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Clerk’s Report – March 2021 

Fair View/South Road Car Park 

Following confirmation that both the resurfacing and wall repointing were in hand, there was a 

delay in information from the Safety Team. 

Andy Olive has now confirmed that the Safety Team have concluded that there are no grounds 

for a barrier from a safety point of view.  On consultation with ward Cllrs the Clerk has asked if 

the supposition of the Safety Team can be challenged.    Failing that NCC Highways has 

requested the Council’s thoughts on a fence or bollards to act as a visual deterrent rather than 

a safety feature.  The Council’s opinion is being sought without any commitment as funding is 

not in place for any scheme of this nature, but it could be investigated.  There is ongoing 

dialogue with ward Cllrs via email which will be brought back to the Council, pending any 

decision being required. 

Highfield Park Skate Park 

The website and Facebook Page have been updated details of the consultation on design and 

development of the concrete skate park.  So far, the log in details have been shared with 

seven users, in addition to those who were part of the initial user group.  

Grant Aid 

Grant Aid was launched on 26th February with a closing of date of 31st March.  This will allow a 

small group to meet and make recommendations to the April Ordinary Meeting. 

Castledene Allotments (Tree Removal Requested) 

Following the Gardeners Liaison Meeting that reported a large tree overshadowing an 

allotment, from the woodland on Badger Bank, the Clerk has met with a tree surgeon to seek 

advice. 

The location of the tree, which is a large ash, means any work is technical as there is a 

chicken coup and a greenhouse beneath the overhanging branches.  Furthermore, as it is not 

possible to get the chipper in, disposing off-site would require traffic management, increasing 

the cost.  Whether a crown lift to reduce overhanging branches, or felling to ground level, there 

is substantial wood to be disposed of, but it could be disposed in habitat piles in the woodland. 

At the time of writing, the Clerk is updating the Allotment Association and the Green Spaces 

Officer at County Council, in the hope that we can agree an approach, before this comes back 

to the Council. 

Street Naming – Cottier Grange 

The small group of Cllrs who were delegated to respond to future street name requests for the 

Cottier Grange development have responded to a request for an elevated street in phase 

three.  The suggestion was Bernica Rise or Liddell Heights, both on the agreed list.  The Clerk 

is liaising with Gentoo as to whether Liddell Heights would be better held over for a prominent 

street.  

Ebenezer Chapel 

A letter has been sent via email to the following people in respect of the sale of Ebenezer 

Chapel: 



  AGENDA 7, Enc ii) 

Joanne Balmforth BA(Hons), MSc (Arch Cons), IHBC Conservation Officer (Manchester)   

Rev Paul Dunstan - Superintendent Minister, Tynedale Methodist Circuit 

Jo Hibbard – Director of Engagement, The Methodist Church 

North Wylam View, Castlefields Drive 

A letter has been sent to NCC Local Services Director Paul Jones, copied to County Cllr Ken 

Stow, and Ian Tallentire (Bellway Homes) seeking a response on ownership and maintenance 

of said area. 

The Glade 

A letter has been sent to NCC Local Services Director Paul Jones, copied to County Cllr 

Gordon Stewart, Leader Glenn Sanderson in respect of ongoing maintenance of surfacing, 

lighting, and structure on the Glade.  Paul Jones has responded that he will look into the 

background/history of the Glade and see what information is available to assist in the process 

of clarifying the respective ownership and maintenance responsibilities of this area, so that the 

problems we have outlined are addressed and a clear management plan can be progressed, 

as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 


