
 

Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t  t o  M e m b e r s  

 

As you read this, work is under way setting up the 

The Grove, which will become Prudhoe’s new 

pocket park on the empty plot next to McGees. 

Trustees Paul Murray and Richard Shrimpton have 

been hard at work; Thompsons has levelled the 

site and CSN is installing mood lighting. There 

have been contributions from the County Council, 

Town Council, PCP and Essity and most 

remarkable of all from 12 of the shopkeepers who 

have purchased the trees and shrubs. They  arrive 

next week  in time for all to be in place when Front 

St reopens on 12th April. Thanks to everyone for 

their efforts to make Front St a more attractive 

place to shop.  

 

Pictured top: Sarah Jarman hard at work on the 

mural and below Paul and volunteers putting the 

planters together. Still come to mature multi-stem 

amelanchier lamarchii trees and pea gravel finish. 

(photos by Moira Wooldridge)  

 

 

S p e t c h e l l s  s e t  t o  r e o p e n  

Gail is back in the office each day and Julie joins 

her shortly. The Police have been working 

throughout and the Town Council office is open 

too. The Library plans to reopen on a limited basis 

from 12th April and the Employment Hub starts up 

again in April.  

We can take bookings for the meeting rooms for 

essential groups from April and hobby groups 

from May and look forward to welcoming 

everyone back into the building. Contact Gail  on 

spetcehlls@prudhoe.org for more information. 

A r t  T r a i l  a n n o u n c e d  f o r  J u l y  

Exciting plans are going ahead for another Art Trail 

involving art displayed in Front St shops and a 

‘virtual’ art trail too with a series of films to show 

local art and promote Prudhoe. There will be 

exhibitions by young people and a display of 

Prudhoe in photos from Moira and Bill Wooldridge. 

More plans still to be finalised and more help 

welcomed by contacting Caroline on 

cwarburtonpcp@gmail.com. And watch out for the 

Art Trail logo:  

 

E a s t  C e n t r e  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  

The working party to redevelop the site as a 

modern buzzing youth hub has regrouped after 

Mortal Fools decided to pull out in December. 

Happy Faces and the Youth Service are now 

involved along with Prudhoe Youth Project and the 

group is working on a more extensive offer for 

young people that may include training and 

accommodation. PCP has agreed to continue with 

the project for a further year to finalise plans and 

obtain funding for building works.  
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V o l u n t e e r i n g  i n  P r u d h o e  

The group held a further meeting in February 

to support and encourage volunteers and has 

produced its first newsletter with volunteering 

news and information about groups working 

with volunteers. This issue featured the 

Community Allotment and Cemetery Working 

Group. It also publicised SICA which is looking 

for volunteer drivers for a community transport 

scheme in Stocksfield. If you are interested and 

would like to receive the newsletter, contact 

Gail on spetcehlls@prudhoe.org 

R o u n d  u p  o f  o t h e r  n e w s :  

We continue to explore options for a 

community theatre in Prudhoe but further 

discussions have been delayed until we can 

meet round a table again with the interested 

parties.  

We understand that Ebenezer Chapel has been 

sold and will continue to serve the local 

community so our social housing scheme will 

not go ahead.  

We have expressed interest in a similar scheme 

on the site of the Tory Club if the premises are 

not sold on the open market. 

Trustees are aware that the scale of some of 

our schemes has stretched the volunteer 

resources of trustees so PCP has arranged to 

contract with Community Action 

Northumberland for a day a week of a 

Development Worker to support the major 

initiatives and recruitment is taking place this 

week. 

 

After marketing the empty shop at 68 Front St, 

formerly Gamer Nights, trustees interviewed 

several potential tenants and selected Red Hot 

Property who will move from their office in  

Spetchells Centre very shortly. We are also in 

discussion with a new tenant for Red Hots room so 

the building remains full.  

The Partnership received a covid grant during 

lockdown which has made up for loss of room hire 

income during the lockdowns so PCP  is still in good 

financial shape at the financial year end.  

 

C h a n g e  o f  G u a r d   

Caroline Warburton takes over from me as Chair on 

1st April. She brings huge experience of running 

voluntary organisations and immense commitment 

to the local community so the Partnership is in safe 

hands. I will continue to support her until the AGM 

in July. It has been a great joy and pleasure to work 

with you all the last five years but I always said I 

would serve for five years and believe a change is 

good for everyone. Thank you for all your support.  

 

George Hepburn  

Chair of Trustees to 31 March 
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