrance off Edgewell Road.  

Landscaping in Old Cemetery 

Works is complete and with some time for shrubs, hedges, and planting to become established, it 

will look very impressive.  There is a specified area for NCC to dispose of spoil, which can then 

be collected over the fence from the main road.  This is only for NCC spoil from graves, it is 

terribly expensive to dispose of mixed waste.  The Clerk will write to all memorial masons 

licensed to work in Edgewell Cemetery to remind them that they must remove their waste, or this 

will be considered fly-tipping. 
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Old Cemetery, Section 5 

In consultation with cemetery staff, the Clerk has plotted the next couple of rows in Section 5 of 

the Old Cemetery.  There are 25 spaces on the next row and 18 on the row after that.   

Additionally, there are 9 spaces at the top along the last 3 rows.  In total there could be up to 100 

additional spaces in the Old Cemetery, which could serve a further 100 years. 

New Cemetery, Section 2 

In the middle section of the New Cemetery (Section 2) we have begun with double graves and 
there are 8 burials with a space left in between.  We are half-way down the first row and the 
ground below is rock, therefore like section 5, singles and cremated remains be most suitable. In 
view of this the next row will be used for doubles and we will see how the ground lies as we move 
down the row. 

 
Old Cemetery, Section 1 

Part of the path that runs through the middle of section 1 and 2 has been closed due to two large 

memorials than have excessive play on pins, deeming them unsafe. 

Due to the commercial sensitivity of any action by the Cemetery Committee, this is in private and 

confidential at the end of the meeting. 

 


