
AGENDA 5, Enc i) 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL      
held on WEDNESDAY 27th October 2021, at 7:00PM,                                                          

at The Spetchells Centre, Meeting Rooms 1&2 

 

 
 

PRESENT 
Cllr Carol Stephenson (Chair), Cllr Duncan Couchman, Cllr Dot Dickinson, Cllr Jonathan 
Wheeler, Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr Jane Johnson, Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Tracy Gilmore, Cllr Kiran 
Bell, Cllr Ignasious Varghese, Cllr Angie Scott (also County Cllr Prudhoe North) 
 
Clerk, Sarah Eden 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart (Prudhoe South) 
County Cllr Anne Dale (Mickley) 

ORDINARY MEETING 

OM2122/080 Welcome by Vice-Chair 
Cllr Carol Stephenson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

OM2122/081 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr Chris Cuthbert, Cllr Robert Blackburn, Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Glenn Simpson,   

OM2122/082 Declarations of Interest  
None received.  (See Minute Ref: PCW2122/036 Standpipes on Town Council Allotments for 
Declarations made retrospectively). 

OM2122/083 Dispensations  
None to approve. (See Minute Ref: PCW2122/036 Standpipes on Town Council Allotments 
for Dispensations made retrospectively). 

OM2122/084 Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on 29th September 2021  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record.   
Proposed: Cllr Gerry Price  Seconded: Cllr Jane Johnson 

OM2122/085 Draft Minutes of the Human Resources (HR) Committee Meeting, held on 
7th October 2021  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record.   
Proposed: Cllr Dot Dickinson Seconded: Cllr Jonathan Wheeler 

OM2122/086 Draft Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Meeting, held on 7th October 2021  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record.   
Proposed: Cllr Gerry Price  Seconded: Cllr Kiran Bell 

OM2122/087 Public Participation  
Cllr Carol Stephenson invited Mr Paul Muto to speak for no longer than five minutes, 
following his request to address the Council on the matter on the agenda in regards 
standpipes on allotments.  Cllr Carol Stephenson reminded Mr Muto that the item would be 
debated as per the agenda. 
 
Mr Paul Muto addressed than in response to NWL reports that all standpipes on Town 
Council allotments were below the standard required, that the Council should not rush to 
make a decision on this matter and should instead liaise with Prudhoe Gardeners Association 
to agree a way forward to address non-regulation standpipes, location of standpipes and 
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water usage.  Mr Muto advised the Prudhoe Gardeners Association had agreed those taps 
that should be prioritised. 
 
Mr Muto appealed to the Council to delay a decision on ordering the work so that these 
factors could be considered properly and with more time, and so that a standard procurement 
process could be undertaken, seeking the required three quotations. 
 
Mr Muto recounted that the timeframe imposed by NWL was unachievable in the current 
climate and the Council should seek an extension to this.  Mr Muto concluded that it would be 
straight-forward for Prudhoe Gardeners Association (PGA) to isolate the taps on all allotment 
sites and therefore removing any risk of contamination from the pipes, this being the priority 
of NWL. 
 
Cllr Carol Stephenson thanked Mr Muto for his comments and asked if the report identifying 
those taps that should be prioritised, carried out by PGA, could be made available to the 
Council.  

OM2122/088 Reports  

a) Chair’s Report 
Cllr Carol Stephenson reported that the Chair, Cllr Bryan Futers had taken part in the launch 
of the 2021 Poppy Appeal, alongside the Prudhoe Branch of the Royal British Legion (RBL).  
The launch was held at the RBL Plaque on The Glade. 

b) Clerk’s Report 
The following verbal report was presented by the Clerk. 

Humbles Wood Play Area 
The Council have an approach from Gentoo that they consider taking over responsibility for 
the open space and play area that was installed.  The Clerk sought the Council’s agreement 
to arrange a meeting with Ward Cllrs and Chairs to gather information; the meeting would be 
held without prejudice and any further decisions would be brought to a council agenda.  It 
was AGREED to convene a meeting and to include County Cllr Gordon Stewart. 

Highfield Skate Park 

CANVAS has completed a pre-planning application which is with Northumberland County 
Council.  Following receipt of what they expect will be confirmation that planning permission 
is not required as the park is a replacement on the footprint of what is already there, a 
construction schedule will follow. 

Seats  
Painting is complete and the seats in the town look well.  There are surfacing requirements to 
the seat at the top of Station Bank.  The Clerk will seek the Chair’s approval to have this work 
carried out in advance of leaving.  Failing that the Council will need to seek further tenders.  
The seats and planters for the new scheme at the Falcon are expected to be delivered in the 
next 3-4 weeks.  It would be great to also have this completed before the Clerk’s departure. 

Local Bus Service 
Those Cllrs who responded to say they were interested in being involved in Go 
Northeast/NCC discussions going forward were County Cllrs Gordon Stewart, Anne Dale and 
Angie Scott, and Cllr Chris Barrett and Jonathan Wheeler.  Contact details have been sent to 
Chris Curtis (NCC) and Graham Hill (Go Northeast) along with the contact details for Mrs 
Rollingson. 
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Tree Work 
The Clerk will seek Chair’s approval to have this work carried out in advance of leaving as we 
have now received a quotation. 

Road Ends Toilets 
The closing date is Friday at 5:00pm.  The Clerk intends to bring this matter to the next 
available agenda. 

Recruitment 
The closing date for the post is 12 noon on Friday, members will be updated at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Matters outstanding and which no further information has been received: 

Waterworld Play Area 

The Glade 

c) County Cllrs Reports 
It was AGREED to receive the following reports from County Cllrs, sent out in advance of the 
meeting. 

County Cllr Angie Scott 

Riverside toilets 
Issues with water pressure. 

West Rd Cemetery 
Working with local schools 

Support Services 
Meeting with Police and Crime Commissioner, Prudhoe Youth Project, a representative from 
Northumberland Domestic Violence Team and from Rape Crisis Tyneside and 
Northumberland, about offering a service in Prudhoe 

Streetlights 
Prudhoe North lights reported and dates for them to be fixed have been received. 

Drill Hall 
Awaiting and update. 
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore asked about an update on NCC Children’s Services that was requested by 
Cllr Chris Cuthbert at the last meeting.  County Cllr Scott advised that this had been sent to 
Cllr Cuthbert but she would send to all.   
 

County Cllr Anne Dale 

Remembrance Sunday 
County Cllr Anne Dale gave apologies as she would be attending elsewhere but thanked the 
Council for the invite and commended efforts in 2020 to make sure the date did not go 
unnoticed. 
High Mickley  
Rocks that were in place to prevent parking have had to be moved due to be struck.  
Members of the public have been spoken with about the reasons for this.  Although they have 
been in place for a long time, now that they have been hit, it does become a liability.  

Homelessness  
This is a growing issue in Stocksfield ss the assumption is that it must be in Prudhoe also.  In 
addition to the shortage of housing there is added issues because of COVID. 
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Lots of issue being addressed directly with residents but if anyone has any issues they can 
email. 

County Cllr Gordon Stewart 

Waterworld playpark 
Sarah -Your clerk will be able to provide the most up to date information on the evening of 
the meeting.  

Borderlands deal 
A meeting is due to take place 20/10/21  

Cottier grange entrance road safety improvements 
These are expected to commence w.c 18/10/21  

Castlefields estate road safety improvements 
Signage is now in place but will take some time to complete due to the number of streets 
involved.  

Land south of Broomhouse lane 
Planning applications1) Housing - No new information has been provided. 2) Extra care 
centre- No further information.  

Umfraville Dene 
Work continues with the Northumberland Communities together team and Bernicia to 
address residents’ concerns.  

Jobs fair 
Hexham Friday 22nd October 2021 - 70 employers.  

Northumberland Community Bank 
Now operating in Prudhoe.  

The Glade 
Improvements are still being progressed.  

Members small schemes allowance 
donation made to Adderlane Academy re IT support. Improvements to area close to Falcon 
PH.(working with PTC) Donation to Prudhoe Town FC - For building improvement. Other 
donations are being progressed.  

Halloween 
To help ‘put a smile ‘ on faces - the best decorated house in Prudhoe will receive 2 x £10 
Prudhoe Front st shopping vouchers and a £10 ice cream voucher.  

Prudhoe Town FC Fireworks display  
will take place again on 6/11/21  

Biverfield road  
footpaths are being relaid, following on from the road being recently relayed.  

West Wylam Christmas decorations & fair 
Great interest and appreciation from local residents.  

Humbles Wood play area 
Issues and a reluctance by Gentoo to continue to maintain it.  

Cottier grange planning application 
To transfer social / DMV houses to the area close to Humbles wood is causing concern to 
some HW residents.  

Ferndene Hospital 
Construction traffic issues, NCC planning are aware.  
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The Haven 
One resident is still living there, when suitably rehoused Karbon will consider their next 
action.  

Walled Garden 
Discussions continue with residents / PCP/ NCC Planners and Regeneration team. Gentoo & 
Homes England are aware.  

West Wylam drive 
I have details of the cost to install an additional light and looking into possible funding 
options.  

Safer streets funding 
I enquired about this but was told Prudhoe was not thought high enough on the Crime / ASB 
records so were not eligible. Suppose good news.  

Dementia Friendly town 
Looked at a couple of years ago, but I am now revisiting this, the scheme is being revamped 
so talks will not take place until early next year.  

Eastwoods Park  
More success with the green flag award again this year, a great effort by the Councils, 
volunteers & the wider community.  

Gateshead Council recycling centres 
scheme to be introduced for booking of slots, I have raised concerns about this.  

Waterworld accessibility 
I am in discussions about improving this and other investments into the facility.  

Dropped kerbs 
I am requesting additional dropped kerbs around the town, incl coming from the Cottier 
grange entrance to the Falcon plus Eastwoods road near the playpark entrance.  

Gullies 
Several long-term problem areas have been reported after a recent downpour. Incl Stanley 
Cres, Redwell road & next to the Copse.  

OM2122/089 Financial Reports 

a) Statement of Budget and Expenditure  
It was AGREED to receive statement from 1st April 2021 – 19th October 2021 
Proposed: Cllr Chris Barrett Seconded: Cllr Duncan Couchman 
 

b) Bank Reconciliation  
It was AGREED to receive the Bank Reconciliation from 10th September – 9th October 2021 
Proposed: Cllr Gerry Price  Seconded: Cllr Jane Johnson 
 

c) Schedule of Accounts Paid/To be Paid  
It was AGREED to endorse those accounts paid via delegated authority since 29th 
September 2021, and to APPROVE those accounts on the schedule of accounts to be paid  
Proposed: Cllr Tracy Gilmore Seconded: Cllr Gerry Price 
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OM2122/090 Prudhoe Youth Project  

a) Progress Report  
It was AGREED to receive the quarterly progress report.  No questions were raised.  Cllr 
Kiran Bell advised that she had been approached to be a trustee of PYP and would be 
completing the paperwork soon. 

b) Funding 2021/22  
It was AGREED to release £5,000 funding committed for this quarter. 

OM2122/091 Stomping Grounds Forest Schools 
It was AGREED to receive the report of Prudhoe Town Council funded provision during the 
summer holidays. No questions were raised. 

OM2122/092 Reports from Outside Bodies 

a) Prudhoe Gardeners Association (PGA) Monthly Meeting 
It was AGREED to receive the report of meeting held on 6th October 2021 

b) Northumberland Association of Local Councils AGM 
It was AGREED to receive the report of meeting held on 9th October 2021, attended by Cllr 
Carol Stephenson  

c) Prudhoe Pathforce 
It was AGREED to receive an interim report, by way of update on the Kepwell Project.  Cllr 
Duncan Couchman further reported that he was hopeful they would be in a position to bring 
something to a Council agenda soon. 

OM2122/093 Correspondence 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE and note the letter from Prudhoe Community Allotment and the 
Clerk’s response given that day. 

PLANNING, CONTRACT AND WORKS COMMITTEE 

PCW2122/031 Draft Minutes of the Planning, Contract and Works Committee Meeting, 
held on 8th September 2021  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record.   
Proposed: Cllr Carol Stephenson  Seconded: Cllr Gerry Price 

PCW2122/032  Planning Matters 

a) Planning Applications by Delegated Decision Making  
It was AGREED to receive those planning applications, received since 1st September 2021, 
that have been agreed by delegated decision making, with responses already sent to NCC 
(click on each link to open the application on the NCC Planning Portal):  

21/03513/FUL 16 Otterburn Way Bewick Grange Prudhoe NE42 6RD 
Single storey rear extension and first floor side extension with Juliet balcony (as amended 
14.09.2021) 
It was AGREED to SUPPORT the application via delegated decision making 

b) Northumberland County Council (NCC) Planning Decisions 
It was AGREED to receive the NCC Planning Decisions, received since 1st September 2021, 
(click on each link to open the application decision on the NCC Planning Portal): 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QYT5LUQSIZM00
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21/01378/VARYCO Northumberland Tyne & Wear NHS Foundation Trust. Ferndene 
Moor Road Prudhoe 
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) on approved application 19/04985/FUL to allow 
amendments to made to car park layout and associated drainage 
NCC approved the application 

20/01463/VARYCO Plot 2 Land North of Braeside West Road Prudhoe 
Variation of condition 2 (plans) pursuant to planning permission 16/03036/FUL in order to 
allow changes/alterations to the building and layout (as amended) 
NCC approved the application 

21/02282/FUL 17 Tilley Crescent Castlefields Prudhoe NE42 5FJ 
A single storey extension is proposed to the south of the property in order to extend the 
kitchen and dining room facilities 
NCC approved the application 

21/01206/FUL Riding Dene House Riding Dene Mickley Stocksfield 
Proposed garage conversion to holiday let with 1 bedroom, bathroom, living area and kitchen 
NCC approved the application 

PCW2122/033  Standpipes on Town Council Allotments 

a) Contravention Reports following the Planned Inspections of Standpipes by 
Northumbrian Water Limited (NWL) 

It was AGREED to receive reports alongside Clerk’s Report of actions taken since their 
receipt on 1st October 2021. 
 
Cllr Gerry Price commented that there was no debate regarding whether the Council would 
seek that the work is carried out, that the Council was in no position to make an appeal as 
this was a legal obligation.  Cllr Price recounted as he saw it the only decision to be taken 
weas in fact which standpipes should be brought to standard and whether any should be 
removed as an alternative. 
 
The Chair asked Mr Muto to confirm standpipe numbers.  These were given as: 
Edgewell 5 standpipes for 30 plots. 
Castledene 3 standpipes for 44 plots. 
Stoney Flat 4 standpipes for 10 plots.  
Redwell 6 standpipes for 15 plots, some of which are half-plots so have more tenants. 
Redwell Community Allotment 5 standpipes. 
 
Mr Muto offered that the ‘Edwards standpipe’ may not be the best option and may not be fit 
for the future.  The Clerk responded that the Edwards standpipe was the regulation 
standpipes recommended by NWL and being fitted in other allotments. 
 
The Clerk repeated the advice detailed that the Council had the means to decide on the item 
placed on the agenda and to make every effort to meet to timescale imposed by NWL.  Any 
failure to meet the timescale, outside of the decision-making process, i.e. supplies, weather, 
etc. could be made later, if needed.  The Clerk reaffirmed that an extension had been given 
by NWL to allow the Council to bring this to a meeting, in regards any further extension, the 
question had not been asked.  The Clerk stated that it was her understanding that if on 
inspection NWL found the standpipes had not been replaced, that they would commence 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QQW4MJQSFHH00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QABJERQS0K500
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QU66IFQSGXP00
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QQF2FUQS0MD00
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legal proceedings and have the water isolated.  It was not expected that NWL would allow 
isolation by a third party but that they would ensure this and recharge the Council. 
 
Members were reminded that this item of the agenda was to receive the reports only, and 
that in order to proceed the following item required agreement, in regards suspending 
standing orders. 
 

b) Suspension of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations 11.3  
It was AGREED to receive the Clerk’s Note and it was AGREED to suspend standings 
orders, Financial Regulation 11.3 “Where it is intended to enter into a contract less than 
£25,000 in value for the supply of work, goods or services the Clerk/RFO shall obtain 3 
quotations (priced descriptions of the proposed supply); where the value is between £2,000 
and £500 the Clerk/RFO shall strive to obtain 3 estimates.  Otherwise, Regulation 10.3 [‘de 
minimis’ provision] above shall apply.” 
The remainder of this item (18 a and b) will be presented in confidential session, subject to 
the Council agreeing to exclude the press and public under Schedule (12A) Local 
Government Act 1972, paragraph 3, ‘Information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
a person’ 
Proposed: Cllr Gerry Price  Seconded: Cllr Carol Stephenson 
 

c) Extraordinary Meeting of Prudhoe Gardeners Association, 18th October 2021 
It was AGREED to receive and note the minutes of the meeting 

PCW2122/034 Tree lit up for Christmas at West Wylam Drive/Adderlane Road (placed 
on the agenda by Cllr Jane Johnson) 

a) Tree on Karbon Homes Land 
It was AGREED to receive details of live tree on Karbon Homes land, and response from 
Karbon Homes to this being lit up for Christmas. 
 
Cllr Jane Johnson presented that on Friday 3rd December West Wylam Shopping Precinct 
will have its first Christmas event, with the community very much involved.  Cllr Johnson 
described that having a tree lit with battery lights this year, and a power supply next year 
would be a great start to bringing some festive cheer.   
 
Cllr Tracy Gilmore agreed that it was a lovely idea.  Cllr Gerry Price reminded that someone 
would need to be on-hand to change the batteries when needed.  Cllr Kiran Bell added that it 
would be good if the shops themselves could also be included in the future. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that permissions had been sought, as detailed in the report.  
Additionally, due diligence in regards health and safety and the management of risk was met 
with the Council’s current Christmas Lights contractor. 
 
Costs will be presented in confidential session (19 a), subject to the Council agreeing to 
exclude the press and public under Schedule (12A) Local Government Act 1972, paragraph 
3, ‘Information relating to the financial or business affairs of a person’ 
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PCW2122/035 Exclusion of the Press and Public  
It was AGREED to approve a motion to invoke Standing Order 2d) to exclude the press and 
public, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, permitted under 
Schedule (12A) Local Government Act 1972, paragraph 3. 

PCW2122/036 Standpipes on Town Council Allotments 

a) Estimate of Works 
It was AGREED to receive an estimate of the cost to bring each allotment standpipe in line 
with Water Regulations, along with an estimate to remove allotment standpipe(s). 
 
The estimated cost per standpipe, submitted by Northumbria Pipes was £529.15 to supply 
and fit an Edwards EDC2012 - Tower standpipe with 1/2” brass bib tap. 
 
The estimated cost per standpipe, submitted by Northumbria Pipes was £200 to 
decommission and remove a standpipe. 
 
The Clerk clarified that the costs supplied were an estimate, as opposed to a quote.  This 
was important to note with any job involving groundworks.  Members appreciated the impact 
of this. 
 
Members compared the cost to replace all 23 standpipes with the cost to do some, based on 
a priority system.  Cllr Dot Dickinson reported that PGA sought to have all standpipes 
replaced. 
 
Following a comment by Cllr Tracy Gilmore, the following Declarations of Interest were 
retrospectively sought. 
 
Cllr Dot Dickinson declared a pecuniary interest as a member of Prudhoe Gardeners 
Association and an Allotment Holder. 
 
Cllr Jonathan Wheeler declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Prudhoe Gardeners 
Association. 
 
Cllr Jane Johnson declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Prudhoe Gardeners 
Association. 
 
Cllr Dot Dickinson asked for a dispensation to be able to stay in the meeting for the 
discussion but would not take part in any vote.  This was AGREED. 
 
Cllrs Jonathan Wheeler and Cllr Jane Johnson did not seek a dispensation. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that the onus was on them to declare interests and not on the 
Clerk or colleagues to remind them, and that advice could be sought from the Monitoring 
Officer. 
 
Members noted that the estimate to replace all 23 standpipes with the Edwards EDC2012 - 
Tower standpipe with 1/2” brass bib tap was £12,171 (rounded). 
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Members noted that the estimate to replace 16 standpipes with the Edwards EDC2012 - 
Tower standpipe with 1/2” brass bib tap, and to remove the remaining 7 was £9,867 
(rounded). 
 
It was AGREED to place an order to replace all 23 standpipes with the Edwards EDC2012 - 
Tower standpipe with 1/2” brass bib tap, subject to the estimate given. 
 

b) Order for Works 
It was AGREED to place an order for work with Northumbria Pipes, subject to the estimate 
received £12,171 and that this money would be removed from the Contingency Budget, 
currently standing at £15,000. 

PCW2122/037 Tree lit up for Christmas at West Wylam Drive/Adderlane Road (placed 
on the agenda by Cllr Jane Johnson) 

a) Quotation from Christmas Lights Contractor 
It was AGREED to receive the quotation to supply and install 24 sets of battery powered 
lights to chosen tree, as recommended by the Council’s Christmas Lights contractor, as a 
short-term solution in view that power is not available this season. 
 
It was AGREED to place an order with Christmas Plus to supply and fit the lights, along with 
an additional set of batteries, at a cost of £1,624 and that this would be taken from the Grant 
Aid budget, currently with £5,175 available. 

PCW2122/038 Bus Shelters at Stoneyflat Bank 

a) Quotations from Agreed Supplier 
It was AGREED to receive revised quotations for the supply and installation of bus shelters 
on Stoneyflat Bank, in view that original quotations were received in July 2020, and traffic 
management has been added. 
 
Members discussed that the sedum roof shelters were something new, which had not been 
made available previously and that this was something the Council would like to pursue as 
part of their green agenda.  Members discussed that ‘live roofs’ had been introduced by 
former Cllr, Russ Greig.  
 
Cllr Chris Barrett suggested the Council contact local businesses to see if there is interest in 
contributing funding to this ‘green initiative’.  It was AGREED this was a good idea, as well 
as putting out some positive PR.  

b) Order for Work 
It was AGREED advise the supplier that the Council was considering a sedum roof shelter 
and that there was a need to seek potential funding in advance of placing an order.  

c) Restart Procurement 
It was NOT AGREED to restart the procurement process for the supply and installation of 
bus shelters on Stoneyflat Bank (travelling east and west) 
 
 
 
END OF MEETING 
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