
Clerk’s Note – Allotment Rent  AGENDA 11b, Enc vi) 

Previous Rent Review 
There has been no review of allotment rents after 2018.  The rents being charged now were first 
charged in January 2018.  These were as below, with the usual 50% reduction for Senior 
Citizens: 
 
Full Plot  £47.50 Half Plot  £23.75 
 
Members at that time will recall that negotiations with the Prudhoe Gardeners’ Association (PGA) 
took some time.  The previous Clerk compared rents with neighbouring associations and 
Council’s prior to arriving at a figure, which was then negotiated back and forth before the above 
rents were agreed. 

Present Rent Review 
The Clerk used the rate of inflation, to suggest an informal rent figure to PGA, which was 
received at their meeting in August. 
 
CPI April 2017 – 102.9 CPI April 2021 – 111.3 
Difference – (8.4) = 8% increase in the period  
 £47.50 + 8% = £51.30 
  
The Clerk suggested a straight £50 to the committee, which they have put before members and 
endorsed. 
 
It is now for the Council to endorse and agree.  

Validity of Comparisons 
Further work could be carried out to compare size, facilities, and demand.  However, if research 
of neighbouring authorities showed that Prudhoe Town Council (PTC) rents were very low in 
comparison, it is questionable whether PTC and PGA would conclude a higher rent should be 
applied (see Hexham Town Council below). 
 

Hexham Town Council Allotments 
The rents due in October 2020 were £64 for a full plot (£32 for a half plot) and will increase to £65 
(£35 for a half plot) in October 2021.   
 
The allotment sites are managed completely by Hexham Town Council, and they currently have a 
very long waiting list.  PTC allotments are managed by PGA, but they are struggling to enlist 
members to the committee and subsequently fill the required officer posts.  The Clerk is 
supporting the committee with this. 

Income from Rent 
Previously PGA collected rental income and paid this over to PTC, minus a rebate of 1/3.  
Additionally, smalls jobs were reimbursed by Prudhoe Town Council from the agreed allotment 
budget.  From 1st April 2020, PTC and PGA agreed a revised management agreement that 
permitted PGA to retain all rents but also cover all small jobs, procuring work themselves.  PTC 
Allotment Budget is used for those items within the Town Council’s remit of the management 
agreement, i.e. external boundaries, water supply and main paths, as well as rent to 
Northumberland Estates.  This is a more efficient financial arrangement.   

Proposal 
The Council is asked to approve those rents from January 2022 be increased in line with inflation 
to £50 for a full plot and £25 for a half plot and to equalise the cost of all half plots. 
 


