
PRUDHOE   GARDENERS’  ASSOCIATION 
 

WEDNESDAY  6th OCTOBER 2021 

7.00 PM  AT THE LEGION 
 

 

Minutes 
 

1. Present  

a. Wendy Wilson, Christine Hewitt, Julia (Allie) Hughes, Dot Dickinson, Paul 

Muto, Luke Baxter, Karen Cumberledge, Julia Cooper 

2. Apologies 

3. APPEAL LUKE BAXTER 

a. Two consecutive Es on inspections in May and August this year 

b. Has had various personal challenges this year and would like another chance to 

keep the plot; he is taking a week off next week to do some more work 

c. Chris H and Dot D can both vouch that more work has been done recently 

d. In his defence, he states that the plot was full of a lot of rubbish and plastic when 

he took over and he did not want to grow vegetables on it initially 

e. Final decision: to allow him another chance; Karen recommends that the 

committee sends a letter listing what needs to be done by next spring 

f. Luke then left the meeting 

4. Minutes from last meeting; matters arising 

a. Quote from one of our regular contractors has been accepted for clearing of E12 

and E14 at a total of £1278 for both. The price of £814 for clearing E14 seemed 

high so we asked for another quote from a second firm. This firm quoted 

£4,650.00 + VAT to clear both plots after a site visit which was not accepted. 

b. We have accepted a quote for the removal of sheds once this "jungle warfare” has 

been completed. This has been passed as an acceptable price by the town council 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Sales to date £1,888.48; took in £68.65 in the last month 

b. Subscriptions to date £429; Allotment rents £10 recently received 

c. Cash in hand £170.08 

d. Cash in bank £21,315.74 

e. Full bank details were handed out at the meeting 

6. Sarah Eden, the Town clerk’s suggestion that we give notice to hand back the 

management of the allotments to the town council in say 6 months 

a. Sarah’s advice was misunderstood but comes after a period when the committee 

has been struggling to recruit extra members and has been very stretched.  

b. However, we do note that this suggestion is not in line with the copy of the 

management agreement on the committee files. 

c. Christine H has an appointment to speak to NAS legal department on Thursday, 7 

October for advice 



 

7. Standpipe repairs 

a. Water systems at all sites recently inspected by Northumbrian Water; taps are not 

installed to standard 

b. Wendy suggests – we ask the council for their budget for this work and that the 

PGA manages the quotation process and makes up any difference in costs 

c. Also, agreed that the committee will promote the use of water butts during the 

next growing season – so long as it rains enough to make these useful 

8. Hut and Stores Report 

a. Currently, sales from the hut have been very slow. 

b. Hut opening January and February 

i. Should we open in Jan and Feb 2022? Or should we run a desk in the 

Parish Hall? Or should we use the same system as in 2021, i.e. do 

invoicing and receive payments by bank transfer or cash directly to 

Karen? 

ii. Agreed to carry on with system used in 2021 with cash collections to be 

arranged either through Hut or at Parish Hall 

iii. Wendy offers to help with how to improve the impact of our Facebook 

pages (i.e. for the Hut) 

c. Stock Ordering 

i. Some more items will be needed in the spring 

9. Lettings Report 

a. Rent rises that were in discussion with the Town Council; £50 for a full plot and 

£25 for a half plot agreed; small plots at Redwell to all be £15.  

b. Note: Wendy comments that these are very low rents. 

c. Suggested that we put up a poster on each notice board to warn people about this 

rent increase. Julia to do this as soon as possible. 

d. Also to advertise on Facebook and by email 

e. E25 and SF5B will both be available to re-let in February.  

10. Repairs Report  

a. E12 and E14 in hand; quote coming for new gate for CD1 

b. Other items – rubbish removal (SF3, CD12, E29) and CD29 

c. Will see how the contractor for moving the sheds works out and may use for this 

d. Luke Baxter says he has appropriate waste removal certificates so can add his 

new business to our list of contractors 

11. Liaison Meeting 

a. With the town clerk leaving, suggest we defer this until the new town clerk is 

appointed 

12. A.O.B.  

a. Hut Rota 9th October (Christine, Allie), 16th October (Paul, Christine), 23rd 

October (Karen, Julia), 30th October (Allie, Paul) (note that Dot offers to do 6 

November) 

13.  Date of next meeting 

 

WEDNESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2021 7PM AT THE LEGION 

 


