
AGENDA 18, Enc xviii) 
Clerk’s Report – A Christmas for West Wylam 

Background 
A Christmas tree for West Wylam has been pursued by ward Cllrs.  Suggestions 
received by the Clerk included a Christmas tree in the precinct, a Christmas tree at 
The Manors and the lighting up of a live tree for Christmas. 
 
A Christmas tree in the precinct was not pursued.   
 
Cllr Jane Johnson was in liaison with the Manors about a Christmas tree outside the 
building.  The Clerk discussed with Cllr Jane Johnson that if the Town Council were 
to consider installing and lighting the tree, this would need to be done by our 
Christmas Lights contractor.   
 
Alternatively, similar to the Christmas tree provided to Mickley First School, the tree 
could be delivered for the Manors to make their own arrangements, supply only. 
Being responsible for supply only, removes any liability for the tree, on the part of the 
Council, once installed.  The Manors, like Mickley First School, would be responsible 
for its safety and security. 
 
After working towards this as a proposal, the Manors were unable to take a tree this 
year.   

Proposal 
Cllr Jane Johnson identified a live tree (pictured) that could be lit to bring some 
Christmas sparkle to West Wylam and in particular the shopping precinct where a 
Festive Event is being held on Friday 3rd December 2021.  The tree is to the front 
(north) of the shopping precinct, on land owned by Karbon Homes. 
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Electricity supply cannot be arranged this year, but Cllr Johnson has a verbal 
agreement with street lighting that this could be taken from the nearby lamp post in 
the future. 
 
In response the Clerk has sought a recommendation and price to supply and fit 
battery-powered lights to the tree, from our Christmas Lights contractor, which is 
presented in closed session. 
 
The advice of the Clerk is that work of this nature must be carried out by a 
professional with the appropriate insurance and due regard to health and safety. 
 
The Clerk has received written permission from Karbon Homes that the tree can be 
lit by the Council’s Christmas Lighting Contractors, subject to being copied the risk 
assessment and public liability insurance.  This would cover damage to the tree 
during installation/dismantle. 
 
The Clerk has discussed with our insurers and with Karbon Homes, any damage ‘as 
a result of the tree being lit’.  The Council cannot cover damage as a result of 
vandalism during the festive period, as it is not an insurable asset.  Karbon Homes 
are happy that insurance is for installation and dismantle only and feel it would be 
great to have a lit tree for the area. 
 
If agreed, it is proposed that the battery-powered lights are switch-on during the 
event on 3rd December.  They need to be switched-on manually the first time and will 
then come on automatically at that time each day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


