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Covid 
There is some indication that the rate of increase in Northumberland may be slowing but those 
on Tyneside are still increasing. The rates in northern England are the highest in England and 
the main waves of the current outbreak are in the 17 to 24 age bands which might indicate that 
vaccination for the older adults is effective. 99% of the new cases in Northumberland are the 
delta variant and evidence is beginning to show that it is more transmissible than previous 
forms of the virus. 
 
There have been outbreaks in Northumberland’s schools. Face masks have been reintroduced 
at those affected schools and further help is being given to their staff, pupils, and parents. 
 
Thankfully, we are not currently seeing significant new outbreaks in care homes, again 
potentially because of the effectiveness of vaccination. Vaccination rates in Northumberland 
are amongst the highest in England but the Public Health Team are looking at how to target 
specific groups with lower vaccination rates. 
 
In response to a specific question about council meetings, the preferences from a public health 
perspective are: 
 
Online  
Outdoors 
Indoors in a large venue with ventilation. 
 
The advice was to avoid meetings in small rooms at the present time. At the time of the 
meeting [24 June] the County Council had no further knowledge on when the national 
restrictions would be lifted but their view was that it is unlikely to be earlier than the 19 July.  

Local Services 
The group was updated on works in several areas:  

Parks 
Some are being used to increase temporary facilities for caravans and motorhomes to try to 
alleviate the problems faced in 2020. Investment is continuing in parks as they are seen as an 
essential resource for residents. 

Trees 
The County Council are to repeat their offer of free trees to community groups, parish councils 
and local residents. 

The Local Transport Programme  
Work is underway to deliver the programme including Work and C and U Class roads. A bid is 
being prepared for funding to continue in next year’s budget for the work 

Car Parks 
New car parks are being constructed or planned in several areas, and concern was expressed 
about the use on non-County Council car parks for overnight stays 
The Lynemouth Improvement Scheme  
Work is expected to commence in the autumn. 
 
Members raised the need to maintain and improve cycle networks 
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Climate Change 
The County Council has set a target of the whole county achieving net zero by 2030, not just 
the County Council. One-third of emissions in Northumberland are from road transport and the 
County Council already have 111 charging bays. However, 20% of residents do not have 
access to off street parking and the County Council is bidding for a pilot scheme to allow 
different ways for on street charging. Increasing the use of public transport is therefore of real 
importance. 

Libraries 
The group were briefed on the library service as it comes out of the Covid restrictions. The 
digital library has increased and in 2020/2021 56,000 E-books and 40,000 audio books were 
borrowed with 19,000 magazines being downloaded an estimated saving of £90,000 to 
residents in the county. 

Growing Up 
The County Council has produced a guide for young people entering adulthoods and local 
councils may wish to cascade this down in their communities The guide is available at 
Growing-up-in-Northumberland.pdf 

The Charter 
The Charter dealing with the relationship between the County Council and Northumberland’s 
Local Councils is to be refreshed. A copy of the current version is attached. This will be 
discussed at future meetings of the County Committee. 

County Council Officers 
The County Council will be updating its who's who guide for officers for the Northumberland 
town and parish councils. 
 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Child-Families/SEND/Have%20Your%20Say/Growing-up-in-Northumberland.pdf

