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The agenda and associated papers for the meeting were published on-line on 
Wednesday 21st April 2021 and the meeting was open for members of the press and 
public to attend. 

PRESENT 

Cllr Tracy Gilmore (Chair), Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Russ Greig, Cllr Angie Scott, Cllr Duncan 
Couchman, Cllr Glenn Simpson, Cllr Robert Blackburn, Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Jennifer 
McGee (arrived at 7:22pm) 
 
Also, in attendance County Cllr Anne Dale.  Members of the public present (not identified). 

OM2021/175  Welcome by the Chair 

Cllr Tracy Gilmore welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Cllr Gilmore thanked everyone for 
their efforts over the previous four years and highlighted that this would be the present 
Council’s last meeting. 

OM2021/176  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Ignasious Varghese, Cllr Carol Stephenson 

OM2021/177  Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Russ Greig – Trustee of Friends of Eastwood Park Charity.  Declare an interest for the 
item on Grant Aid.  Cllr Greig advised he would take no part in any discussion or any vote. 

OM2021/178  Dispensations     

None. 

OM2021/179  Public Participation 

No items of public participation had been received. 

OM2021/180  Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on 31st March 2021  

It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record. 
Proposed: Cllr Bryan Futers  Seconded: Cllr Tracy Gilmore 

OM2021/181  Draft Minutes of the Planning, Contract and Works Committee, 

held on 14th April 2021  

It was AGREED to amend to minutes to reflect the correct date in the header and also to 
note Cllr Chris Cuthbert’s apologies. 
 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record (save the amendment above).  
Proposed: Cllr Bryan Futers  Seconded: Cllr Tracy Gilmore 

OM2021/182  Clerk’s Report  

It was AGREED to receive the Clerk’s update on items actioned since the previous 
meeting, as detailed: 

The Glade 

Paul Jones (NCC Director of Local Services) has responded as follows: 

“Apologies for the delay in responding to the enquiry into the maintenance responsibilities 

for the public space known as The Glade, in Prudhoe Town Centre. 
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I can confirm that the area is owned by NCC (freehold title) having transferred from 

Tynedale DC as part of the creation of the new unitary Northumberland County Council but 

is not adopted highway and instead is therefore simply public open space.  The review of 

correspondence and records regarding the site has highlighted that whilst there are some 

informal arrangements in place, such as the Town Council maintaining the floral 

beds/bedding, there is a lack of clarity over the respective maintenance arrangements & 

responsibilities for the site and the various seating, lighting, glass shelter, hard landscaping 

paving etc both between different departments within the County Council (notably caused 

by the area not being adopted highway so not forming part of the maintenance 

responsibilities for street lighting and highways teams) and also between the County 

Council and the Town Council. 

Given that the site is owned by NCC the default position is that we are responsible for the 

site, but clearly given the Town Council already undertakes works to improve and enhance 

the appearance of the area (such as the floral displays), has been involved previously in 

provision/maintenance of public seating and has expressed a desire to provide a new 

shelter, it would therefore be sensible if you could nominate a representative from the Town 

Council to work with NCC in order to develop a formal management plan that sets out the 

respective responsibilities for the management and maintenance for all 

activities/infrastructure that need to take place within the site, which can then be reported to 

and agreed by both organisations. 

I would also highlight that an inspection of the lighting installations has highlighted a number 

of issues over the quality/nature of the initial installation work and specification of materials 

used which brings into question its suitability going forward.  It would therefore be sensible if 

as part of the development of the management plan, consideration is also given to any 

future plans/aspirations for this open space so that we can ensure it is 'fit for purpose' and 

sustainable (both financially and environmentally). 

If you could let me know who within PTC you would wish to involve in this activity, that 

would be much appreciated and then we can hopefully move forward and collectively 

ensure this area of public open space is maintained to an acceptable standard appropriate 

to its setting.” 

This will be brought to the June agenda to agree a way forward, most likely to agree a small 

group to work with the Clerk and NCC. 

Waterworld Play Area 

Our solicitor is awaiting plans from Northumberland County Council (NCC).  The lease is 

being looked over; once plans have been received and our solicitor is happy to proceed, the 

details will be brought to full Council for agreement. 
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Castledene Allotments (Nuisance Tree) 

The Council agreed at the last PCW’s meeting (April 14th) to ask NCC to carry out work on a 

tree that is overhanging allotments, in view that the tree is on NCC land and it would be too 

costly for the Town Council to have the work carried out. 

Following the meeting, the Clerk advised Prudhoe Gardeners Association (PGA) and the 

allotment holder affected by the tree of the decision, which in effect could take up to 12-

months to be actioned. 

The Western Area Tree team wrote on 27th April to advise that they have been to the site 

and that two large branches have been removed from the tree and left in the woodland, in 

what they describe as a very unprofessional manner.  NCC consider this criminal damage, 

in addition to fly-tipping (further update in P&C).   

There is a separate but similar incidence of trees being hacked away at Tyne Riverside.  

The Green Spaces Officer has requested the Town Council put something out to deter this.  

If further communication is received, this will be brought to a future meeting. 

Highfield Park Skate Park 

Reworked designs have been uploaded onto the CANVAS Infohub today.  The Clerk has 

shared these with all contributors.   

In regards redesign, they have included many of the changes that were frequently 

requested: some more street elements, grind rail/ledge, manual pads.  Also, they have 

adjusted the overall layout to improve flow and give a more separated street/rhythm section 

as these changes worked well together within the revised layout.  Stairs were requested and 

have not been included at this stage.  Stairs could be included, but it would mean losing a 

flat bank hip.  If the user group are adamant about stairs there is an option but CANVAS 

hope to get feedback on this design as it is first. 

Once the user group have had chance to make comments on the new design, a virtual 

meeting will be arranged with the CANVAS team. 

Bus Shelters Outstanding 

The Glade 

This has been held up due to the requirement for a section 50 licence.  The Clerk is still 

awaiting information from Streetworks. 

Stony Flat Bank (travelling west) 

A location plan for the shelter has been sent to Karbon Homes in order to progress the 

transfer of land.  Once progressed the shelter will finally be ordered. 

Stoney Flat Bank (travelling east) 

NCC Senior Programmes Officer has approved the location, which involves relocating the 

litter bin.  The bin is scheduled for replacement this financial year.  This shelter will be 

ordered with the above shelter. 
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Matters Outstanding 

Reports will be brought on the following items as soon as received.  The Clerk has emailed 

requesting updates. 

Fair View/South Road Car Park 

Western Area Highways has been asked to confirm the timescales for the wall and 

resurfacing.  Also, the nature of the additional safety features being installed via funding 

from the Members Local Improvement Scheme. 

In an email received today, Highways confirmed that the car park has been put forward for 

resurfacing and it is agreed for this season.  Although not yet placed in the programme, it is 

likely to be August/September time when the school is closed.  At the same time Local 

Services will look at the vegetation and trees in this area. 

In regards challenging the decision of the safety team that there are no grounds for 

additional safety measures to prevent cars going over the edge.  Highways has drawn a 

blank and the safety team uphold that it is not unsafe. 

Ebenezer Chapel 

No formal response had been received to the Council’s letter dated 21st February 2021, 

although it is now public knowledge that the chapel has been sold.  The Clerk has emailed 

more recently to ask if Methodist Church is able to update the Council on the sale and 

possible future use. 

The following reply was received from the Conservation Officer: 

“I simply wish to acknowledge receipt of the correspondence. I note that you have copied 

the Superintendent minister into the exchange; as he is the person dealing with the sale it is 

right that he responds, and if he has not done so yet then I am sure he will do soon. 

It is very clear how much the local and wider community care about the building, and I know 

that there is a real desire here to see a sympathetic new use found for the building now the 

church family has moved out.  

Thank you for sending the letter to us and do stay safe.” 

A further reply was received from the Superintendent Minister that the church was sold, and 

they would be in a position to answer the Council’s questions on completion. 

North Wylam View 

No response has been received to the Council’s letter dated 1st March seeking information 

in regards formal maintenance and legal ownership of the hedgerow and trees adjacent to 

North Wylam View.  A follow-up email has been sent.  David Hunt is looking into this. 

Virtual Meetings 

The Court concluded the following: 
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“the Secretary of State was correct in November 2016 and July 2019 to say that primary 

legislation would be required to allow local authority "meetings" under the 1972 Act to take 

place remotely. In our view, once the Flexibility Regulations cease to apply, such meetings 

must take place at a single, specified geographical location; attending a meeting at such a 

location means physically going to it; and being "present" at such a meeting involves 

physical presence at that location.” 

“We recognise that there are powerful arguments in favour of permitting remote meetings. 

But, as the consultation documents show, there are also arguments against doing so. The 

decision whether to permit some or all local authority meetings to be conducted remotely, 

and if so, how, and subject to what safeguards, involves difficult policy choices on which 

there is likely to be a range of competing views. These choices have been made 

legislatively for Scotland by the Scottish Parliament and for Wales by the Senedd. In 

England, they are for Parliament, not the courts.” 

There is to be further discussion on whether a meeting is open to the public if there is only 

digital access for the public. 

Cllr Questions 

Cllr Bryan Futers and Cllr Tracy Gilmore upheld that a safety barrier was needed at the car 

park on Fair View.  

OM2021/183  County Councillor Reports 

County Cllr Anne Dale – Mickley Ward 

Cllr Dale updated as follows: 
➢ FACTCO are taking over from Openreach to install full fibre in Mickley.  Letters will 

be received this week; some may have already been delivered.   
➢ NCC Highways have checked the lights at Mickley First School and confirmed those 

travelling from the west are working, but in regards travelling from the east the 
signage installed is unlawful and they need to rectify this; the signage is in the wrong 
place.  At the moment the street lighting design has been returned, this is now with 
the estimator, following costs being received the matter will be progressed.  Cllr Dale 
advised that often projects can be very slow for delivery, especially if changes are 
made, but thankfully all the 20mph schemes are in place, in the areas she covers.  
Sadly, a mistake was made with the Mickley scheme, but it will be rectified. 
 

Cllr Bryan Futers stated that the scheme was 5/6 years old, and it was frustrating that even 
though the signage is in wrong place, it has never flashed to show that there is a school.  
Cllr Futers questioned whether the signage has ever flashed, on either approach, to indicate 
a school or 20mph to oncoming traffic.  Cllr Futers suggested the scheme was not working 
as it should be and compared poorly with the schemes at Prudhoe West Academy and 
Broomley First School. 
 
In response, Cllr Dale stated that the scheme was consulted on in 2018, following NCC 
policy in 2016/17 for 20mph outside of schools.  Cllr Dale added that Mickley was the first to 
be designed, and Broomley has a different design entirely.  Cllr Dale assured that residents 
and the school were consulted on the scheme at the time and the scheme progressed is 
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what they wanted.  Cllr Dale advised that it would be a separate project to ask for further 
work to be done on the road and would be considered by Highways.   Cllr Dale concluded 
that there are many schemes still to be done and that NCC staff are under enormous 
pressure.  Cllr Dale accepted that there was frustration and anger, but that the scheme was 
in and once moved the west will function as it should.   
 
Cllr Futers upheld that the school sign and the 20mph from the west has never flashed.  Cllr 
Futers also mentioned road markings at the entrance to Fern Hollow which Cllr Dale 
confirmed was in regards wagons, not Fern Hollow Nursery. 
 
Cllr Dale confirmed that the matter was being investigated in regards the lights and that 
Highways had been out the previous week to check the scheme. 

 
Cllr Jennifer McGee questioned the Hexham Courant coverage of the Town Council’s 
objection to the Planning Application for housing off Broomhouse Lane which featured a 
photograph of County Cllr Gordon Stewart.  Cllr McGee acknowledged that the written 
report was correct but the inaccuracy of having the County Cllr’s photograph attached was 
misleading and had been picked up by residents. 
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore responded that as the County Cllr was not present the Clerk could take 
the question back.   
 
The Clerk advised that she could offer an answer if permitted.   
 
The Clerk advised that the Hexham Courant reporter had been in touch and apologised.  
The error was theirs; due to pressure to get the story out they used a photograph available 
from stock and in hindsight they acknowledged that this was remiss of them. 
 
Cllr Jennifer McGee expressed that she hoped this would be relayed back to County Cllr 
Stewart, and he would correct any residents who were under the impression he had 
objected to the planning application. 

OM2021/184  Monthly Accounts  

a) Statement of Budget and Expenditure 

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the statement from 1st April 2021 – 21st April 2021. 

b) Schedule of Payments  

It was AGREED to ENDORSE those accounts paid since 31st March 2021, included on the 

payment schedule, and it was AGREED to PAY those listed to be paid. 

OM2021/185  Internal Audit 2020/21 

a) Internal Audit Certificate 

It was AGREED to receive the Audit Certificate for internal audit for year ending March 

2021, carried out by Peter Basnett, in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations 

2015, part 2 (5) 

✓ Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial 
year. 
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✓ Prudhoe Town Council complied with its financial regulations, payments were 
supported by invoices, all expenditure was approved, and VAT was appropriately 
accounted for. 

✓ Prudhoe Town Council has assessed the significant risks to achieving its 
objectives and reviewed the adequacy of arrangements to manage these. 

✓ The precept requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress 
against the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. 

✓ Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded, 
and promptly banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. 

✓ Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with 
this authority’s approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. 

✓ Asset and investment registers were complete and accurate and properly 
maintained. 

✓ Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. 
✓ Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct 

accounting basis (receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to 
the cash book, supported by an adequate audit trail from underlying records and 
where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded. 

✓ Prudhoe Town Council, during 2019-20 correctly provided for the period for the 
exercise of public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

✓ Prudhoe Town Council has complied with the publication requirements for the 
2019/20 AGAR. 

 

b) Audit Checklist,  

It was AGREED to receive the Audit Checklist for internal audit for year ending March 2021, 

carried out by Peter Basnett, in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, part 

2 (5) confirming the systems in place. 

c) Assessment of Internal Controls 

It was AGREED to receive the Assessment of Internal Controls for internal audit for year 

ending March 2021, carried out by Peter Basnett, in accordance with Accounts and Audit 

Regulations 2015, part 2 (5).  It was noted that no action was required as there are no 

matters for attention. 

OM2021/186  Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) Year 

Ending March 2021 

a) Annual Governance Statement 

It was AGREED to receive and respond to the Annual Governance Statement, Section 1, 

and agree signature by the Chair and the Clerk.  The Chair read out the following statement. 

“We acknowledge as members of Prudhoe Town Council our responsibility for ensuring a 

sound system of internal control, including the arrangements for the preparation of the 

Accounting Statements.  We confirm to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to 

the Accounting Statements for the year ending 31 March 2021, that: 

✓ We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during 
the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements. 



AGENDA 16, Enc ix)  

PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL 
DRAFT Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING held virtually, via Zoom at 7:00pm on 

Wednesday 28th April 2021 

 

8 | S i g n / I n i t i a l  C h a i r :     
 

✓ We maintained an adequate system of internal control including measures 
designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its 
effectiveness. 

✓ We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of 
actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices 
that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to 
conduct its business or manage its finances. 

✓ We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ 
rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations. 

✓ We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took 
appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal 
controls or external insurance cover where required. 

✓ We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of 
internal audit of the accounting records and control systems. 

✓ We took appropriate action on matters raised in reports from internal and 
external audit. 

✓ We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events, or 
transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial 
impact on this authority and, where appropriate, have included them in the 
accounting statements. 

 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore, as Chair, signed the Annual Governance Statement, on camera (the 

Clerk would later sign in the presence of the Chair). 

b) End of Year Bank Reconciliation 

It was AGREED to receive and approve the End of Year Bank Reconciliation, March 2021, 

sent out with papers in advance of the meeting. 

c) Asset Register, April 2021 

It was AGREED to receive and approve the updated Assets Register 2021, sent out with 

papers in advance of the meeting. 

Cllr Chris Cuthbert thanked the Clerk for the work carried out compiling and updating the 
Assets Register. 
 

d) Accounting Statements 

It was AGREED to receive and approve the Accounting Statements, Section 2, for the year 

ending March 2021, sent out with the papers in advance of the meeting and signed by the 

Clerk/RFO.  On approval the Chair signed the declaration on camera. 

e) Submission of AGAR  

It was AGREED to approve submission of AGAR for year ending March 2021, and 

publication on the Town Council website, as required. 
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OM2021/187  Notice of Public Rights and Publication of unaudited Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return  

a) Public Right of Inspection 

It was AGREED to approve the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights of 

inspection as 7th June 2021 – 16th July 2021. 

b) Public Notice 

It was AGREED to publish the notice. 

OM2021/188  Grant Aid 2021/22 

a) Grant Aid Summary of Funding Requests and Recommended Awards 

It was AGREED to receive a summary of Grant Aid Funding requests and the 

recommendations of Grant Aid Review Working Group for awards of Grant Aid for the 

current financial year, sent out in advance of the meeting. 

b) Grant Aid Funding Agreed  

The following awards were AGREED: 

Community Group 
Grant Aid 

Agreed 
2021/22 

Dragon Tale Theatre Group £1,400 

First Prudhoe Guides £1,500 

First Prudhoe Scouts £2,500 

Friends of Eastwood Park  £5,000 

Happy Faces-Prudhoe £3,000 

Mortal Fools Theatre Company £2,000 

Northumberland CAB £7,000 

Northumberland Community Bank £0 

Northumberland Youth Service (The East) £750 

Prudhoe & District Local History Society (West Road Cemetery) £1,500 

Prudhoe Air Training Corps £1,500 

Prudhoe Army Cadet Force £600 

Prudhoe Castle Bowling  £200 

Prudhoe Community Allotment £100 

Prudhoe Community Choir £200 

Prudhoe Gleemen £200 

Prudhoe Leisure Group £625 

Prudhoe Town Fireworks & Bonfire £1,000 

Prudhoe Youth Club Football Club £3,000 

Prudhoe Youth Project £10,000 

Radio Prudhoe £500 

Spetchells Conservation Group (Lime Heaps) £450 
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Sports Tynedale (Awards) £450 

Stomping Grounds Forest School £14,940 

The Christmas Journey Project £300 

Tyne Valley Canoe Club £1,500 

Tynedale Hospice at Home £2,500 

U3A £550 

 Total £63,265 
 

OM2021/189  The Resumption of Physical Meetings  

a) Note on Physical Meetings  

It was AGREED to receive the Clerk’s note on physical meetings, sent out in advance of 

the meeting. 

b) Virtual Meetings 

It was AGREED to receive the update that virtual meetings were no longer lawful after the 

7th of May and to support the Clerk’s arrangements for the Annual Meeting of the Council to 

be held at The Gate Church, Swalwell Close. 

It was also AGREED to approve that arrangements are made to live-stream the meeting, at 
a cost of £450, notwithstanding that the meeting should be open to the public to attend, in 
legal terms. 
 
The Clerk advised that a Risk Assessment would be carried out for the meeting space 
provided. 
 
Cllr Futers questioned whether Cllrs and members of the public could be asked to carry out 
and produce negative lateral flow tests by way of admittance to the meeting.  The Clerk 
responded that the legality of this was unknown, but it could be encouraged as part of the 
risk assessment.   
 

c) Annual Meeting of the Council 

It was AGREED to revise the date of the Annual Meeting of the Council, to be held on 

Wednesday 19th May 2021. 

OM2021/190  Prudhoe Community Partnership 

a) Quarterly Report 

It was AGREED to receive Quarterly Report to March 2021. 

b) Letter of thanks to Mr George Hepburn 

It was AGREED to send a formal letter of thanks to outgoing Chair, Mr George Hepburn.   
 
The Chair commented that Mr Hepburn had been Chair for five years and had done a good 
job. 
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c) Letter of welcome to Mrs Caroline Warburton 

It was AGREED to send a letter of welcome to newly appointed Chair, Mrs Caroline 

Warburton and invite to a future meeting of the Council (suggested July or later). 

OM2021/191  Exclusion of the Press and Public  

It was AGREED approve a motion to invoke Standing Order 2d) to exclude the press and 
public, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, permitted under 
Schedule (12A) Local Government Act 1972. 
 

The Clerk also left the meeting for discussion of the final item. 

OM2021/192  Human Resources Committee Meeting 

The item was discussed. 


