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PRESENT 

Cllr Jennifer McGee (Chair), Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Russ Greig, Cllr Carol Stephenson, Cllr 
Gerry Price, Cllr Duncan Couchman, Cllr Glenn Simpson, Cllr Robert Mullens, Cllr Tracy 
Gilmore, Cllr Chris Barrett 
 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart, Cllr Anne Dale, members of the public 

PCW2021/133 Welcome by the Chair 

Cllr Jennifer McGee welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Cllr McGee requested a period of 
one-minute silence to mark the passing of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
 
One-minute silence was held. 

PCW2021/134 Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Ignasious Varghese, Cllr Robert Blackburn, Cllr Angie Scott 

PCW2021/135 Declarations of Interest 

None 

PCW2021/136 Dispensations   

None  

PCW2021/137 Public Participation 

Cllr Jennifer McGee read a statement and questions, received from a resident of Tilley 
Crescent, Castlefields in relation to the planning application on the agenda, 20/00230/FUL 
Land South of Broom House Lane Station Road Prudhoe Northumberland.  Cllr McGee 
proposed that the questions be included with the Town Council’s response to the Planning 
Authority.  This was AGREED. 
 

20/00230/FUL Land South of Broom House Lane Station Road Prudhoe Northumberland 

Cllr Jennifer McGee read as follows: 

FILTER DRAIN 

In reference to the existing filter drain you state: "On occasions this filter drain cannot cope 
with the volume of water and this has caused flooding in the past." 
The reality is the filter drain is permanently silted up causing a constant flow of water onto 
the highway and into resident’s gardens. You state that: "It has been proposed that this filter 
drain will be upgraded", yet there does not appear to be any drawings or designs submitted. 
Also, you will be aware that existing drawings submitted by Queensbury Design indicate the 
existing filter drain along Broomhouse Land passed the proposed SUDS basin and beyond. 
These drawings are incorrect as the filter drain stops approximately 100 metres west of the 
SUDS basin.  
  
Q1. Can you confirm that a decision on this planning application will not be made until full 
drawings of the design of the proposed upgraded filter drain, including the installation of a 
new section to accommodate the overflows from the SUDS basin weir, have been 
submitted and agreed by yourself? 
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Q2. Can you advise on how the soil and other material from the steep bank sides below the 
trees and hedges along Broomhouse Lane will be retained and prevented from falling into 
the new proposed filter drain and who will maintain this and the hedgerow? 
  
Q3. Can you confirm who will regularly inspect, maintain and be responsible for the filter 
drain once the development is complete? 
  

GROUNDWATER 

Local knowledge of the site would suggest that there are three houses on the plans in the 
exact location of the groundwater springs.  
  
Q4. Can you confirm that there are no groundwater springs where houses are located on 
the plans? 
  
Q5. Can you confirm who will maintain the proposed groundwater interception chambers 
and drains? 
  

SURFACE WATER 

You state: "All surface water from the development will connect to the existing sewerage 
system adopted by Northumbrian Water."  
  
Q6. Can you advise whether if any of these connections will be made to the existing 
combined sewer leading down to the development from Tyne View Terrace above?  
  
Q8. Are you aware that eight of the properties on Tyne View Terrace have experienced 
flooding from this combined sewer backflowing in high rainfall events? 
  
NWL's solution to prevent flooding to these properties was to recently install one-way flap 
valves to stop reverse flows from the sewer. Whilst this prevention work may protect the 
properties NWL must have deemed it necessary and have concerns that this sewer has 
severe capacity issues. It is therefore logical to assume that the sewer could not accept any 
additional flows from the proposed development when it is not able to discharge existing 
flows during storm conditions without causing backflows. 
  
Q7. In relation to the above, can you advise if this incapacity of the existing combined 
sewer issue has been fully addressed by yourself and the LLFA in relation to connecting in 
further flows from the development? 

PCW2021/138  DRAFT Minutes of the Planning, Contract & Works Committee 

Meeting, held on 10th March 2021 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Jennifer McGee  Seconded: Cllr Bryan Futers 

PCW2021/139 DRAFT Minutes of the Cemetery Committee Meeting, held on 24th 

March 2021 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the minutes as a true record. 
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Proposed: Cllr Bryan Futers  Seconded: Cllr Jennifer McGee 

PCW2021/140 Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk confirm that there were no items to report that were not included on the agenda. 

PCW2021/141 Planning Matters 

a) It was AGREED to RECEIVE and respond to the following Planning Applications, 

received since 3rd March 2021 (click on each link to open the application on the NCC 

Planning Portal): 

20/00230/FUL Land South of Broom House Lane Station Road Prudhoe 

Northumberland 

Following a lengthy debate, it was AGREED to OBJECT to the Planning Application for the 

following reasons: 

Prudhoe Town Council Strongly Object to the above Planning Application on the following 

grounds: 

Parking, Highways Safety and Traffic 

Construction traffic would use the quiet cul-de-sac of Tilley Crescent throughout the 

development; this is unacceptable from a safety point of view.  Once developed, 31 

dwellings could result in an additional 100 vehicles using this road; this is unacceptable on 

the basis of road safety and quality of life. 

HOU6 Affordable Housing 

Information on affordable housing is not included with the planning application in keeping 

with HOU6 of the Northumberland Local Plan and National Planning Policy Framework. 

QOP1 Design 

Tilley Crescent is a small cul-de-sac favoured by those seeking a quiet residence.  The cul-

de-sac is populated by families and those who have chosen this street due to its character.  

The development plans a road through Tilley Crescent (currently a T-Junction).  Contrary to 

design principles, this planning application will have an adverse effect on the health and 

wellbeing of existing residents and will detract from, rather than enhance their quality of life.  

Furthermore, as it is Tilley Crescent does support positive social interaction and a safe and 

secure environment, however, the addition of a through road to a further 31 dwellings will 

remove the ‘quality of place’ of existing residents a social negative. 

QOP2 Amenity 

The development does not contribute positively to the people, places, and natural 

environment of those currently living in Tilley Crescent.  Tilley Crescent is a small cul-de-

sac favoured by those seeking a quiet residence.  The cul-de-sac is populated by families 

and those who have chosen this street due to its character.  The development plans a road 

through Tilley Crescent (currently a T-Junction).  This does not preserve the character of 

the area and does in fact have an overbearing impact on neighbouring residents, contrary 

to the emerging Northumberland Local Plan.  Whilst a new development may seek to 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=Q4MCRVQSM2Y00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=Q4MCRVQSM2Y00
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ensure a positive impact on amenity for the health and wellbeing of incoming residents, 

surely that cannot be at the detriment of those nearby. 

WAT4 Sustainable Drainage Systems 

Effective migration of ground water from the development, protecting onsite and not 

increasing flood risk elsewhere should be part of the plans submitted, not set as a planning 

condition after planning is granted. 

Surface water should be managed at source and there are springs onsite not included in 

the plans. 

There should be arrangements in place for the proper management and maintenance of 

SuDS over the lifetime of the development, and this should be included in the planning 

application, not as a condition.  It is especially important that this is included in the planning 

application due the levels of flooding experienced north of the site. 

WAT3 Flooding 

The filter drain on Broomhouse Lane is inadequate and whilst s106 funding is being sought 

to improve this, there is no additional information available. 

Comments 

Prudhoe Town Council agreed to make the following comments on the above planning 

application: 

1. Statutory Consultee Comments from NCC Highways is fundamental and should be a 

priority response and available to other consultees.  A response was not available at the 

time of the Town Council’s planning meeting and within the consultation period. 

2. The plans are incomplete as do not include the particulars of: 

a. Affordable Housing. 

b. Ancient hedgerow. 

c. Stability Reports due to the steep gradient, fault lines and water issues in the S/W 

corner. 

d. All ground water springs that are known locally and on Ordnance Survey Maps. 

e. Queensbury Design is from plan prior to revisions and is incomplete. 

3. NCC Public Health comment that it is unacceptable to submit planning applications that 

fail to include full reports; Prudhoe Town Council uphold this view. 

4. The developer has stated that alternatives to a through-road via Tilley Crescent either 

reduce the number of houses to the point that the site is unviable or result in extensive 

highways requirements to the detriment of the scheme.   Viability may be the main 

concern of the developer, but that is not the case for Prudhoe Town Council who would 

not wish the residents of Tilley Crescent to be collateral damage. 

Residents  

Prudhoe Town Council support the concerns of residents who attended our planning 

meeting and who made comments on the planning portal.  Members agreed that as part of 

this consultative process, answers should be sought to the following questions: 
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1. Can you confirm that a decision on this planning application will not be made until full 

drawings of the design of the proposed upgraded filter drain, including the installation of 

a new section to accommodate the overflows from the SUDS basin weir, have been 

submitted and agreed by yourself? 

2. Can you advise how the soil and other material from the steep bank sides, below the 

trees and hedges along Broomhouse Lane, will be retained and prevented from falling 

into the new proposed filter drain and who will maintain this and the ancient hedgerow? 

3. Can you confirm who will regularly inspect, maintain and be responsible for the filter 

drain once the development is complete? 

4. Can you confirm that there are no groundwater springs where houses are located on the 

plans?  Can you confirm all groundwater springs? 

5. Can you confirm who will maintain the proposed groundwater interception chambers 

and drains? 

6. Can you advise if any of these connections will be made to the existing NWL combined 

sewer leading down to the development from Tyne View Terrace above?  

7. Are you aware that eight of the properties on Tyne View Terrace have experienced 

flooding from this combined sewer backflowing in high rainfall events? 

8. Has incapacity of the existing combined sewer issue been fully addressed by yourself 

and the LLFA in relation to the feasibility of connecting further flows from the 

development? 

21/00799/FUL 2 Mill View Rise Castlefields Prudhoe NE42 5QX  

It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application 

20/04333/DISCON Land South of Regents Drive Prudhoe Northumberland 

It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application, with the following comments: 

Whilst the Town Council support the aims of a travel plan to reduce single occupancy 

private vehicle travel to the Aldi Store, it is felt that infrastructure does not support this, and 

such additional items should have been part of a s106 agreement or conditions: 

1. Improved footpaths to Tyne View Park from West Wylam Estate.  There are two, one of 

which would benefit from upgrading in regards surfacing and lighting to support walking 

to the out-of-town development. 

2. The bus shelter installed, which is expected to be transferred to Prudhoe Town Council, 

was requested to include proper seats with handles for accessibility; this was not 

progressed. 

b) It was AGREED to RECEIVE the following NCC Planning Decisions, received since 3rd 

March 2021, (click on each link to open the application decision on the NCC Planning 

Portal): 

21/00359/FUL 5 Kepwell Bank Top Prudhoe NE42 5PW  

Granted 

20/03739/FUL 4 Otterburn Way Bewick Grange Prudhoe Northumberland  

Refused 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QPCC4EQSMD200
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QLHAJJQSKVO00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QNUK1GQSLP000
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QJBM9OQS0M800
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20/03090/OUT Car Park East of Blue Bell Mount Pleasant West Mickley Northumberland 

Refused 

21/00478/FUL 5 Well Dean Castlefields Prudhoe NE42 5QQ 

Granted 

Cllr Robert Mullens left the meeting. 

PCW2021/142 Waterworld Play Area  

The Clerk advised that the lease agreement with Northumberland County Council had not 

been progressed by NCC legal Services in time to take over management and maintenance 

from April 2021, as planned.  The lease had now been received by the Town Council’s 

solicitors, but without a plan attached.  This was being sought and following receipt of all 

necessary documents and the go-ahead from our solicitor, the lease would be brought back 

to Council for approval of signing. 

PCW2021/143 Exclusion of the Press and Public  

It was AGREED to approve a motion to invoke Standing Order 2d) to exclude the press 

and public, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, permitted 

under Schedule (12A) Local Government Act 1972 

PCW2021/144 Castledene Allotments – impact of Ash Tree in woodland on 

Badger Bank  

a) Summary Update  
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the Clerk’s summary, sent out in advance of the meeting. 

b) NCC Landowner Response 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the response from NCC Tree Officer in relation to the tree on 

their land, causing a nuisance to the neighbouring allotment plots.  Specifically, that they 

could arrange a crown lift as a medium priority, which could be achieved within 12 months.  

They did not object to a full fell but that is not the action they would take. 

c) Indicative Costs 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE indicative costs if the Town Council took forward either a full 

fell or crown lift.  The costs received did not include traffic management which was 

expected on Station Bank in view that NCC would not permit any cut tree or branches to be 

left in habitat piles in the woodland. 

d) Agreed Action 
The Council considered the options, which did include an independent tree surgeon 

carrying out a full fell but agreed that as the costs of this would wipe out the allotment 

budget this would not be pursued.  In addition to the costs of the work, the Council was 

mindful of the technical work required and the traffic management on Station Bank 

It was AGREED that as the tree is on NCC land, NCC should take responsibility for it 

overhanging the allotment sites and bear the costs.  The Council acknowledged that the 

tree had been a nuisance for some time, but it was not a danger and therefore a medium 

priority of less than 12 months was acceptable. 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QH03RXQSIWQ00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QO9518QSLVA00

