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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL      
held on THURSDAY 28th ARPIL 2022, at 7:00PM,                                                              

at The Spetchells Centre, Meeting Rooms 1&2 
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PRESENT 
Cllr Carol Stephenson (Acting Chair), Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Duncan Couchman, Cllr Chris 
Cuthbert, Cllr Dot Dickinson, Cllr Tracy Gilmore, Cllr Jane Johnson, Cllr Angie Scott (also 
County Cllr Prudhoe North), Cllr Glenn Simpson and Cllr Jonathan Wheeler. 
 
Town Clerk/RFO Shirley Ann Gaut 
Deputy Clerk, Stephanie Kirby 
County Cllr Anne Dale (Mickley)
 

OM2223/001 Welcome by Chair 
Cllr Carol Stephenson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

OM2223/002 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Robert Blackburn and Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr Ignasious Varghese and 
Cllr Kiran Bell. 

OM2223/003 Declarations of Interest  
None. 

OM2223/004 Dispensations  
None to approve.  

OM2223/005 Public Participation  
No items of public participation had been received. 
 
OM2223/006 Renew Wellbeing Space - Prudhoe and Stocksfield Churches Together 
Cllr Stephenson welcomed Pastor Margaret Boonstra and her colleague Linda Telford to the 
meeting.  
 
Pastor Boonstra thanked the Council for inviting them to speak, and advised that she came in 
her capacity as Pastor, highlighting the close work Prudhoe and Stocksfield Churches do 
together.  
 
She advised that their project, a “Renew Wellbeing” Space on Prudhoe Front Street came 
about from Covid and the difficult time that some people are still facing in being anxious 
about socialising and crowds. She noted that they are working in partnership with 
Transforming Communities Together, who work to supporting people and communities to 
thrive and flourish.  
 
She further advised that the project came from a tried and tested model, established by a 
burnt out church leader and teacher. Through learning simple habits and rhythms of slowing 
down, showing up and praying she started the idea of a space on the high street where 
people can come and relax and be themselves.  
 
Focusing on what a “Renew Wellbeing” Space is, she advised that it is simple, homely, 
welcoming space accessible to anyone, hosted by trained volunteers where you can share 
hobbies and activities, as well as a quiet space for prayer and meditation if wished.  
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Looking at what they want to achieve, the aim is to provide somewhere where people can be 
themselves, a peaceful place to connect, be valued and listened to, where you can 
contribute, share hobbies and linger.  
 
Moving on to where they currently are, they have a core group of interested people working 
on ideas, creating a business plan and seeking out partners, such as mental health services. 
There are also plans to train volunteers (with 12 already expressing an interest) and employ 
a project leader to progress the project, with the support of Transforming Communities 
Together. Linda works with Transforming Communities Together, and her job is to help the 
project find funding for the next 6-12 months. They are also looking for a space to host the 
project, with the Parish Hall being a possibility, but would ideally like something on Front 
Street.  
 
In response to questions about their intended location and opening times, Pastor Boonstra 
advised that they need a reasonable sized space to cover a space for socialising as well as a 
separate space for praying, and that the plan is to meet regularly on a weekday afternoon, 
from around 12-3pm.  
 
It was suggested hosting the project outdoors, however it was noted that this would be 
weather dependent. Linda advised that they would like to encourage volunteers to share their 
hobbies, so during warmer months gardening could be an option.  
 
Cllr Stephenson thanked them for their time and asked that the council be kept up-to-date 
with progress and any ways the council could support the project. 
 
OM2223/007 Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 31st March 2022. 
It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record, noting an amendment on page four, 
that water was reported at Mickley play area and not litter.  
 
OM2223/008 Reports  

a) Chair’s Report 
Cllr Stephenson advised that Cllr Futers had no updates to note.   
 

b) Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk, Shirley Ann Gaut gave the following verbal report:  
 
Site Visit to Allotment 
Castledene Allotments 
Tenant contacted the council regarding the external fence to Station Road is in a state of 
disrepair and in some places missing, advised to contact PGA direct.  Clerk visited site (plot 
1) to ascertain. Any works to be carried out are on hold until the standpipes are completed 
and review of budget. 
 
Grant Aid Responses 
We have received acknowledgement from the following:- 

 Mickley Leek Club 
 Northumberland Community Bank 
 Prudhoe Aged Peoples Treat 
 Prudhoe Air Cadets Sqdn 1248 
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 Prudhoe and District Local History Society Cemetery Working Group 
 Prudhoe Community Band 
 Prudhoe Halfway House Football Club 
 Prudhoe Space for Nature 
 Prudhoe Youth Football Club 
 Prudhoe Youth Project 
 Spetchells Conservation Interest Group 
 Stomping Grounds Forest School 
 Tynedale Hospice at Home 

 
Prudhoe Youth Project 
Gemma asked if payments are to continue as quarterly or in a lump sum, also asked how 
regularly should she report back to the Council. It was AGREED payments would be 
released quarterly, following a presentation each quarter to the Council.  
 

c) Management Committee Councillors 
It was noted that the Committee was set up following the departure of the previous Clerk and 
that it is no longer required. It was AGREED to remove this item from future agendas.  
 

d) County Cllrs Reports 
A written report was received from County Cllr Gordon Stewart (Prudhoe South), as 
well as a verbal report from County Cllr Angie Scott (Prudhoe North) and County Cllr 
Anne Dale (Mickley). 
 
County Cllr Anne Dale 
 
Met with NCC regarding speed reduction measures in certain areas in Mickley. Lots of 
people use the area to access the A69 and A695 and there are multiple speeding issues 
which are being worked on resolving, however it is drivers responsibilities to stay within the 
speed limit.  
 
New lines have been painted outside the school on the A695.  
 
Work on access to the new housing estate in Mickley has been completed. This was held up 
partly due to gas works, and Northern Gas are currently working along the A695 on further 
works. They are currently in Stocksfield and have plans to move about the area.  
 
NCC are looking into the water at Hillside.  
 
Residents in Mickley have received invitations to a Jubilee event at Bywell Hall.  
 
County Cllr Angie Scott 
 
The Riverside Café is now open and doing well. The car park is being repaired, and although 
not tarmacked it has been evened out.  
 
A group of five volunteers worked on cleaning and painting the Prudhoe Badger over the 
bank holiday weekend which looks amazing. Thanks to Andrew for organising it and for 
McGee’s who donated the paint. It will need some repair work in the future.   
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I have been working with Kevin Higgins and PCP to create a community space for careers 
support in Prudhoe to compliment what is offered at the High School – both adults and young 
people will have access. This is due to start on 10th June and different organisations and 
local businesses will go into the space and showcase their opportunities.  
 
The fence at Halfway is not fixed yet, but Sam Talbot at NCC has been chased regarding 
this.  
 
Different complaints have been received about potholes, as well as the work on Castle Road 
which is supposed to have started but has not. I am chasing NCC for an update on this.  
 
A Local Plan document has been circulated to all Councillors following a meeting with Rob 
Murfin, Director of Planning at NCC. He suggested that towns should be thinking about their 
own Neighbourhood Plans, and that this could be considered at a future meeting.  
 
It was asked whether the careers support will be regular and whether the Riverside Café is 
takeaway only. Cllr Scott advised that the aim is to have a regular service, that will be 
available for both young people and adults. The Riverside Café was initially takeaway only 
but is now both.  
 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart 
 
Waterworld playpark -  
Transfer to PTC awaiting update. I have raised your concerns at a high level within NCC 
 
Borderlands deal - 
Progressing - Consultation now commenced. 
See dedicated webpage- 
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Economy-Regeneration/Programmes/Borderlands-Place-
Programme/Prudhoe-Borderlands.aspx 
 
Land south of Broomhouse lane - Planning applications- 

1) Housing -  No further information 
2) Extra care centre- This is still in a pre app stage. 

I believe this will be submitted. 
 
Humbles Wood play area-  
Discussions have taken place with PTC representatives,  
 
Crimes of note (Public interest) 
Prudhoe continues to have low levels of crime, ASB and other incidents. I am in regular 
contact with the Police and other services. 
 
Vandalism in West Wylam was dealt with quickly, offenders were not from the town but 
attracted here. 
                                                                                                                            
HM The Queen’s Jubilee 
Some interest is being shown in my ward. 
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Litter issues. 
‘Love where you live’ idea was very well received, and will take place on the first weekend of 
most months. 
TBG Spring clean - Great interest from local residents. 
 
Ukraine Invasion. 
The Prudhoe community & businesses have been fantastic and the work continues re aid 
being collected and supporting refugees locally. 
 
Speed monitoring is taking place in various parts of the town 
 
The Community hub is now well established and events are being well received. 
 
Car parking at Maidens Walk Hexham has caused a lot of expensive stress for residents 
including many from Prudhoe. 
 
NCC have purchased new and high performance gully cleaners. 
 
The Green Flag Award is due for renewal at Eastwood Park in the next month or so.  
 
As always I am willing to discuss any issues with Town Cllrs. I am available every day of the 
year. 
 
County Cllr Stewart was asked what NCC are doing for the Jubilee celebrations. He advised 
that a Beacon is due to be installed at Eastwoods Park, and that he will be collating a list of 
all the events in the area for circulation in due course.  
 
Cllr Stephenson advised that old fencing and wire has been dumped in the field down from 
the Forest School, following the erection of a new fence. Cllr Stewart advised that he will 
mention this to the Woodland Trust who own the field. 
 
OM2223/009 Financial Reports – Accounts update 
Cllr Cuthbert gave an update on finances, including a list of recent payments advising that 
recent payments have included business rates for the office and cemetery, the contracts for 
the toilets (Sarah Jane), grass cutting (THC Landscapes) and planting (Hollybush), Everflow 
(water), McGees for Prudhoe Ground Force litter pickers as part of their Grant Aid, the 
Locum Clerk’s salary, the council’s domain name, Salto for high vis vests for Prudhoe 
Ground Force, Microsoft monthly subscription, Heritage Accountancy, and NALC 2022/23 
membership.  
 
OM2223/010 Deputy Clerk Recruitment  
Cllr Dickinson advised that following an interview in March, Stephanie Kirby had been 
appointed as Deputy Clerk, effective from Monday 4th April 2022.  
 
OM2223/011 Fireproof Cabinet 
It was noted that the cemetery records are not stored in a fireproof cabinet and that there are 
no online copies. It was AGREED to look into how long records should be stored for, and to 
give Cllr Gilmore the required measurements for a cabinet to obtain a quote.   
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OM2223/012 Tyne Valley Traffic Free Cycling Track 
It was AGREED that Cllr Johnathan Wheeler and Cllr Chris Barrett would act as the 
representatives for the Tyne Valley Traffic Free Cycling Track group being set up by Hexham 
Town Council.   
 
OM2223/013 Correspondence 
It was noted that a report from Cllr Angie Scott had been circulated to all Councillors following 
her meeting with NCC on the subject. It was AGREED to add consideration of this to a future 
meeting.  
 
The meeting ended at 8:00pm.  
 
 
 


