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Present 
Cllr Dot Dickinson (Acting Chair), Cllr Bryan Futers, Cllr Wilton Holmes, Cllr Jane Johnson, Cllr 
Bradley Lloyd, Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr Glenn Simpson, Cllr Mike Smith, Cllr Carol Stephenson, Cllr 
Ignasious Varghese, Cllr Holly Waddell 
 
Shirley Ann Gaut Hall (Clerk) 
Stephanie Kirby (Deputy Clerk) 
County Cllr Lawrence O’Donnell (Prudhoe North & Wylam)  

OM2526/013 Welcome by Chair 
Meeting opened by Vice Chair Cllr Dot Dickinson. 

OM2526/014 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr Chris Barrett, Cllr Kiran Bell, Cllr Angie Scott (and Cty Cllr Prudhoe West and Mickley), Cllr Carol 
Stephenson, Cllr Jonathan Wheeler, Cty Cllr Gordon Stewart (Prudhoe South) 

OM2526/015 Declarations of Interest  
It was noted that Councillor Simpson declared a non-pecuniary interest in the event that any 
discussion should arise concerning Prudhoe Community High School, as referenced in Cty Cllr 
Stewart’s report (Prudhoe South.) 

OM2526/016 Dispensations  
None received 

OM2526/017 Public Participation  
To note two members of public were in attendance, but no questions posed. 
 
OM2526/018 Prudhoe Youth Project 

Gemma Nixon, Youth Project Manager: - 
a)  It was AGREED to receive the First Quarter report to receive first quarter update and address 
any questions 
b)  It was AGREED to release the first quarter funding (£5,000) for 25/26. 
 

It was noted that Gemma extended her apologies for being unable to attend Highfield Fest and 
confirmed that she would prioritise attending the event next year. 
 
The service continues to go from strength to strength, engaging with various groups and undertaking 
outreach work, particularly in the Highfield Park area. Gemma reiterated the importance of reporting 
all instances of anti-social behaviour to the Police. It was noted that the Clerk provides regular 
updates to both Gemma and the Police regarding any such incidents.  Joint working in progress with 
Newcastle United Football Club Foundation with possibility of session delivery at Highfield Park. 
 
It was noted that the summer holidays are fast approaching and that a range of trips have been 
organised, funded through a Lottery Grant. This funding provides a significant boost, enabling the 
delivery of sessions during both the Christmas and summer periods, as well as the provision of 
residential opportunities. The trips are extremely popular, and while spaces are limited due to coach  
capacity, it was confirmed that every young person who applies will be allocated a place on a trip. 
 
Gemma also advised that, throughout the summer holidays, free packed lunches will be available for 
young people every Wednesday at the Library, on a first-come, first-served basis. 
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It was noted that two members of staff have recently left the organisation. However, this has created 
an opportunity for two new members to join the team, both of whom have previously benefited from 
the service. 
 
Gemma informed members that Horsley Village Hall had approached her with a view to offering youth 
provision. She advised that, should this be pursued, additional funding and staffing would be sought 
to support its delivery. 
 
Cllr Futers thanked Gemma for her report and commended the valuable work carried out by her and 
the team. He also expressed his delight at the success of the boys’ group. 
 
In light of the recent relocation of Prudhoe Community High School students to the Washington site, 
Councillor Futers enquired whether provision for drop-in sessions remained in place. Gemma 
confirmed that students continue to receive full support, with weekly visits to the school taking place 
on a designated day to ensure continuity of service. 
 
Cllr Holmes raised concerns regarding recent incidents of anti-social behaviour at the bowls pavilion 
and noted that previous attempts to engage with local schools to address these issues had been 
unsuccessful. In response, Gemma suggested exploring intergenerational initiatives, whereby young 
people collaborate with other organisations to raise awareness of the needs and perspectives of 
different community groups. 
 
 
OM2526/019 Draft Minutes of the Annual Meeting (including Planning, Contract and Works 
Committee) held on 15th May 2025 

It was AGREED to receive the minutes as a true record, to note the Planning, Contract and Works 
minutes was agreed on 12th June 2025. 
 

OM2526/020 Internal Audit 2024/25 
a) It was AGREED to receive the Annual Internal Audit Report for year ending March 2025, 

carried out by Susan Saunders, in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, part 
2 (5). 

b) It was AGREED to receive the Audit Checklist carried out by Susan Saunders, in accordance 
with Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, part 2 (5). 

 
OM2526/021 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) Year Ending March 2025 

a) It was AGREED to receive and respond to the Annual Governance Statement, Section 1, and 
agree signature by the Chair and the Clerk. 

b) It was AGREED to receive and approve the End of Year Bank Reconciliation, March 2025. 
c) It was AGREED to receive and approve the Accounting Statements, Section 2 for the year 

ending March 2025 (The Clerk/RFO will have already signed and dated the accounts, the 
Chair will sign and date the declaration at the meeting, following receipt and approval. 

d) It was AGREED to approve submission of AGAR for year ending March 2025, and publication 
on the Town Council website, as required. 

 
In addition, the Clerk noted that the ‘Explanation of Significance Variance’ document that 
accompanies the AGAR had been circulated to members.  It was AGREED to approve this and 
submit accordingly. 
 
OM2526/022 Notice of Public Rights and Publication of unaudited Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 

a)  It was AGREED to approve the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights of 
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inspection as 30th June – 8th August 2025. 

b) It was AGREED to publicise the notice. 
 

OM2526/023 Internal Audit 2025/26 
It was AGREED in accordance with Account and Audit Regulations 2015, part 2 (1), to re-appoint Mrs 
Susan Saunders as the Internal Auditor for 2025/26, and that the Town Clerk/Financial Officer signs 
the terms of engagement. 

OM2526/024 Reports  

a) Chair’s Report 
Cllr Jonathan Wheeler:- 
On 28th May I attended the Pocket Park 4th year anniversary event. It was interesting to learn about 
the development of the site, and some ideas PCP have for its future use. 
 
On the 31st May I attended Highfield Fest. Those who were also in attendance will be able to confirm 
what a great day it was. It was interesting to hear ideas from different parties as to how it can be even 
better next year. 
 
I chaired the first Bluesky meeting of this Council on 4th June. This was an opportunity to discuss with 
councillors plans in place from the previous year's budget. I will be looking to hold another one in 
September where we can start thinking of ideas as to what to put into next year's budget. 
 
I attended three Borderlands meetings this month on 3rd, 4th, and 11th June, with other Councillors also 
in attendance. Plans for The Glade in particular appear to be finally advancing. Some useful ideas as 
to how we can improve our High Street came out of the presentation on 11th June. PCP will be going 
to public consultation with these plans between 7th and 18th July, any help would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
I met with Russ Greig from Miners Lamp on 9th June to discuss the operations there, as well as ways 
he would like to work with others across the town to develop a community resilience plan. 
 
Myself, the Clerk and Deputy Clerk attended a meeting on 10th June with NCC officers, where we 
discussed among other things, more presentable ways that NCC staff can work when they are digging 
graves.  
 
As things stand, I have no upcoming engagements this month. As I am away, Cllr Dickinson will be 
representing the Council in Eastwoods Park on 29th June for the Veterans Day Event.  
 

b) Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk gave the following verbal report:- 
Borderlands Meeting 4th June 2025 
I attended the Borderlands Meeting alongside Councillor Wheeler and Councillor Futers. The minutes 
of the meeting have been circulated. As Clerk to Prudhoe Town Council, I have been invited by Peter 
Mawer and Rob Strettle to attend future meetings. 
 
Front Street Presentation – IAP Partnership Ltd, 11th June 2025 
I attended the recent Front Street Presentation, which provided an overview of proposals and 
recommendations concerning the future development of the area. All supporting documentation and 
presentation materials have been circulated to members for their information and review. 
 
In response to the presentation, a dedicated working group is to be established with the purpose of 
reviewing the recommendations in detail. This group will be tasked with considering the potential 
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implications, prioritising key actions, and formulating a coordinated response or plan of action where 
appropriate. The formation of this group will enable a more focused and informed approach to 
progressing the proposals 
 
Grant Aid 2025/26  
All Grant Aid payments for the 2025/26 financial year have now been successfully processed. We 
have received acknowledgements and expressions of thanks from all those who were successful I 
their bid recognising the Council’s continued support for local initiatives. 
 
Organisations in receipt of Grant Aid have been advised that any projects, events, or activities funded 
wholly or in part through this allocation should appropriately acknowledge the support of Prudhoe 
Town Council in any associated publicity or promotional material. This recognition ensures that the 
Council’s contribution to the community is visible and reinforces its commitment to supporting 
voluntary and charitable efforts within the town. 
 
As projects are delivered throughout the year, we will promote and share updates via our social media 
platforms to highlight the positive outcomes achieved through the Grant Aid scheme.  
 
Armed Services Day, Sunday 29th June 2025 
Organised by Prudhoe Veterans Club, an event for all of the family, whilst supporting our Armed 
Services. 
 
The event is taking place at Eastwoods Park 11am-4pm. 
 

c) County Cllrs Reports 
County Cllr Lawrence O’Donnell (Prudhoe North & Wylam) 
I met with officers from the Neighbourhood Team and residents to come to a compromise over the 
grass cutting in the old playground at the back of Cockshott Dean. It had been left to meadow, but 
residents were keen to have an area for kids to play sport, so a pitch area has now been mown.  
 
I met with a Highways Officer to discuss the possibility of making changes to the dangerous chicanes 
on Castlefields Drive. I would like to make an early bid for this to be included in Prudhoe Town 
Council Local Transport Plan.  
 
Following the fire at Eastwoods Road Allotments I have been engaging with the affected allotment 
holders and Northumberland Estates to get the site repaired. They will not be putting in an insurance 
claim, so funds are being raised to replace the destroyed sheds. 
 
In addition, it was noted that Cllr O’Donnell had contacted Northumberland County Council regarding 
the potential introduction of additional bus services from outlying villages, such as Ovingham and 
Ovington, with the aim of increasing footfall for businesses on Prudhoe Front Street and, more 
broadly, attracting visitors to the area. 
 
Cllr Price asked Cllr O’Donnell how familiar he was with the history of Castlefield Drive and the 
associated traffic calming measures. He further indicated his willingness to provide information 
regarding concerns that have arisen over the years. 
 
Cllr Angie Scott (Prudhoe West & Mickley) 
I have attended meetings with residents of Highfield estate who have major concerns regarding the 
development.  
 
Residents requested a public meeting this has been declined by Northumberland County Council.  
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River safety day will go ahead next month. PYP have organised the event this year.  
Emergency services will be in attendance and a free packed lunch will be provided for the young 
people. A big thank you to Essity who are supporting this event. 
  
A meeting at West Mickley Park went well this was regarding the pond area. Mike and I met with 
officers from NCC who have plans to put a smaller streamed area in and I have agreed to purchase 
some park benches for residents to sit and enjoy the area.  
 
Meeting planned at Riding Dene on Friday this week. I will update you in due course.  
Any questions please feel free to email me.  
 
In addition, it was noted Cllr Smith advised members residents had expressed a willingness to 
undertake a range of activities at West Mickley Park, with the aim of enhancing the site’s viability as a 
proposed designated conservation area. 
 
County Cllr Gordon Stewart (Prudhoe South) 

Playzone  
Is now open and bookings are being taken. 
 
Waterworld 
The latest major investment work is now complete and great reviews from the public. 
 
Road resurfacing  
Homedale / Homedale place. 
This has been completed, many residents have said how delighted they are with the work. 
 
Highfield proposed development. 
I am aware of many residents' concerns & I am closely following the application, speaking with 
residents and others. 
This application site is within the Prudhoe South ward. 
Some press and social media reports are inaccurate and misleading. 
 
Coop Car Park  
The proposed restrictions are concerning for traders & their staff, residents, and visitors. 
I have carried out a lot of research and put a proposal to the Coop Head office management and 
await a response. 
 
Front Street Car Parking review. 
NCC officers continue to work with me on this review. 
 
24/7 Cashpoint Machines 
I am in communication with a provider of cashpoint machines following the closure of Lloyds bank and 
the withdrawal of their machines. 
 
Prudhoe Community High School. 
All comms will be via the trust, I visited the PCHS in Washington where I met staff and some of the 
pupils.  
https://www.cheviotlearningtrust.co.uk/pchs 
Some reports in the press and social media are causing confusion & upset as they are inaccurate. 
 
 

https://www.cheviotlearningtrust.co.uk/pchs
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Adderlane Academy OFSTED 
I am a Governor at this School, the recent inspection report will be made public very soon. 
I have seen the report, and I am delighted with the content. 
 
Collingwood School OFSTED 
I am a Governor at the School, which has a post 16 provision at the Fuse. 
I am also delighted with the outcome of this inspection, report is expected within next 10 days. 
 
Local Events  
During spring / summer there are many events being held, I thank those for organising them including 
dedicated volunteers. 
 
Regarding Prudhoe Community High School, it was felt misinformation and hearsay of the reopening 
of the school and further clarification was needed from the trust as to what the plans are. 
 
It was noted that Cllr Simpson expressed disappointment with the High School and circulation of 
information.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would contact the Trust again, as no acknowledgment 
had been received in response to recent correspondence. 
 
Regarding Coop Car Park it was noted that Cllr Futers had also approached the Manager of Coop. It 
was identified that, although the car park is frequently full, there is not a corresponding level of activity 
on Front Street or in local shops. The Manager expressed the view that the car park is likely being 
used by individuals working in the area, rather than by shoppers. Cty Cllr Stewart is in contact with 
both Coop Head Office and Horizon regarding the matter. 
 
OM2526/025 Financial Update 
To receive reports and raise any questions. 

a) Schedule of Accounts Paid/To be Paid 
It was AGREED to endorse those accounts paid via delegated authority and approve those 
accounts to be paid since 15th May 2025. 

b) Bank Reconciliation  
It was AGREED to receive the Bank Reconciliation from 10th May – 9th June 2025. 
c) Statement of Budget and Expenditure 
It was AGREED to receive statement to date. 

 
OM2526/026 Standing Committees 
 The Clerk has noted following the Annual Meeting including Planning, Contract and Works 
Committee held on Thursday 15th May 2025:- 

a) Finance Committee  
The Finance Committee shall comprise six councillors, excluding ex officio members.  
As Councillor Dot Dickinson is now an ex officio member, the Committee is required to appoint an 
additional member. Members are therefore asked to agree on the nomination of a new member. 
 
It was AGREED Cllr Gerry Price would join the Finance Committee; the membership of the 
committee is now as follows:- 
 

1. Cllr Wilton Holmes 
2. Cllr Jane Johnson 
3. Cllr Gerry Price 
4. Cllr Angie Scott 
5. Cllr Ignasious Varghese 
6. Cllr Holly Waddell 
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b) Cemetery and War Memorial Committee 

The Cemetery and War Memorial Committee shall comprise six councillors, excluding ex officio 
members. As Councillor Dot Dickinson is now an ex officio member, the Committee is required to 
appoint an additional member. 

Furthermore, Councillor Bryan Futers has withdrawn from the Committee. As a result, members are 
also asked to agree on the nomination of a new member. 

It was AGREED Cllr Jane Johnson and Cllr Glenn Simpson would join the Cemetery and War 
Memorial Committee; the membership of the committee is now as follows:- 
 

1. Cllr Kiran Bell 
2. Cllr Jane Johnson 
3. Cllr Angie Scott 
4. Cllr Glenn Simpson 
5. Cllr Carol Stephenson 
6. Cllr Ignasious Varghese 

 
OM2526/027 Reports from Outside Bodies 
It was AGREED to receive following written or verbal reports and record any questions for response:- 
 

OUTSIDE BODY CURRENT PTC REPRESENTATIVE(S) 
2025-2026 

 
Prudhoe Town Twinning Association 
 

 
Cllr Chris Barrett & Cllr Jane Johnson 

 
Prudhoe Community Partnership 
(3rd Tuesday of the month, bi-monthly) 
 

 
Cllr Dot Dickinson  
 

 
Northumberland Association of Local Councils 
County Committee 
 

 
Cllr Dot Dickinson & Cllr Holly Waddell 

 
East Tynedale Local Council’s Forum 
 

 
Cllr Holly Waddell & Cllr Jonathan Wheeler 
 

 
Essity Community Consultation Forum 
(lunchtime meetings at the Mill, when permitted) 

 
Cllr Bryan Futers & Cllr Dot Dickinson 
 

 
Prudhoe Pathforce 

 
Cllr Angie Scott & Cllr Carol Stephenson 
 

 
NCC Town and Parish Council Liaison Working 
Group 
 

 
Cllr Holly Waddell 
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Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership 

 
Cllr Holly Waddell & Cllr Gerry Price 

 
Prudhoe Youth Project (PYP) 
(previously met monthly on a Monday evening) 
 

 
Cllr Dot Dickinson & Cllr Gerry Price 

Borderlands  Cllr Bryan Futers & Cllr Mike Smith 

Tyne Valley Parish Council Active Travel Route Cllr Chris Barrett & Cllr Jonathan Wheeler 

Prudhoe Community Partnership Working 
Group 

Cllr Dot Dickinson, Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr Mike 
Smith & Cllr Jonathan Wheeler 

Climate Change and Biodiversity Cllr Dot Dickinson, Cllr Gerry Price, Cllr Scott, 
Cllr Carol Stephenson & Cllr Jonathan 
Wheeler 

East Centre Advisory Group Cllr Kiran Bell & Cllr Dot Dickinson 

a) Prudhoe Community Partnership Working Group – Glade development meeting held 
03/06/2025 including Front Street report – circulated 04/06/2025  

b) Notes from Northumberland Association of Local Councils County Committee meeting – 
circulated 16/06/2025. 
 

OM2526/028 Correspondence 
It was AGREED to receive, and to agree any matters to be added to future agenda:- 

a) Rural Services Network 8 May Edition – circulated 12/05/2025 
b) St Mary Magdalene Cemetery 16/05/2025 – circulated 21/05/2025 
c) NALC Chief Executive Bulletin 22/05/2025 – circulated 22/05/2025 
d) Rural Services Network 21 May Edition – circulated 22/0525 
e) Local Authority Carbon Literacy May Newsletter – circulated 22/05/2025 
f) NALC Events Newsletter – circulated 22/05/2025 
g) Thriving Together May Newsletter – circulated 22/05/2025 
h) Local Authority Carbon Literacy June Newsletter – circulated 02/06/2025 
i) Tyne Valley Railways Users Group – circulated 03/06/2025 
j) Rural Services Network 11 June Edition – circulated 11/06/2025 
k) St Mary Magdalene Cemetery 13/06/2025 – circulated 16/06/2025 
l) On Yer Bike – pump track – circulated 16/06/2025 
m) NALC Local Councils Explained – circulated 16/06/2025 
n) Thriving Together June Newsletter – circulated 16/06/2025/2025 
o) Prudhoe Youth Project Grant Aid 25/26 letter of thanks – circulated 20/06/2025 
p) NALC Events Newsletter – circulated 20/06/2025 
q) Request from residents for Prudhoe Town Council to convene a public meeting and extend an 

invitation to representative(s) of the developer to attend, in relation to the planning application 
Ref: 25/01971/FUL Land To East Of School Highfield Lane Prudhoe Northumberland 
Full planning application for the construction of 65no. residential dwellings (Use Class C3) with 
associated landscaping, access arrangements, parking, and infrastructure – circulated 
20/06/2025 
 

With regards for the request made to Prudhoe Town Council to convene a public meeting in relation 
to the planning application. It was noted, due to the imminence of the consultation deadline, it was 
considered impractical to arrange such a meeting within the required timeframe. 
 
As a Town Council, we have formally objected to the planning application and have submitted our 
concerns to Northumberland County Council. We continue to stand firmly against the proposal and 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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remain fully supportive of the local community in this matter. Strongly encouraging residents to submit 
their own comments and objections to the County Council before the deadline. 
 
The Council recognises that a public meeting at this stage would likely serve more as a listening 
forum rather than having a direct influence on the planning outcome, as formal planning procedures 
are already in progress and must be adhered to. 
 
It was AGREED that the Clerk would contact the representative to convey the Council’s position and 
ongoing support, and to offer any appropriate assistance within the scope of the Council's remit. 
 
OM2526/029 Date of Next Meeting 
To note the next Ordinary meeting will be held Thursday 24th July 2025. 
 
Meeting ended 8.21pm. 
 
.  

 
 


