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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL      
held on WEDNESDAY 29th September 2021, at 7:00PM,                                                     

at The Spetchells Centre, Meeting Rooms 1&2 

 

 
 

PRESENT 
Cllr Bryan Futers (Chair), Cllr Carol Stephenson, Cllr Duncan Couchman, Cllr Glenn 
Simpson, Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Dot Dickinson, Cllr Jonathan Wheeler, Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr 
Jane Johnson, Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Tracy Gilmore, Cllr Kiran Bell, Cllr Robert Blackburn, 
Cllr Ignasious Varghese 
 
Clerk, Sarah Eden 
Chair of Prudhoe Community Partnership (PCP) Caroline Warburton 
Senior Programme Officer, Strategic Transport, Northumberland County Council (NCC) Chris 
Curtis 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart (Prudhoe South) 
County Cllr Anne Dale (Mickley) 
Members of the public, Mr and Mrs Rollingson (for item 5, Local Bus Service) 

OM2122/050 Welcome by Chair 
Cllr Bryan Futers welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

OM2122/051 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr Angie Scott 

OM2122/052 Declarations of Interest  
None received. 

OM2122/053 Dispensations  
None to approve. 

OM2122/054 Local Bus Service 
Cllr Bryan Futers welcomed Chris Curtis, Northumberland County Council, Senior 
Programme Officer, Strategic Transport and Employability Team and Mr and Mrs Rollingson. 
in attendance, and feeding back to Go Northeast 
 
Mrs Rollingson presented a number of issues to the current service for Prudhoe residents, 
especially those living south of Front Street, up the very street bank.  Largely, this compared 
the present limited town service to that of the old 604 bus that included the estates of 
Prudhoe in the journey from Newcastle to Hexham (and return). 
 
Mrs Rollingson offered examples of shoppers, workers and those who are elderly and 
disabled not being served by the current bus service. 
 
Chris Curtis explained that he was representing Transport Northeast as he was heading up 
the plan, adding that they wanted to work with members of the public to improve the service 
and that he was able to set up a meeting with Go Northeast. 
 
Chris Curtis added that Northumberland County Council was very interested in the ‘big talk’ 
of public transport and there was a government-led strategy for buses, therefore the Local 
Authority was required to come up with an improvement plan if they wanted to continue to 
receive funding after April 2022.  Chris Curtis clarified that he was leading on network 
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planning, and this represented a good opportunity to change, but a small less formal session 
would be better placed to address issues from users. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers thanked Mrs Rollingson for putting across the needs of residents very well 
and agreed a less formal and more engaging meeting with Go Northeast and NCC would be 
appropriate. 
 
It was AGREED that Chris Curtis would arrange a meeting and that the Clerk would forward 
details of those interested in being involved. 
 
Cllr Chris Barrett asked about a bus that would link the residents of Stocksfield with the new 
Retail Development at Low Prudhoe, and how residents communicated what they wanted.   
 
Chris Curtis responded that NCC budget is constrained but there has been a shift in power, 
and it would be appropriate to contact either NCC or Go Northeast directly. 
 
Chris Curtis and Mr and Mrs Rollingson were thanked and left the meeting. 

OM2122/055 Prudhoe Community Partnership (PCP) 

a) New Chair of PCP (Caroline Warburton in attendance) 
Cllr Bryan Futers welcomed Mrs Caroline Warburton to the meeting, as recently elected 
Chair of Prudhoe Community Partnership. 
 
Caroline Warburton shared the most recent PCP Newsletter and recalled a successful 
Annual General Meeting in the previous week, which was well attended including Cllr Bryan 
Futers, Cllr Gerry Price and Sarah Eden (Clerk).   
 
Caroline Warburton selected the East Centre as a focus topic and advised members that 
newly appointed Alan Gerono (NCC) was working closely with PCP on this project, as well as 
creating new links with the Rural Development Project which brought special expertise and 
funding opportunities.  Caroline Warburton advised that a new plan was being developed 
which would be out for public consultation on 10th January 2022 with funding already 
earmarked for the project. 
 
Number 61 Front Street (former Hays Travel) is now being operated as the Prudhoe 
Community Hub with a 5-year lease from the Co-op to PCP.  The expectation is that this will 
be a space for community groups to meet and to use, as well as being the public face of 
PCP.  and it’ll be used for community groups to meet and use.  It can be the public face of 
any.  The hub was the base for a successful Arts Trail in July and will host a 4-week Local 
History initiative in October. 
 
Caroline Warburton concluded by saying that PCP was really keen to work closely with 
Prudhoe Town Council to make life better for those living and working in Prudhoe and would 
be keen to speak with any Cllrs. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers thanked Caroline Warburton for attending and commended the positive 
tone being set and welcomed efforts to see the organisations coming closer together. 
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b) Town Council Representative on PCP 
In view that Cllr Angie Scott has been appointed the County Council representative on PCP, 
it was AGREED to nominate to agree a new Town Council Representative. 
Cllr Dot Dickinson put herself forward.   
It was AGREED that Cllr Dot Dickinson be appointed Town Council representative on 
Prudhoe Community Partnership. 
Proposed: Cllr Jonathan Wheeler  Seconded: Cllr Chris Cuthbert 

OM2122/056 Draft Minutes of the Planning, Contract and Works Committee, held on 8th 
September 2021  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes for information.  These minutes will be presented for 
agreement as a true record at the October Planning, Contract and Works Committee Meeting 

OM2122/057 Draft Minutes of the Human Resources (HR) Committee Meeting, held on 
1st September 2021  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes for information and to endorse the actions agreed 
and being brought under confidential session at the end of the meeting (these minutes will be 
received as a true record at the next HR Committee meeting) 

OM2122/058 Public Participation  
There were no items for public participation. 

OM2122/059 Reports  

a) Chair’s Report 
Cllr Bryan Futers reported a very enjoyable month which included a walkabout with 
representations of NCC Borderlands and County Cllrs and a wonderful tour of Prudhoe 
Schools for the 100th Anniversary of the Royal British Legion. 
  
Cllr Futers described that he was blown away with the reception from schools for himself, 
RBL members, and representatives of our armed forces and cadets’ groups.  The event 
finished with fish and chips at Ball’s restaurant where the visiting group was hosted 
exceptionally.   
  
Already touched by Caroline Warburton, Cllr Futers recalled that he had attended the PCP 
AGM and found it very positive with a good cross-section of the community.  As well, Cllr 
Futers was pleased to chair the Council’s presentation on Climate Change by NCC, asking 
the question ‘what can we do locally’? 
 
For specifically in regards operations, Cllr Futers advised that he followed up the meeting 
regarding The Glade with an onsite meeting with County Cllr Gordon Stewart to talk through 
improvements. 
 
Cllr Futers described a productive and pleasing month and illustrative of why he wanted to 
become Mayor. 

b) Clerk’s Report 
It was AGREED to receive the following Clerk’s report that was sent out in advance of the 
meeting: 
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East Coast Main Line (Proposed Timetable Changes) 
The East Coast Main Line timetable that was out for consultation and which the Town 
Council strongly opposed, will not be introduced in May 2022.  This is a result of a 
combination of issues that need to be rectified before a significant timetable change can be 
introduced to operate reliably for customers.  
More than 5,000 people and organisations submitted their views to LNER and over 130 
stakeholders joined the briefing sessions that was hosted.  A summary of the feedback will 
be shared in due course, together with updated proposals for the timetable change.  

Wildflower Areas 
Sadly, the Town Council wildflower beds have not gotten off to a good start.  Wildflower 
seeds planted by Hollybush in the bed near Prudhoe Golf Club were accidently cut by NCC 
operatives as there appeared more grass than flower and they did not realise it was work in 
progress. 
Likewise, the one-metre strip that borders Priestclose Woods onto the maintained grassed 
area bordering the B6395 (Eastern Gateway) has been cut by our grass-cutting contactors, 
along with the same scheme at the Western Gateway.  The Clerk is consulting with the 
wildflower contractor as to whether seed can be broadcast on top of what is there 
(overseeding) or if the work must be repeated. 
 
The Clerk has asked that all future wildflower planting is cordoned off and marked. 

Highfield Park Skate Park 
A representative from CANVAS is expected to visit during September.  The Clerk is seeking 
progress on the plans and a new timetable. 

Waterworld Play Area 
There is no update on the lease, which was expected within one month at last 
communication on 24th August.  A spinning bowl is missing in need of repair and a mirror 
expected as a sensory feature has not been installed.  Confirmation of handover with NCC 
Local Services and all paperwork in regards inspections and warranties remain outstanding.  

Bus Shelter on the Glade 
A site meeting with NCC Streetworks and Externiture is to be held on 22nd September.  By 
the time of the Ordinary meeting, this will have been held. 

Bus Shelters at Stonyflat Bank 
The Clerk has signed the title plans for land transferred from Karbon Homes for the bus 
shelters, as agreed.  These are with our solicitor now.  
As above, a site meeting with NCC Streetworks and Externiture is to be held on 22nd 
September.  It is hoped these shelters can be progressed quickly on resolution of the land 
issues and licensing of the contractor.  

Borderlands Meeting 
A Front Street walkabout was held with the Clerk, Cllr Bryan Futers, County Cllrs Angie Scott 
and Gordon Stewart, and Anne Lawson, Tony Kirsop and Neil Quinn (from NCC Town and 
Community Regeneration). 
Areas of discussion included: 

➢ The East Centre 
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➢ Land off Broomhouse Lane Development 

➢ The Town Trail 

➢ Empty shop with permission for change of use for PYP (not pursued) 

➢ Ebeneezer Chapel 

➢ The Walled Garden 

➢ Events calendar 

➢ Community-led housing on field designated for social housing (West Rd) 

The presentation and stakeholder mapping session held in October will answer any further 
questions; this project is at the very early stages. 

Round Table Discussion – Climate Change 
Matthew Baker (NCC Climate Change Service Director) and Hannah Davison (NCC Climate 
Change Lead for Tynedale) attended the Town Council’s Round Table discussion on 
Wednesday 15th September 2021. 
 
NCC has declared a Climate Change Emergency and has a Climate Change Action Plan 
2021-23 with the main aim of being Carbon Neutral by 2030.  As a priority among policy and 
governance is the need for behavioural change.  NCC hope to engage residents and their 
workforce, and they have linked with the Carbon Literacy Trust to roll out training.  It was 
discussed that Local Councils and Local Cllrs are at the heart of behavioural change as they 
know their communities best.  Also, that training could be delivered to the Clerk, to then train 
Cllrs.   
 
Encouraging engagement with the free tree giveaway and the Green Energy Scheme was 
highlighted but also looking at the way local council’s deliver services with less impact on the 
environment, i.e. lower emissions.  As many town and parish councils are managing the 
same services (cemeteries, litter bins, bus shelters, play areas, events, public toilets, 
allotments, etc.) there is an opportunity for the Climate Change Team to look at this as a 
whole. 
 
The Climate Change Team took away ideas to feedback and to link up with directly in the 
community. 

RBL 100 Years – Schools Visit 
Cllr Bryan Futers, accompanied by the Clerk led a visit to schools in Prudhoe to give them 
the opportunity to celebrate 100 years of the Royal British Legion and to thank the Prudhoe & 
District Branch for what they do.  Although this was a belated celebration, it was a wonderful 
occasion and sense of community. 
 
The visiting party was made up of members of the Prudhoe Branch of the RBL and RBL 
Women’s Section and representatives of the armed forces and local cadet forces, who 
looked very impressive in uniform.  We were also very lucky that Debra Smurthwaite was 
able to attend to play Reveille on the bugle and Moira Wooldridge to take photograph. 
The visiting group were delighted to hear celebratory songs, prayers, and poems and also 
received lots of amazing creative work from the young people, which is now on display in 
Prudhoe library window. 
 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Climate-Change/climate-action-plan.aspx
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Climate-Change/climate-action-plan.aspx
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Following the visits to St. Matthew’s RC Primary, Highfield Middle School, Prudhoe Castle 
First School, Prudhoe West Academy and Adderlane Academy those able went to Ball’s 
Restaurant for lunch.   
 
Mickley First School and Prudhoe Community High School, who were not able to take part, 
were disappointed and sent congratulations and well wishes to the Prudhoe Branch of RBL 
with the hope that something could be arranged at Remembrance time. 

The Glade Working Group 
The following members and officers met on Monday 20th September.  Sarah Eden (Clerk), 

Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Jane Johnson, County Cllr Gordon Stewart, Paul Murray 

(PCP/Prudhoe Traders), Iain Watt (PCP/Co-op), David Hunt (NCC Local Services), Colin 

Nattrass (NCC Street Lighting), Peter Irving (NCC Property Services), Sam Talbot (NCC 

Green Spaces). 

 

Lighting 
Colin suggested that it would be quicker and more cost effective to replace the six floodlights 

with LED floodlights.  It was AGREED that ensuring the area was well lit was a priority in 

regards safety and security.  It was discussed that the expectation was that NCC would be 

responsible for paying for this to be carried out.  It was also discussed that as there is a live 

supply already, that the Town Council manages, it may be better to tap into this. 

The lit structure and wall tiles were discussed.  Although NCC Officers could not locate any 

fittings for these, it was accepted that at one time there had been a lighting scheme and the 

question was asked whether this could be fixed.  It was AGREED this needed further 

investigation, but that it was aesthetic more than functional. 

 

Surfacing  
It was discussed that Local Services would do their best to clear and grit the area as part of 

winter services, but that the area could not be added to Highway responsibility as the work 

would be carried out by hand.  The deteriorating and often slippery surfaces were discussed, 

along with the unusual hard landscaping features.  There was a general feeling of not 

spending a lot of money if the scheme is not meeting the needs of the town alongside 

investigating the scope for something much better.  However, it was felt that if surfacing was 

a health and safety issue this should be addressed by NCC without delay. 

It was AGREED that a further meeting with PTC, PCP and Prudhoe Traders could establish a 

more aspirational view of the Glade, potentially as an area more suitable for events and also 

seeking the views of the community.  It was discussed that there could be some crossover 

with work expected on a Place Plan for Prudhoe, as part of Borderlands. 

c) County Cllrs Reports 
It was AGREED to receive the following reports from County Cllrs, sent out in advance of the 
meeting. 

County Cllr Gordon Stewart – Prudhoe South 

Tour Of Britain - 10/9/21 
Thank you to all who helped make this another memorable event, showcasing the town 
regionally, nationally & internationally. 
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NCC Local services & highways teams worked hard to make the route safe. Prudhoe 
business & the wider community showed their support. 

Front St / Station Road traffic lights 
A very important junction, the lights have been improved with the installation of the most 
modern system available. 

Waterworld playpark 
Sarah -Your clerk will be able to provide the most up to date information on the evening of 
the meeting. 

Borderlands Deal 
A town centre walkabout has taken place and discussions will continue with a time plan and 
local partners being agreed.  

Original Factory Shop  
Returns and other businesses start trading in Prudhoe, show’s confidence in the future of the 
town. 

Cottier grange entrance road safety improvements 
Delayed as waiting for Gateshead’s TRO to catch up, these are now in place. 
Latest expected date - Early October 2021. 

Castlefields estate road safety improvements 
I have been informed these will be in place wef =early October 2021. 

Land south of Broomhouse lane - Planning applications 
1. Housing - There have been many representations regarding this site. I have raised 

concerns with NCC planners. The developer is now having detailed discussions about 

their application. 

2. Extra care centre- No further information. 

Falcon PH 
In the finals of the Pub of the year awards- Result will be known by the time of the PTC 
meeting.  

Prudhoe Police station desk 
Representations were made at a very high level, but a decision was made to close the desk. 

West Wylam multi agency walkabout  
This was held and local issues dealt with. 

Umfraville walkabout  
Several issues raised and are currently being addressed. 

Doorstep glass collection 
Trials have taken place; I have asked that if further trials are to take place or a scheme to be 
rolled out that Prudhoe be part of it. 

Fire Service 
Recruitment has gone very well; the Prudhoe team have taken delivery of a replacement 
engine. 

Car rally 
Many residents raised concern about an event held without publicity, approx. 500 cars 
attended. - Discussions are continuing. 

Jobs fair - Hexham Friday 22nd October 2021 
Wentworth centre. Plus a lot of work is being carried out with jobs clubs, local employers and 
the DWP. 
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Northumberland Community Bank 
Now operating in Prudhoe. 

The Glade 
Sarah your clerk will be able to provide you with the most up to date information. 

Cockshot dene dig 
A report has been compiled, this was sponsored by Land of Oak & Iron, it is hoped the report 
will be made public soon. 

Members small schemes allowance 
Donation made to Adderlane Academy re IT support. 
Improvements to area close to Falcon PH (working with PTC). 
Other donations are being progressed. 
 
Cllr Glenn Simpson responded that it would be good to get the recycling of glass rolled out. 

County Cllr Angie Scott - Prudhoe North 

Cheyne Road Grass-cutting 
I have had site meeting with David Hunt (NCC) regarding Cheyne Rd grass cutting, I have 
been advised that NCC are unable to cut the due to health and safety issues on the site. The 
damaged trees have been reported and remedial action will be taken.   

Prudhoe Community Partnership  
I am pleased to have been appointed as representative for NCC on PCP (Prudhoe 
Community Partnership).  

Prudhoe Youth Project 
Proud to be a Trustee of the Prudhoe Youth Project as we played an active part in the 
Summer Activities Programme for the young people of Prudhoe. A great time was had by all 
with activities such as trips which included ice skating, bowling and adventurous activities, a 
fantastic summer workshop with Mortal Fools and invigorating outdoor sessions with 
Stomping Ground. We also partnered with Friends of Eastwood Park to run a very successful 
trip.   

West Road – Double Yellow Lines 
The yellow lines have been reinstated on West Road. This decision was made to trial the 
yellow lines off west rd prior to my appointment as local councillor. There have been 
numerous complaints regarding parking on West Road as well as the issue of residents, 
mothers with pushchairs and children having to walk on the road because of parked cars on 
the pathway which is unsafe.  If there are objections to the reinstatement of yellow lines, a 
feasibility study may be carried out in the future.  

Prudhoe Riverside Parkrun 
Pleased to report that runners are once again enjoying the Prudhoe Riverside Park and local 
residents along with visitors to Prudhoe riverside had the opportunity to purchase 
refreshments over the summer from The Bay Trees gourmet catering van.  

Low Prudhoe Pedestrian Crossing  
Fault reported with the pedestrian crossing at Low Prudhoe. 

NCC Free Tree Giveaway 
Promoting the Free Tree Giveaway by NCC through my Prudhoe Proud site.  
As part of our commitment to tackling climate change, 15,000 new trees to be planted in 
Northumberland, NCC are offering residents, schools, and community groups the chance to 
claim a FREE tree and plant it on their property.   
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https://tree-scheme.northumberland.gov.uk/    

#ClimateChange #Environment #Trees #Nature #CleanAir #Northumberland   
Northumbria Police and Crime Commissioner Violence Reduction Unit’s Local Youth 
Fund  
Also highlighting the Kim McGuinness- Northumbria Police and Crime Commissioner 
Violence Reduction Unit’s Local Youth Fund.  The young people of Prudhoe have an exciting 
opportunity to bid up to £500 for projects and activities that matter to them. I am keen to see 
initiatives such as this where young people are at the heart of decision making.    

Tynedale Local Area Council 
Attended a meeting of Tynedale LAC. It was very useful to have an update from Inspector 
Garry Neill on Policing and Community Safety. He reported that crime is currently low and 
Tynedale is generally a safe place to live. The major activities occupying police officers time 
in the area are domestic abuse. He reported that levels of anti-social behaviour have dropped 
from last summer’s levels. This is partly due to a reduction in COVID regulations as breaches 
are classed as anti-social behaviour.  Inspector Neill also reported that the most reported 
categories of crime in East Tynedale are violence against a person without injury.  

Defibrillators in the North Ward 
I’ve been approached by many residents from Prudhoe North about installation of a 
defibrillator. I’m happy to support this working alongside PTC, I have some ideas of where to 
place two defibrillators and will approach some business owners and I do understand this will 
have to be placed on a future agenda of PTC. 
 
Cllr Bryan Futers has asked if Cllr Scott could seek a report from NCC Youth Service, 
following which it was confirmed they would be at the next Tynedale Local Area Council. 
 
Cllr Chris Cuthbert reported that the traffic islands near the Tyne View Retail Park were 
particularly dirty, and thanked Cllr Anne Dale for attention to those in Mickley. 

County Cllr Anne Dale - Mickley 

Satnav 
Concerns were raised at the last meeting about the updating of SATNAVS with particular 
reference to Mickley First School and the County Council.  I have received the following 
response from the County Council.  'We do not update SATNAV companies.  They undertake 
their own updates based on publicly available information.  Most of them have a facility to 
report errors or omissions so people can let them know directly about things such as the 
issue raised. 

Tour of Britain 
This was enjoyed by everyone and a big thank you to the County Council officer who worked 
so hard to ensure that the A695 and its environment looked good, thank you. 

Planters 
I have addressed the issue about the parking on the pavement.  The planters will be moved 
as soon as possible following advice from the road safety team. 

Superfastbroadband 
I will give an update at the meeting. 

LTP 

1.  Introduction of speed reduction measures Mount Pleasant Mickley. 

https://tree-scheme.northumberland.gov.uk/?fbclid=IwAR1O0pxVNtI5rRAdqtMvdvxZJGWl4tAFBYuIc7SkeBHAY9D6HdjjSkqsIqI
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/climatechange?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUTbLz__W6je9ZDPUZkII3UbdKTJqQHhQy_b4dyT-peATeKDo7ata6BjvNuysyCLt2V0jOuTMFki08pgnauVMwGdX--3_R0cxK24Nry_JpAzWBGVheQgdwCC3hwoOfdGKEMYkq5AXZooBC9k4fzDzAY1qbaUeqhLM9L6sghB-KjRg&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/environment?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUTbLz__W6je9ZDPUZkII3UbdKTJqQHhQy_b4dyT-peATeKDo7ata6BjvNuysyCLt2V0jOuTMFki08pgnauVMwGdX--3_R0cxK24Nry_JpAzWBGVheQgdwCC3hwoOfdGKEMYkq5AXZooBC9k4fzDzAY1qbaUeqhLM9L6sghB-KjRg&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/trees?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUTbLz__W6je9ZDPUZkII3UbdKTJqQHhQy_b4dyT-peATeKDo7ata6BjvNuysyCLt2V0jOuTMFki08pgnauVMwGdX--3_R0cxK24Nry_JpAzWBGVheQgdwCC3hwoOfdGKEMYkq5AXZooBC9k4fzDzAY1qbaUeqhLM9L6sghB-KjRg&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nature?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUTbLz__W6je9ZDPUZkII3UbdKTJqQHhQy_b4dyT-peATeKDo7ata6BjvNuysyCLt2V0jOuTMFki08pgnauVMwGdX--3_R0cxK24Nry_JpAzWBGVheQgdwCC3hwoOfdGKEMYkq5AXZooBC9k4fzDzAY1qbaUeqhLM9L6sghB-KjRg&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cleanair?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUTbLz__W6je9ZDPUZkII3UbdKTJqQHhQy_b4dyT-peATeKDo7ata6BjvNuysyCLt2V0jOuTMFki08pgnauVMwGdX--3_R0cxK24Nry_JpAzWBGVheQgdwCC3hwoOfdGKEMYkq5AXZooBC9k4fzDzAY1qbaUeqhLM9L6sghB-KjRg&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/northumberland?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUTbLz__W6je9ZDPUZkII3UbdKTJqQHhQy_b4dyT-peATeKDo7ata6BjvNuysyCLt2V0jOuTMFki08pgnauVMwGdX--3_R0cxK24Nry_JpAzWBGVheQgdwCC3hwoOfdGKEMYkq5AXZooBC9k4fzDzAY1qbaUeqhLM9L6sghB-KjRg&__tn__=*NK-y-R
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2. Road resurfacing Riding Dene. 
3. Resurfacing of pavement between A695 and St. George's Church as a safety measure 

for the development at the opposite the Old Vicarage. 

I continue to work with the residents on various projects throughout the village and take up 
their complaints with the relevant authority. 
 
Further to written report Cllr Anne Dale reported that in regards the planters at Mickley, 
Highways had decided that they should stay where they are or they could be moved slightly 
forward, in view that sightlines need to be completely clear.  However, if they were moved 
forward, even slightly this would be considered wasted space and could attract litter. 
 
That matter was further discussed, and it was considered that if the Town Council wish for 
them to be moved elsewhere in Mickley, they should consult residents and make any 
arrangements.  It was discussed that they would look well near the bus shelters.  The Clerk 
advised that they would be expensive to move, and permission would need to be given to 
place them elsewhere. 
 
Cllr Dale received a report of overhanging branches at the school flashing sign. 

OM2122/060 Financial Reports 

a) Statement of Budget and Expenditure  
It was AGREED to receive statement from 1st April 2021 – 21st September which included a 
half-yearly review of spending against the budget. 
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson Seconded: Cllr Chris Cuthbert 
 
The Clerk advised that no plans had been brought forward in regards environmental 
spending.  Cllr Carol Stephenson recalled that the intention was to discuss at the previous 
roundtable but that it had not been possible due to Climate Change taking precedence. 
 
Cllr Chris Barrett suggested that stationery costs could be further reduced if the Council 
stopped printing as much.  The Clerk advised that presently, Cllrs were legally entitled to 
paper agenda packs and until members opt out, they will continue to be sent.  The Clerk 
advised that a further option to ‘opt-out’ could be sent, but that at the moment there few 
taking this up. 
 
Cllr Jane Johnson remarked that the windows in the bus shelter on West Wylam Drive had 
not been replaced.  The Clerk advised that this was a Town Council decision to leave them 
open, due consecutive repairs and further breakages, but that this could be brought back to 
Council for consideration of replacement.  Cllr Jane Johnson asked if this could be placed on 
a future agenda. 
 
 
Cllr Chris Cuthbert questioned that if money remained in Environmental Improvements at the 
year-end that this should not simply be carried forward, without plans for spending.  The 
Clerk advised that it would be unusual to carry forward spending unless agreed or ordered, 
which is why the budget as a spent/ordered column but that commitments are also included 
in a spreadsheet when agreed, to keep track.  That being said, the Clerk advised that as 
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unspent budget goes into balances, it would be open to the Council to re-commit money 
when setting a new budget. 
 
Cllr Gerry Price questioned the impact of the Road Ends toilets contract.  The Clerk advised 
that there were no tenders received to date so it was unknown whether there would be an 
increased commitment required.  

b) Bank Reconciliation  
It was AGREED to receive the Bank Reconciliation from 10th July – 9th August 2021 and 10th 
August – 9th September 2021  
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson Seconded: Cllr Chris Cuthbert 

c) Schedule of Accounts Paid/To be Paid  
It was AGREED to endorse those accounts paid via delegated authority since 28th July 2021, 
and to APPROVE those accounts on the schedule of accounts to be paid  
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson Seconded: Cllr Chris Cuthbert 

OM2122/061 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), year ending 
March 2021  

a) External Auditor Report/Certificate 
It was AGREED to receive the External Auditor Report/Certificate, with no matters requiring 
action or attention.  
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson Seconded: Cllr Chris Cuthbert 

b) Notice of Conclusion of Audit 
It was AGREED to post the Notice of Conclusion of Audit (with dates for inspection), on the 
Town Council’s website, alongside Annual Governance and Accountability Return, year 
ending March 2021.  
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson Seconded: Cllr Bryan Futers 

OM2122/062 Borderlands Place Programme 

a) Background Information 
It was AGREED to note receipt by email of information relating to the Borderlands Inclusive 
Growth Deal   
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson Seconded: Cllr Gerry Price 

b) Next Steps 
It was AGREED to host a Presentation and Stakeholder Mapping Session, led by Tony 
Kirsop and Anne Lawson (NCC Economy & Regeneration Service), on Wednesday 20th 
October 2021, to include both Town and County Cllrs  
Proposed: Cllr Glenn Simpson Seconded: Cllr Gerry Price 

OM2122/063 Prudhoe Town Football Club – Annual Fireworks Display and Bonfire 
It was AGREED to receive a formal request for landlord’s permission for the Annual 
Fireworks Display, to be held on 6th November 2021 at Prudhoe Town FC, and agree to issue 
a letter of approval, subject to NCC Safety Advisory Group approval (all required health and 
safety documents have been provided) 
 
Cllr Chris Barrett asked if the Council could ask that fireworks, bangers and fun-snaps were 
not sold at the event as they had a detrimental impact on very young children attending. 
 
The Clerk advised that this could be included in the written permission as a condition.   
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This was AGREED 

OM2122/064 Remembrance Parade and Service 

a) Prudhoe Branch of the Royal British Legion, meeting held on 27th September 
2021 

It was AGREED to receive a verbal report of the meeting from Cllr Chris Barrett.  It was 
AGREED the Clerk would support the event, as in previous years.   
Cllr Barrett advised that the Parade was able to go ahead as normal and the only restriction 
is from church committee that those permitted inside church should be restricted.  The 
consensus is that uniformed services and groups should be prioritised, but if that reached 
over 100, then restrictions could apply to these also.   
 
Cllr Chris Barrett reported that RSM Phil Nutley was unable to marshal the parade, that he 
has been asked to step in but was required in Tynemouth.  Cllr Chris Barrett reported that it 
was agreed he would approach Mark Blackburn to request that he marshal the parade. 
 
Cllr Chris Barrett reported that the Prudhoe and District 2020 Poppy Appeal has raised 
£16,726.11.  Cllr Barrett also advised that a Prudhoe and District Royal British Legion 
Facebook page has been created to promote the group and raise awareness. 

b) Event Poppies 
It was AGREED to use funding from the Grant Aid budget to purchase an additional 100 
event poppies at a cost of £300, to dress the Front Street.  It was considered that the Council 
could look at a more permanent aluminium ‘carbon-friendly’ display for the future, as opposed 
to plastic. 

OM2122/065 Christmas Lights Switch-On 

a) Date of the Switch-On 
It was AGREED to schedule the Christmas Lights Switch-On event for the usual Friday 26th 
November 2021 

b) Event details and planning 
It was AGREED that the Clerk should plan and facilitates the event in keeping with previous 
years, in consultation with Prudhoe Community Partnership. 
 
Cllr Rob Blackburn recalled that he had mentioned having a Christmas tree for West Wylam, 
but that this was not in a formal meeting.  The Clerk advised all Cllrs that unless items are 
placed on an agenda and agreed by Council, action will not be progressed.  Cllrs Jane 
Johnson and Rob Blackburn sought to work with the Clerk to bring this to a council meeting, 
appreciating that it was now very short notice. 

OM2122/066 Northumberland County Council (NCC) – Local Transport Plan 
Programme 2020/21  

a) Guidance and Feedback on 2021/22 Priorities 
It was AGREED to receive the letter of request for 2022/23, alongside the Town Council’s 
2021/22 priorities submitted and feedback on these  

b) Database of Requests 
It was AGREED to receive the database of requests received by NCC in respect of all 
highways and transport matters, noting that this was a record of requests received over the 
last 12 months.  
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c) 2022/23 Highways and Transport Priorities 
The following top three highways and transport priorities to be submitted to Northumberland 
County Council, for consideration of inclusion in the Local Transport Plan Programme 
2022/23 were AGREED as follows: 

1. An extension of the 20mph that is in place on Eastgate Bank, to include Stonybank 
Way, through Mount Pleasant until the road meets the A695. 

2. Resurfacing of the roads on Riding Dene. 
3. Bollards or other parking restrictions to prevent parking at the dead-end of Errington 

Place/Fair View, adjacent to Prudhoe West Academy Car Park. 
 
As a supplementary 4, it was also suggested that roads on Errington Place require 
resurfacing. 
As a supplementary discussion to transport priorities, members raised that more enforcement 
was required at school times, County Cllr Gordon Stewart agreed to take this back.  The 
Clerk advised that the Highfield Lane scheme was a trial and there had been no update since 
it was installed. 

OM2122/067 Reports from Outside Bodies 

a) Prudhoe Gardeners Association (PGA) 
It was AGREED to receive the report of meeting held on 1st September 2021 (including 
Clerk’s notes to Council)   

b) East Tynedale Community Forum 
It was AGREED to receive the report of meeting held on 21st July 2021 

c) Prudhoe Pathforce  
Cllr Duncan Couchman appealed for new members to the group which met on a Monday at 
2:00pm. 

OM2122/068 Correspondence 
It was AGREED to receive, and to agree any matters to be added to a future agenda or for 
response 

a) On behalf of Cllr Glen Sanderson (NCC) 
To receive letter advising of the intention of the Leader, Cllr Glen Sanderson, to schedule a 
visit to each Town and Parish Council and inviting a more immediate visit if there are specific 
issues requiring address in the town. 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the correspondence and considered that it would be good to 
assert a specific issue. 

b) Prudhoe Space for Nature  
To receive communication from new initiative in the town to identify, create and maximise the 
opportunities for nature and wildlife. 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the correspondence 

2. Exclusion of the Press and Public  
To agree to approve a motion to invoke Standing Order 2d) to exclude the press and public, 
in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, permitted under Schedule 
(12A) Local Government Act 1972 
 
The Clerk will not be present for the following item.  Any agreement/recommendation must be 
minuted. 
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OM2122/069 Salary Scale for Town Council Clerk/RFO Post  

a) Additional Information 
It was AGREED to receive additional information gathered by HR Committee in the 
evaluation of the Clerk’s salary scale. 

b) Options Arising Report 
It was AGREED to receive a report of options arising from the Chair of HR Committee  

c) Salary Scale for Clerk/RFO 
It was AGREED that the Clerk/RFO post would remain LC3 33-36 (below substantive) 
£36,922-£39,880, notwithstanding the national pay award currently in negotiation. 

OM2122/070 Recruitment 

a) Town Clerk/RFO 
Following the resignation of the Town Clerk, the proposal ‘to agree to advertise the vacancy 
reflecting the current job description, terms and conditions and salary scale agreed above’ 
was not carried. 
It was AGREED to convene a meeting of the HR Committee on 6th October 2021, 
commencing at 7:00pm, to be followed immediately by an Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Council at 7:30pm. 

b) Resourcing 
It was AGREED to convene a meeting of the HR Committee on 6th October 2021, 
commencing at 7:00pm, to be followed immediately by an Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Council at 7:30pm. 
 
The HR Committee would discuss and recommend supporting position(s), alongside the 
Clerk/RFO to the Extraordinary meeting of the Council and to proceed to advertise the 
vacancy. 
 
END OF MEETING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


