
The Kepwell Project  ~  Prudhoe,  Northumberland

A proposal to convert a derelict local heritage site into an attractive garden beside a public footpath
An interim report
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DESCRIPTION & HISTORY

The Kepwell is an artesian spring issuing from an escarpment beside a well-used public footpath in the 
Northumbrian town of Prudhoe. The water from the spring falls into a primitive basin or sump from where it drains 
into NWL’s sewer system. During winter, the sump often becomes blocked with a sheet of ice and the water drains 
across the adjacent footpath causing a severe hazard to users.

Some older residents of Prudhoe remember the Kepwell being a watering stop for horses hauling goods up the 
incline from the railway station at Low Prudhoe to central Prudhoe.   It is believed that the Newcastle & Gateshead 
Water Company (NGWC) had responsibility for sampling the water to protect horses (and perhaps also hauliers 
and  townsfolk) from toxins and contaminants.   The assets and responsibilities of NGWC were later absorbed by 
Northumbrian Water Limited (NWL).

TODAY

The Kepwell site is separated from the footpath by a low stone wall and a small iron gate.  The site is severely 
overgrown with vegetation and the over-bearing canopy of mature trees rooted into the rock strata of the 
escarpment.  Its sad and neglected appearance has led to its use as a deposit for litter, whether intentional or 
deposited into the tangled undergrowth by winds,  

PRUDHOE PATHFORCE

In  2019, Prudhoe Town Council asked Prudhoe Pathforce (PROW volunteer group) to prepare a feasibility study 
to “clean up” the Kepwell.  The Covid 19 pandemic delayed progress on this and many other projects, but now, in 
October 2021 we’re returning to our mission. Our vision is to transform this area into a “sweet spot” of beauty and 
tranquility for those walkers climbing the long hill from Low Prudhoe.  To quote the “Happy-Talk” song from South 
Pacific “If you don’t have a dream, how you gonna have a dream come true”.  



PHOTOGRAPHS

Because much of the site is overgrown by vegetation and overcast by a large canopy of trees it is notoriously 
difficult to photograph with any portrayal of reality.  A few photographs do appear later in this report, but as these 
are very difficult to interpret, I have therefore prepared a schematic diagram on the following page.

EXPERT ADVICE

We are grateful to two of NWL’s experts who visited the Kepwell site in September 2019 (pre-Covid) and provided 
their analysis of the site hydro-geology (Mr Jeremy Dearlove) and the extant drainage system (Mr John Zurawlew).

We now know that the spring issues from between at least two interfaces between strata of permeable sandstone 
and impermeable mudstone, and that the water drains to waste via NWL’s sewer system via a pipe under the 
adjacent footpath.

ELECTRICAL SUPPLY

Within the Kepwell site there appears to be an electrical joint-box and the remains of a bulkhead luminaire, 
although the provenance of these is unknown. Northern Power Grid (NPG) were asked in 2019 to report in on the 
probable incidence of buried live cables, but we have no progress report at this time.  Some doubt as to whether 
NPG or NCC’s street lighting folk are responsible.
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The first of three maps showing the location of the Kepwell in increasing detail
-acknowledgements Open Street Map



Wide-area view by Open Street Map showing the location of the Kepwell



Open Street Map detail showing GPS tracks made by users of the footpath



Access to the Kepwell site (looking uphill and south towards Prudhoe Town Centre)



The rockface is obscured by vegetation and the sump below is filled with leaf-mould and other 
detritus.  Care should be taken during clearance to avoid risk of puncture wounds from litter.



View of the rockface showing a fissure between the rock strata.  Vegetation prevents a good 
view of the spring-water issuing from the escarpment. To the left of this image, a brick-built 
structure can just be glimpsed through the overhanging vegetation.
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