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The agenda and associated papers for the meeting were published on-line on 
Wednesday 24th March 2021 and the meeting was open for members of the public to 
attend. 

PRESENT 

Cllr Tracy Gilmore (Chair), Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Jennifer McGee, Cllr Duncan Couchman, 
Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr Glenn Simpson, Cllr Russ Greig, Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Carol 
Stephenson, Cllr Robert Mullens, Cllr Robert Blackburn 
 
Also, in attendance County Cllr Gordon Stewart, County Cllr Anne Dale 

OM2021/160  Welcome by the Chair 

Cllr Tracy Gilmore welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

OM2021/161  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Ignasious Varghese, Cllr Angie Scott 

OM2021/162  Declarations of Interest  

None. 

OM2021/163  Dispensations     

Not applicable. 

OM2021/164  Public Participation 

No items of public participation had been received. 

OM2021/165  Prudhoe Youth Project (PYP), Gemma Nixon (PYC Youth 

Development Worker) and Dorothy Dickinson (PYP Trustee) in attendance 

a) End of Financial Year Update 

It was AGREED to receive the update circulated in advance of the meeting.  
 
Further to the report Gemma Nixon commended the work of the detached team who had 
engaged with some young people in the last couple of weeks on detached routes. 
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore expressed that she was really impressed with the numbers engaging and 
registered in the current times. 
 
Cllr Glenn Simpson commented on the importance of PYP, and that progress was pleasing 
and something to build on, adding that the future looked bright for the group. 

b) Funding 

It was AGREED to release remaining funding of £3,090.26 for spending in the final quarter 
to year end. 

OM2021/166  Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on 24th February 2021 

It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record. 

Proposed: Cllr Jennifer McGee  Seconded: Cllr Bryan Futers 
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OM2021/167  Draft Minutes of the Planning, Contract and Works Committee, 

held on 10th March 2021  

It was AGREED to receive the minutes for information, these minutes will be received as a 
true record at the meeting of the PCW’s committee 

OM2021/168  Clerk’s Report  

It was AGREED to receive the Clerk’s update on items actioned since the previous 
meeting, as detailed: 

Council Meetings (after 7th May) 

As you know legislation that permits remote meetings is due to end on 7th May.  In a letter to 

all council leaders on 25th March 2021, the Minister for Regional Growth and Local 

Government, Luke Hall MP has confirmed that legislation permitting remote meetings will 

not be extended in England.  

In his letter the Minister explains that extending the regulations beyond 7th May requires 

primary legislation and given the ‘severe pressure’ on the government’s legislative 

programme, it had been ‘concluded that it is not possible to bring forward emergency 

legislation on this issue at this time’. 

Citing the continuing progress of the vaccination programme, the drop in numbers of cases 

of Covid-19 and the Government roadmap out of lockdown as key considerations in their 

decision, he recognised the concerns surrounding holding face-to-face meetings but stated 

that it is for ‘local authorities to apply the Covid-19 guidance to ensure meetings take place 

safely’.  

It is currently being suggested that those Councils who have to hold an Annual Meeting 

within 21 days of an election, hold a physical meeting after 17th May, a further milestone in 

the roadmap out of lockdown.  

If there is no last-minute reprieve, the Council will be asked to agree delegated powers for 

decisions at our meeting on 28th April 2021.  Additionally, the Clerk will seek a suitable 

venue to safely hold a ‘physical’ Annual Meeting of the Council, in advance of 27th May 

2021, as well as seeking IT support to live stream this. 

Ian Lowery’s Commemorative Seats 

Seats were installed on Sunday, ready for football being back on Monday.  Two at Prudhoe 

Youth Club FC (PYCFC) and one at Highfield Park.  Ian’s family are delighted with the seat 

at Highfield Park which takes in the views.  PYCFC wish to pass on their thanks to the 

Council for their support on this.  Everyone is really pleased with the result.  Wilton Holmes 

is sorted the plaques. 

Prudhoe WI Raised Beds 

The WI is disappointed with the response regarding a raised bed on The Glade, but they do 

need time to consider this at a meeting along with the Council’s suggestions. 

Cemetery Committee 

The Cemetery Committee met last Wednesday, and a number of actions were agreed.  The 

minutes will be brought to the PCW’s meeting in April and will be presented for agreement 

as a true record at this time also. 
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Upper Flower Beds at Road Ends Toilets 

The Clerk has raised with the contractor the appearance of the beds.  Unfortunately, there is 

lots of celandine coming through, so it needs to be poisoned. 

Waterworld Play Area 

Responsibility for the play area will not be transferred from the start of April, as expected as 

the lease has not been actioned.  This has been picked up again and will be brought to a 

meeting for approval of signing, as soon as possible.  

Matters Outstanding 

Updates will be brought on the following items as soon as received: 

1. Fair View/South Road Car Park 

2. Castledene Allotments (tree removal) 

3. Ebenezer Chapel 

4. North Wylam View 

5. The Glade 

OM2021/169  County Councillor Reports 

County Cllr Anne Dale – Mickley Ward 

Cllr Dale reported that there was a request for a larger litter bin in Mickley which she was 

liaising with the Clerk about.  Cllr Dale also took the opportunity to thank the Clerk for the 

work carried out. 

County Cllr Gordon Stewart – Prudhoe South 

Cllr Stewart celebrated the jobs boost created by Tyne View Retail Park and reported that 
McDonalds were working closely with the Department for Work and Pensions to place local 
people into the vacant posts.  Cllr Stewart also described that both Prudhoe Front Street 
and Eastwood Park were showing a great deal of positivity for the future which was great 
news. 
 
Cllr Carol Stephenson questioned Cllr Stewart about the trail bikes being used in and 
around Humbles Wood.  Following discussion Cllr Stewart confirmed that he and the police 
were attending the site when vehicles were reported and would continue to do so. 
 
Cllr Glenn Simpson questioned Cllr Stewart about a well-publicised incident in his ward 
which involved a Cllr on the roof of Waterworld Leisure Centre and whether this act was 
carried out with permission and with health and safety precautions.  Cllr Stewart responded 
that he was not present or made aware of the incident in advance and that a complaint had 
been received. 

OM2021/170  Monthly Accounts  

a) Statement of Budget and Expenditure 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the statement from 1st April 2020 – 9th March 2021. 

b) Bank Reconciliation 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the Bank Reconciliation from 10th February 2021 – 9th March 

2021 
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c) Schedule of Payments  

It was AGREED to ENDORSE those accounts paid since 24th February 2021, included on 

the payment schedule, and it was AGREED to PAY those listed to be paid. 

d) Office Photocopier  

It was AGREED to endorse the action of the Clerk/Chair in securing a new lease and 

service agreement for an office photocopier with NCS, the Council’s existing supplier.  The 

Council would receive a new copier at the same rental charge and service charges would 

be reduced. 

OM2021/171  Police and Crime Commissioner, Northumberland County Council 

and Town and Parish Council Elections, May 2021 

a) Elections Timetable 

It was AGREED to receive and note the timetable for elections, received in advance of the 

meeting. 

b) Polling Stations  

It was AGREED to receive and note the changes to Polling Stations in Prudhoe, received in 

advance of the meeting. 

OM2021/172  North Wylam View, Castlefields Drive (placed on the agenda by 

Cllr Gerry Price) 

a) It was AGREED to write to Northumberland County Council to seek action to address a 
lack of maintenance of hedgerow/trees that border North Wylam View with open space, 
previously developer’s play space (now removed)  

b) It was AGREED to seek formal written confirmation from both NCC and Bellway Homes 
as to the responsibility for trees and hedgerow adjacent to North Wylam View 

OM2021/173  Grant Aid 2021/22 

It was AGREED that Cllrs Tracy Gilmore, Jennifer McGee, Gerry Price, Bryan Futers, and 

Angie Scott would review Grant Aid applications received and make recommendations for 

individual awards to the April Ordinary Meeting.  It was AGREED the meeting would be 

held between 7th – 20th April. 

OM2021/174  Bus Shelters/Street Furniture on land that belongs to Karbon 
Homes   

a) Land Ownership  
It was AGREED to receive confirmation of land ownership for bus shelters and street 

furniture located in West Wylam, and additional bus shelters (2) proposed to be located on 

Stonyflat Bank, sent out in advance of the meeting. 

b) Legal Costs  
It was AGREED to receive indicative costs for the transfer of land, from Karbon Homes to 

Prudhoe Town Council, for the purpose of legally owning and siting bus shelters.  These 
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costs were £500 for Legal Fees to Karbon Homes and no more than £350 for our own legal 

advice. 

c) Freehold Land Transfer  
It was AGREED to request Karbon Homes draw up a Draft ‘Transfer Deed’ for the transfer 

of land on which bus shelters are sited or proposed to be sited.  The Clerk confirmed that 

once received this will be presented for agreement by the Council and the Council will agree 

to instruct a solicitor. 

d) Licence for Street Furniture  
It was AGREED to request Karbon Homes draw up a Draft ‘Licence’ for street furniture 

owned by Prudhoe Town Council, located on Karbon Homes land.  The cost associated with 

this is £150 to Karbon Homes solicitor.  The Clerk advised that it was not necessary for the 

Council to obtain their own legal advice for the purpose of a licence.  The Clerk advised that 

once received the licence will be presented for agreement by the Council and signed by the 

Clerk, on behalf of the Council. 

END OF MEETING 
 


